NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER
NEWSLETTER
The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to
provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource
professionals; to enable its membership to pursue conservation of natural
resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural
resources in support of a conservation ethic.

January 2005
Last week we had one of the longest Board meetings I have ever been associated with
while on the Chapter Board. We had many issues to deal with including one of the most
ambitious budgets put forth by the Chapter. This is in response to asking our
committees to come up with some good requests for the new budget. A number of
Chapter members have asked “Why the Chapter is sitting on so much money, we should
be putting it to use for the resource.” I believe we will do that with the new budget.
Thank you to all the committees that made requests.
The Annual Chapter meeting will be in Mandan at the Seven Seas, February 9-11, 2005.
The Finance Committee will be making a presentation at the annual Business meeting on
establishing an endowment for the Chapter. Please plan to attend the meeting to be
part of the discussion. This is a new and exciting area for the Chapter.
Inside this newsletter you will find the preliminary program for this year’s meeting. I
think it will be an exciting meeting with the focus on North Dakota’s prairie resource
and a whole morning devoted to the commercialization of wildlife. The
commercialization session will feature Valerius Geist and his thoughts on
commercialization.
I hope you will all attend. The meeting really is the highlight for the Chapter each and
every year. I am sure the fundraisers will put on a wonderful event again this year as
they never disappoint. The awards banquet is always the high point where we get to
recognize individuals and organizations for their contributions over the year or years.
Committee Chairs need to get their written reports to me in a hard copy or via email at
rrenner@ducks.org before February 1. If you miss the deadline you will have to bring
copies for everyone attending the Business meeting.

DEDICATED TO THE WISE USE OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES

The legislative session will be starting in January, 2005. Darla Lenz is our new Legislative
Committee Chairwoman and Greg Link will still be part of the committee but not the Chair.
Many thanks go to Greg for all the work as Chairman over the years. I would also like to
thank Bill Pfeifer for all the years he served as the Chapter lobbyist. Mike McEnroe will be
replacing Bill and will do a great job coming in after Bill. The Legislative Committee will
meet every Friday at the North Dakota Game and Fish Department Office on Fridays during
the session. All Chapter members are welcome to provide input.
This is my last message as your President. The time has really gone quickly. It has been an
honor to serve you and the Chapter. When I look at the list of candidates for office this
year, I am reassured the Chapter will be in good hands. If you cannot make it to the
meeting make sure you send in an absentee ballot. See you in Mandan in February.
Regards,
Randy
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* 2005 *
JANUARY
Jan 14 - Legislative Committee will begin meeting at noon on
Fridays, at the Game and Fish office in Bismarck.
Members are welcome to attend.

FEBRUARY
Feb. 1 - Deadline to submit annual committee reports to Randy
Renner for inclusion in the Annual Business Meeting
Booklet. If committee chairs miss this deadline, they will be
responsible for bringing their report and appropriate copies
to the meeting.
Feb. 1 - Legislative Social on at the Kelly Inn in Bismarck starting
at 5:30 p.m. Members are welcome to attend
Feb 9 – Executive Board meeting will be at 10:00 AM at the
Seven Seas Inn in Mandan.
If you have event dates, deadlines or other dates of interest, please
send them to: Randy Renner, NDCTWS, 2525 River Road,
Bismarck, ND 58503
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North Dakota Chapter of
The Wildlife Society

North Dakota Chapter TWS - 2004
Executive Board Members
Randy Renner
Mike Goos
Mark Sherfy
Will Meeks

Executive Board Meeting Minutes
14 December, 2004

Dave Azure
Jacquie Ermer
Allyn Sapa
Kristine Askerooth

The Executive Board Meeting of the North
Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society was
called to order at 10:00 AM at Northern Prairie
Wildlife Research Center. Those in attendance
included Kristine Askerooth, Dave Azure, Jacquie
Ermer, Mike Goos, Will Meeks, Randy Renner,
Al Sapa, and Mark Sherfy. Chapter members in
attendance for portions of the meeting were Dave
Brandt, Jerry Kobriger, and Terry Shaffer.

President Portfolio – Randy Renner
Secretary/Treasure: Mark Sherfy
Newsletter: Stacy Adolf-Whipp
CMPS Rep: Jerry Heiser
Natural Resources Trust Advisor: Scott Peterson
Resolutions and Public Statements: Randy Renner
Past-President Portfolio – Mike Goos
Arrangements: Mike Goos
Program: Mike Goos
Audit: Tom Sklebar
Membership: Brian Wehausen
Nominations: Mike Goos
ND Action Group: Jacquie Ermer

Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and carried”
followed by names of board members making and
seconding the motion. NTR = “Nothing to
Report” from the committee chair.

President-Elect Portfolio – David Azure
Bylaws: Paul Myerchin
Prairie Resources: Karen Smith & Darla Lenz
Legislative: Darla Lenz
Awards: David Azure
Prairie Chicken: Greg Link

OLD BUSINESS
Treasurer’s Report—Mark Sherfy provided a
written budget report. The chapter is ahead of its
projected budget, although several large
expenditures have not yet been incurred. The
Board voted to approve the budget report (MSC
Askerooth/Azure)

Portfolio A – Jacquie Ermer
Wetland Resources: Cami Dixon
Fishery Resources: Mike Olson
Historian: Jeremy Duckwitz
Website: Scott Kahan
Wildlife Commercialization: Mike McEnroe

Correspondence Sent & Received—Randy
Renner circulated a folder of correspondence
received. It was noted that the Chapter did not
receive any correspondence relative to sandbar
creation on the Missouri River.

Portfolio B – Allyn Sapa
Western Lands: Bill Jensen
Teaming with Wildlife: Chuck Bosch
Education: Kristine Askerooth & Jack Lalor
Forest Resources: Brian Prince
Invasive Species: Will Meeks & Scott Kahan

Commercialization Position Statement—Mike
McEnroe has revised the position statements in
response to comments by the membership. Few
comments were received, but some focused on the
need to have our position based on science and
fact rather than emotion and subjectivity. Final
versions of the position statements were not
available at the board meeting, but they were
circulated to the Board by e-mail on 17
December. There was a motion to approve the
position statements, and this motion was passed

Portfolio C - Kristine Askerooth
Missouri River: Randy Renner
Red River Watershed: Jack Lalor
Devils Lake Basin: Roger Hollevoet
Fund Raising: Brian Kietzman & Paul Halko
Small Grants: Darla Lenz
Portfolio D - Will Meeks
Northern Great Plains Working Group: Kevin Willis
Endangered Species: Sandy Hagen & Anne Coyle
Law Enforcement: Jackie Lundstrom
Wildlife Damage Management: Jacquie Ermer &
Phil Mastrangelo
Finance: Mike Goos
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(Program), Jerry Kobriger (Arrangements), and
Randy Renner (Fundraising). Jerry is currently
working on arrangements for meals and field
trips. A motion for the Chapter to contribute $200
for sponsorship of the evening social was passed
(MSC Goos/Meeks). Members who are interested
in serving on one of the planning committees are
encouraged to contact the committee chairs.

by e-mail ballots on 20 December 2004 (MSC
Renner/Sherfy).
Lobbyist Issues Meeting—The Board has been
reviewing its record-keeping procedures to ensure
that they are in compliance with IRS regulations
for 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporations, which limit
lobbying expenses to 5% of total expenses. The
Board has obtained assistance with this review
from Jeanne Narum, Tax Manager at Eide Bailly
LLP in Fargo. A 4 October meeting with Ms.
Narum was attended by Dave Azure, Mike
McEnroe, Mike Goos, Randy Renner, and Mark
Sherfy. These individuals also held a conference
call on 6 December with Jane Pelkey, Finance
Manager for The Wildlife Society.

NEW BUSINESS
Sage Grouse—Jerry Kobriger circulated a draft
North Dakota Conservation Plan for sage grouse.
The plan will be reviewed by various groups,
including landowners, grazing associations, and
oil & gas interests. Jerry suggested that it would
be appropriate for the Chapter to review it. A
Federal decision on listing is scheduled for
December 29. The plan was forwarded to the
Threatened and Endangered Species Committee
for their review.

The Chapter currently reports its annual income
and expenses to the parent society. However,
organizations whose annual income normally
exceeds $25,000 are required to file separate tax
returns. It is likely that the Chapter will meet this
test in the future, and will be required to carefully
track education and lobbying expenses in
accordance with the 5% lobbying expense limit.
An alternative approach is to elect 501(h) status,
which increases the lobbying expense limit to
20% of total expenses, but also increases the
administrative burden on the Chapter. The Board
has also consulted on this issue with Tom
Franklin, acting Executive Director of TWS, and
is pursuing contacts in other state chapters.

Landfill—Jerry Kobriger informed the Board
about a proposed landfill in the Grand Forks area
with potential effects on prairie chickens and
tallgrass prairie.
New Members—None.
Climate Change Report—TWS has issued a news
release regarding a report titled “Global Climate
Change and Wildlife in North America,” which
was written by technical experts appointed by
TWS and chaired by a National Wildlife
Federation representative. The Chapter has been
asked to identify a point of contact on this topic.
The Board agreed that our membership is
generally well-informed on climate change issues,
but lacks the expertise to adequately field
technical questions. Randy Renner will serve as
point of contact and will direct callers to experts
outside the chapter.

As part of her paid services to the Chapter, Jeanne
Narum reviewed a proposed legislative services
agreement between the Chapter and Mike
McEnroe. The Board voted to approve the
agreement for Randy Renner’s signature (MSC
Goos/Askerooth).
CMPS Meeting—Jerry Kobriger updated the
Board on planning for the 2005 CMPS
conference, which will be held August 10-12 in
Medora. The registration fee will be
approximately $50, which would include coffee
breaks and 2 meals for attendees. An auction will
be held, with proceeds going to the Section.
Planning committee chairs are Mike McEnroe

TWS Publications Survey—TWS has requested
input from the Chapter regarding utility of its
publications. Mark Sherfy will prepare a response
on behalf of the Chapter. The Board’s consensus
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authors for their work toward conserving North
Dakota’s natural resources.

was that more coverage of topical issues and
current events would be useful. Members wishing
to provide input on TWS publications should
provide comments to Mark by 6 January 2005.

Budget—The Board discussed and approved the
2005 operating budget (MSC Meeks/Goos). A
copy of the budget is provided in this issue of the
newsletter.

Newsletter Deadline—The Board established a 22
December deadline for newsletter contributions.
NPS Elk Comments—Al Sapa attended one of the
U.S. Forest Service’s informational meetings on
elk management in Theodore Roosevelt National
Park, where the elk population is doubling about
every 3 years. The Forest Service is preparing an
EIS, and public comments are being received until
31 December. Al will prepare a comment letter
on behalf of the Chapter, and will consult with the
Western Lands Committee on its content. The
letter’s three main points will be preservation of
the Park’s integrity, identifying a long-term
sustainable solution, and incorporating flexibility
in management for future years.

PRESIDENT’S PORTFOLIO (Randy Renner)
Secretary/Treasurer (Mark Sherfy)—NTR.
Newsletter (Stacy Whipp)—Stacy has agreed to
serve one more year as newsletter editor, but
needs a replacement for 2006. Any interested
Chapter member is encouraged to contact Randy
or Stacy. Al Sapa now has a complete set of
newsletters through 2003.
CMPS (Jerry Heiser)—NTR.

Awards—The Board discussed merits of several
options for the Habitat Award and a Special
Recognition Award. A motion to approve
recipients of both awards was passed (MSC
Renner/Azure). The Board also discussed options
for the Law Enforcement Case of the Year
Award, and passed a motion to approve one
submission (MSC Askerooth/Meeks). The Board
approved a candidate for the North Dakota
Award.

NRTA (Scott Peterson)—Scott Peterson provided
a written report regarding the Trust’s recent
meeting.
Resolutions & Public Statements (Randy
Renner)—There has been no activity other than
the wildlife commercialization position
statements.

PAST PRESIDENT’S PORTFOLIO (Mike
Goos)

Small Grants—The Board voted to fund 3 small
grants proposals, with $1000 being drawn from
Discretionary funds (MSC Sapa/Askerooth). The
approved projects are: Evaluation of factors that
may lead to colony abandonment or reduced
productivity of American white pelicans in the
northern great plains (Paulette Scherr,
Arrowwood NWR - $1000), Elementary teacher’s
workshop (Lynda Knutsen, Long Lake NWR $500), and Conservation standards based arts
integration workshop (Bismarck Arts and
Galleries Association - $500). The Board held a
lengthy discussion about the Small Grants
submissions, and commends all of the proposal

Arrangements (Mike Goos)—The committee met
last month, and will meet again in January to
make final arrangements for the Annual Meeting.
Program (Mike Goos)—The Committee met on
10 December. Enough papers have been received
to fill the Annual Meeting schedule, including a
few alternates. Rick Nelson is coordinating the
poster session. There will also be a panel
discussion on Prairie Conservation &
Preservation, and a Thursday morning wildlife
commercialization session with Valerius Geist as
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guest speaker. A tentative agenda is included in
this issue of the newsletter.

PORTFOLIO A (Jacquie Ermer)
Wetland Resources (Cami Dixon)—Cami is
drafting letters to the Congressional delegation
regarding wetland protection.

Audit (Tom Sklebar)—Tom and Mark Sherfy will
complete an audit before the Annual Meeting.

Fishery Resources (Mike Olson)—NTR.

Membership (Brian Wehausen)—Brian and the
Board have been encouraging unpaid members to
renew their memberships.

Historian (Jeremy Duckwitz)—Jeremy will be
working on the Chapter’s scrapbook this winter.

Nominations (Mike Goos)—There 2 candidates
for President-Elect candidates (Larry Brooks and
Will Meeks) and 4 candidates for the Executive
Board (Sandy Hagen, Brian Kietzman, Mike
Oehler, and Marsha Sovada). See this issue of the
newsletter for their biographical sketches.

NDCTWS Website (Scott Kahan)—Members are
reminded that the website provides an easy way to
renew their membership. Newsletters are
available in a printable format as well as a singlecolumn format for online viewing. Members
should ensure that their most current e-mail
address is in the system to receive legislative
updates. Committee chairs are encouraged to
provide Scott with information on their activities
for the website.

NDAG (Jacquie Ermer)—NTR.

PRESIDENT ELECT PORTFOLIO (Dave
Azure)

Wildlife Commercialization (Mike McEnroe)—
Dave Brandt and Terry Shaffer inquired about
planned activities and procedures for
communicating with the membership during the
legislative session. The Legislative Committee
will meet every Friday at noon at the Bismarck
Game & Fish office. These meetings are open to
all Chapter members. The Committee will decide
on the Chapter’s position on specific pieces of
legislation. Members can sign up on the website
to receive legislative updates automatically. This
is a helpful mechanism for informing the
membership about rapidly evolving issues. Dave
Brandt also asked about concurrent lobbying
efforts of the Chapter and the North Dakota
Wildlife Federation, and recommended that Mike
McEnroe and Mike Donohue coordinate their
lobbying efforts. Dave and Terry voiced their
support for the Chapter’s new position statements.

Bylaws (Paul Myerchin)—Paul and Dave Azure
have discussed sunset dates for position
statements. No action is proposed for existing
statements, but future statements should include
sunset dates.
Legislative (Darla Lenz)—The committee met on
29 November. The principal focus was a
discussion of Mike McEnroe’s role and the focus
of the Chapter’s testimony on natural resource
issues. A legislative social is scheduled for 5:307:30 on 1 February at the Kelly Inn in Bismarck.
All members encouraged to attend.
Awards (Dave Azure)—See New Business.
Prairie Chicken (Greg Link)—NTR.
Prairie Resources (Darla Lenz)—The committee
met on 8 December to discuss plans for Prairie
Day 2005, which will be held in the Kulm
Wetland Management District on 18 June.
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Devils Lake Basin (Roger Hollevoet)—NTR.

PORTFOLIO B (Allyn Sapa)

Fundraising (Brian Kietzman/Paul Halko)—See
this issue for a request for donations.

Western Lands (Bill Jensen)—NTR. The
committee will review the elk comment letter
being prepared by Al Sapa.
Teaming With Wildlife (Chuck Bosch)—NTR.

PORTFOLIO D (Will Meeks)
Northern Great Plains Working Group (Kevin
Willis)—NTR.

Education & Outreach (Kristine Askerooth)—The
committee received nominations for student
scholarships and submitted them to the Board.
ND Jr Duck Stamp information was sent out to all
the schools in North Dakota. Budget was
submitted to the Board for approval.

Endangered Species (Sandy Hagen, Anne
Coyle)—NTR.
Law Enforcement (Jackie Lundstrom)—NTR.

Forest Resources (Brian Prince)—NTR.
Wildlife Damage Management (Phil Mastrangelo,
Jacquie Ermer)—NTR.

Invasive Species (Will Meeks)—Dave Dewald
has been monitoring website development. Draft
write-ups for the webpages have been prepared.
The website will probably be up and running in
the spring. A 5 January meeting is scheduled to
review and finalize the workshop agenda and
arrangements.

Finance Committee (Mike Goos)—The
committee is working on an endowment proposal,
including reasons for pursuing an endowment and
an investment plan. A bylaw change will be
needed to allow the Chapter to select investments
other than bank accounts and savings and loans.
Committee chairs are reminded to prepare annual
committee reports by 1 February for the annual
meeting.

PORTFOLIO C (Kristine Askerooth)
Red River Watershed (Jack Lalor)—NTR.

The Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 4:50
PM (MSC Goos/Renner)

Missouri River (Jeb Williams)—An article
appeared in the Bismarck Tribune around
Thanksgiving about the Corps of Engineers’
master plan to create sandbar habitat on the
Missouri River. There were public hearings, but
they were not well advertised. Jeb Williams
prepared a comment letter to the Corps on a short
turn-around period. The principal comment
addressed the procedural need for improved
advertisement of hearings. The comment period
has been extended and there will be another
public hearing, but dates have not been
announced.

The next Executive Board
meeting will be at 10:00 AM
on Wednesday, February 9th
at the Seven Seas Inn in
Mandan.
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ND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST REPORT
SCOTT PETERSON
The ND Natural Resources Trust (Trust) Board met on December 15 & 16, 2004 and a summary of the
discussion topics at that meeting includes the following:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Beginning Farmer: Arnie Kruse and Terry Allbee reported on the BF program. The program
continues to go well with at least one addition contract pending.
Mid-term Easements: Arnie Kruse reported that the Governor’s office initially gave blanket
approval for 12 easement offers. Contract terms are 30 or 50 years. Offers began in 2002 with 10
offers having been made to date. 4 contracts have been signed putting a total of 7,212 acres of
wetlands and grasslands under Trust easement.
Renewable Energy Partnership: Arnie Kruse reported on the potential of renewable (perennial)
energy crops such as switchgrass. He also discussed the plan to set up experimental plots to study
the potential benefits of various energy crops including switchgrass.
Whole Farm & Ranch: Arnie Kruse reported on the status of the Trust’s Whole Farm and Ranch
Program.
Conservation Agriculture: Sharon Clancy gave an update on the Conservation Agriculture Program.
2005 will mark the last year of data collection for this program and a final project report will be
prepared after calendar year 2005.
Confluence Project: Ken Sambor, NDGFD, reported that the closing for this project was conducted
on December 15, 2004. This will bring to a close the acquisition of the Neu and Ochs properties. A
formal dedication is scheduled for April 29, 2005.
Robert L. Morgan WMA: Terry Allbee reported on the status of the RLM WMA project. This is a
1475 acre Wetlands Reserve Project in Wells Co. About half of the former cropland was seeded to
native grasses, forbs, and wildflowers in 2004 with the remaining to be seeded in 2005 and 2006.
Dan Devlin, SEI, presented a report on investment trends and what was happening in the market.
The board also reviewed the investment report.
Missouri River Riparian: Keith Trego reported on the status of the Farm and Ranchland Protection
Program easement which is currently being implemented on the Wachter Ranch in Mercer County.
Approximately $70-80,000 dollars still needs to be raised locally to the bring Phase I of the project
to completion. If Phase II were to be initiated, approximately $80,000 would need to be raised
locally to complete that phase as well.
Ebert’s Ranch Acquisition: The group had much discussion on the potential Ebert’s Ranch
Acquisition (former Elkhorn Ranch Site). The Board voted to once again approve the spending of
$50,000 in Trust funds for the acquisition of this property, contingent upon legislative approval for
the spending of state funds.
Grant Proposals: The Board entertained two grant proposals. A $10,000 grant was approved for
conservation education materials for the ND Game Warden’s Museum located at the International
Peace Gardens. The Board also approved a $20,000 grant ($10,000 each year for two consecutive
years) for the Northern Coteau NAWCA project in northwestern ND.

The next NDNRT Board Meeting is scheduled for April 20/21, 2005 Bismarck. As always, if any
Chapter member has questions, comments, or concerns regarding the Chapter’s involvement in Trust
activities, they are encouraged to contact Scott Peterson.
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Your Fundraising Committee has been diligently planning to have an enjoyable evening to test your
skills, knowledge and luck; while sharing old times and laughs with friends. We have exciting new
events and a few of the traditional standbys planned. We need your help!

This year we will be hand delivering or mailing raffle tickets independent of the newsletter. Our
hope is you will have the tickets in advance of the holidays to give your friends and family a chance
at the great list of prizes. Please return all sold and unsold tickets to the registration booth. If you
need more tickets contact a committee member.

That bird just won’t go away! This year’s spin on the Ringer will be:
1) Nominations for the potential Ringer recipients will be taken for the small fee of $5,
2) An auction will be held for the right to choose which nominee gets hit by the Ringer.
3) One lucky recipient, purchases the Ringer for the year!

The success of the Annual Fundraiser is dependent on you. The handicrafts of our talented members
are often the most sought after items. If you are craft-challenged, donations are great as well. Last
year’s trend of offices or friends matching and pooling their resources to purchase large prizes
worked great. This allowed us to purchase the high quality prizes of last year. What ever you can do
is greatly appreciated. Give us a call with your ideas.
Thanks
Fundraising Committee
Paul Halko
662-8611

Brian Kietzman
253-6483

Rodd Compson
253-6484

Ed Meendering
647-2866

Heather Duchscherer
537-2043

Greg Knutson
387-4397
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Todd Frerichs
848-2722

Scott Mcleod
355-3541

Dan Duchscherer
768-2548

North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society
2005 Operating Budget
Income
Annual Meeting
Auction/Fundraiser
Membership-Regular
Membership-Student
Raffle
CMPS Incoming
Checking Account Interest
CD Interest
Life Memberships
Savings Account Interest
Total Income
Expenses
Annual Meeting
Auction
Awards
Raffle
CMPS Outgoing
Discretionary
Education & Outreach
Keep ND Clean Poster Contest
ND Jr. Duck Stamp Contest
ND Girl Scout Badge Project
Food and Habitat Plot Contest
Furbearer Education
Legislative Social
Education & Outreach Total
Invasive Species
Carryover for Workshop
Challenge Cost Share - Horticulture
Invasive Species Total
Legislative
Membership
Miscellaneous Expenses
Newsletter
Postage
Legislative Postage
General Postage
Postage Total
Prairie Resources
Food
Supplies
T-shirts
Prairie Resources Total
Small Grants
Sponsorships
Student Scholarships
Website
Wetland Resources
Wildlife Commercialization
Valerius Geist
Travel Fee for Speaker
Public Meeting Friday Night
Wildlife Commercialization Total
Wildlife Damage
Total Expenses
Net
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$
8,000.00
$
5,200.00
$
3,000.00
$
100.00
$
2,000.00
$
150.00
$
10.00
$
250.00
$
200.00
$
100.00
$ 19,010.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$

$
$

$
$
$

$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$

8,000.00
1,000.00
700.00
1,000.00
150.00
2,000.00

$

3,850.00

$
$
$
$
$

1,000.00
4,000.00
50.00
200.00
3,000.00

$

500.00

$
$
$
$
$
$

1,500.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,500.00
200.00
2,000.00

250.00
300.00
1,000.00
300.00
1,000.00
1,000.00

500.00
500.00

200.00
300.00

700.00
300.00
500.00

1,000.00
100.00
300.00
$
1,400.00
$
500.00
$ 34,050.00
$ (15,040.00)

MARSHA SOVADA - EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATE
Education:

Ph.D. in Zoology, North Dakota State University
M.S. in Biology, University of Idaho
B.S. in Biology, St. Cloud State University

Present Position: Wildlife Research Biologist at USGS Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center,
Jamestown. Her primary areas of research interests have been predation management, ecology of breeding
grassland birds, and ecology of endangered/threatened carnivores.
Previous Positions: Marsha has worked as a research biologist for the Colorado Division of Wildlife and
Los Alamos National Lab on a study of mule deer; for the Wetlands Populations Research Group of the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources on studies of breeding waterfowl in the northern forests; and
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a seasonal Biological Technician in Benson Minnesota.
Chapter Activities: Marsha has been a member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society, the
Central Mountains and Plains Section and the TWS since the early 1980s. She is serving on the Program
Committee for the NDCTWS and was a volunteer for the 2002 Annual Meeting of the TWS in Bismarck.
Statement: I am honored to be nominated for membership on the Executive Board of the NDCTWS.
Through the years, the Chapter has been a major force in shaping the natural resource policies in the state
and has successfully provided a unified voice for wildlife professionals in promotion and protection of our
natural resources. As always, in the next few years new challenges will confront the Chapter. We can
expect new threats to our resources as demands for energy and economic development grow in the state.
The strength of the Chapter in facing contentious issues becomes more critical as the priorities of the
general public shift further from natural resource issues. I welcome the opportunity to serve the Chapter in
facing the challenges that arise and, if elected, I will do my best to serve our membership and represent the
interests of the NDCTWS.

MIKE OEHLER - EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATE
Education:
Master of Science in Wildlife Biology, University of Alaska Fairbanks, 1999.
Bachelor of Science in Wildlife and Fisheries Science, South Dakota State University, Brookings, 1995.
Present Position: I am currently a Wildlife Biologist for the National Park Service at Theodore Roosevelt National
Park. My duties are extremely varied, but include monitoring wildlife populations (all species) in the park, the
development and coordination of ungulate reduction strategies (i.e., bison, feral horses, and elk), and the development

11

and supervision of applied research in the park. Some of my current research projects are focusing on the population
dynamics, movements, and distribution of elk in and around the park, and the use of water developments and
associated herbivory by ungulates at Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Additionally, I am currently serving in a
leading role in the EIS process to develop an elk management plan for the park.
Previous Positions: Prior to joining the NPS, I was a Big Game Biologist for the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department where I was responsible for managing the mule deer and pronghorn programs.
Chapter Activities: The Wildlife Society (TWS) Member, 1993-Present; Contributed Posters Subcommittee, 2002.
North Dakota Chapter, TWS Member, 1996-Present
Statement: I accepted the nomination for the Executive Board because I believe that I can help maintain and
enhance the outstanding reputation of the North Dakota Chapter. Perhaps my two most passionate perspectives are
that of using sound and defensible science to support our management decisions, and the education and training of
future scientists. I believe the NDCTWS has been instrumental in both of these endeavors, and I would ensure that
these high standards are not compromised.

SANDRA HAGEN - EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATE
Education: B.S. in Wildlife Biology from the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks ND, May 2002
Present Position: Nongame Biologist, North Dakota Game and Fish Department, Bismarck (2002-present).
My primary duties include developing the state comprehensive wildlife conservation strategy for species of
greatest conservation need.
Previous Positions: Research assistant on grassland bird study at Lonetree WMA, Intern at Devils Lake
WMD, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Chapter Activities: Joined the Chapter as a student in 2000, regular member since 2003. President of the
UND Chapter of the Wildlife Society in 2001-2002. Co-chairperson of the Endangered Species Committee
since 2002. Member of the Program Committee since 2003.
Statement: I learned early on as a student at UND the crucial role the Chapter plays in wildlife
management in North Dakota. The annual meeting provides an excellent opportunity for individuals who
have dedicated their careers to wildlife management and conservation to network and stay informed of
current issues or research in the state. A fundamental element of the Chapter’s persistent success is the role
of the Executive Board. I am honored to be nominated to run for this important position. If selected as a
member of the Board, I will to the best of my abilities ensure the continued success of the Chapter’s
involvement in all wildlife related issues.
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BRIAN KIETZMAN - EXECUTIVE BOARD CANDIDATE
Education: B.S. Wildlife and Fisheries Science, South Dakota State University 1987.
Present Position: Wildlife Resource Management Supervisor, North Dakota Game and Fish Department,
Jamestown 1998-Present
Previous Positions: Assistant Wildlife Resource Biologist, NDGF Lisbon- 1991-1998
Biological Technician, US Fish & Wildlife Service Waubay, SD 1989-1991
Biological Technician, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center, Jamestown 1988
Chapter Activities: Member of ND Chapter since 1992. Co-Chair of the Fundraising Committee 2003Present, Fundraising Committee 1998-2002.
Statement: I am honored to be nominated for an Executive Board position. When asked by Mike Goos if I
was interested, the decision was easy. I’ve been a member of this prestigious organization for almost 13
years and fully understand the importance of the ND Chapter. The Chapter gives natural resource
professionals the opportunity to get involved with issues that affect North Dakota’s wildlife and the wild
places they inhabit. The Chapter provides a respected voice in a political arena that is, all too often, wildlife
unfriendly. The Chapter increases our knowledge base by giving research professionals the opportunity to
present new and innovative ways to manage our natural resources. And, the Chapter is passionate about
educating the public in all matters relating to wildlife and natural resources. The decision to run for
Executive Board of this outstanding organization was easy.
I will bring to the board almost 20 years of active participation in the natural resources fieldfrom my involvement with the Student Chapter at SDSU to now. My work experiences range from
waterfowl research and wetland restoration to habitat development and resident species management. I’ve
worked with many Federal, State and local governmental agencies, private organizations, Native American
tribes, landowners, sportsmen and the public. I’ve worked in North Dakota during the drought years, the
really wet years, the mild winters and the record breaking winter of ‘96-‘97 and have witnessed the
challenges associated with these extremes. I’ve seen some of the best and some of the worst that North
Dakota has to offer and have always been impressed with the dynamics of the prairie and the people who
live and work here.
As a father of five, I’m very concerned with what the future holds for North Dakota. One of
the reasons that I enjoy living in this state is its diversity of wildlife and the opportunity to enjoy it; whether
it be hunting and fishing with my family or just going on a morning walk with my labs. But as more and
more demands are placed on our natural resources, these opportunities are being lost. As an executive
board member, I hope to play a part in ensuring that adequate places and opportunities remain for our
children to enjoy in the future. I appreciate being nominated for an Executive Board position and, if
elected, look forward to serving the members of this great organization
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Larry Brooks

Education:

A.S. in Fish and Wildlife Management, NDSU-Bottineau, 1983
B.S. in Zoology, North Dakota State University, 1985
M.S. in Zoology (Fisheries), North Dakota State University, 1991

Present position: Assistant Professor of Biology and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs,
MSU-Bottineau
Past professional:

Member of the NDCTWS, 1984 to present
Member of the Dakota Chapter of the American Fisheries Society
(DCAFS), 1984 to present
Past President of the DCAFS (1996 to 1997)

Statement: I would like to start by thanking Mike Goos for contacting me about running for
President-elect of the NDCTWS (Chapter). It is truly an honor to be considered for such a
position.
As a current and past member, I have always held the Chapter in the highest regard. I have
found it common place for Chapter members to put aside individual self interests as they carry
out the purpose and mission of this organization. I believe it is this single characteristic that
allows the Chapter to maintain its high level of integrity while keeping in mind the best
interests of our natural resources. Future leadership in the Chapter should strive to maintain
the high standards already in place.
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The Chapter has and continues to be a champion for North Dakota=s natural resources. It
has continually advocated conservation and stewardship of North Dakota=s resources using
sound biological data. Over the years, the Chapter has gained respect from legislators and
other decision makers through expert testimony on many sensitive issues affecting the
State=s resources. Such respect has come through the dedication and hard work of Chapter
members.
Any organization is only as good as its members and, without a doubt, members are the most
important resource of the Chapter. The high degree of professionalism and genuine concern
for North Dakota=s natural resources demonstrated by Chapter members are second to none.
It is imperative to the success of the Chapter to maintain its current membership and actively
recruit new members. If elected President of the Chapter, one of my top priorities will be to
increase professional and student membership.

Currently, there are numerous issues affecting North Dakota=s natural resources and likely
many more on the horizon. While no single person is an expert on all issues, the diverse
membership of the Chapter provides us with an opportunity to make informed decisions and
recommendations on the vast array of issues affecting the State=s resources. The Chapter
President should serve as a spokesperson for the Chapter drawing on the expertise of
Chapter officers, the Board of Directors, committees, and members.
As candidate for President-elect, I will not make a list of campaign promises. I will, however,
bring a fresh perspective to the Chapter and, together with its members, advocate for sound
management and conservation of wildlife and related resources. It is through an informed and
unified voice of its members, that the Chapter will be able to direct future decisions and
policies affecting the wise management of North Dakota=s natural resources.
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Will Meeks

Education: B.S. Fisheries and Wildlife Biology, 1994, University of North Dakota; M.S.
Wildlife Management, 1996, South Dakota State University.
Present Position: Refuge Manager, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lostwood National
Wildlife Refuge (2003-present).
Previous Positions: 1998-2003 Wildlife Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Devils Lake
Wetland Management Complex; 1997-1998 Wildlife Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Sandhills Habitat Office; 1995-1996 Graduate Research Assistant/USFWS Co-op Student,
Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge/South Dakota State University.
TWS Activities: Member of North Dakota chapter since 1990; Executive Board Member
2003-2005; served as Invasive species committee chair since 2003; member of the Web-page
committee; member of national TWS since 1994; awarded the Chapter’s Outstanding
Undergraduate award in 1994.
Statement: I first would like to thank Mike Goos and the Nominations committee for
considering me as a President-elect candidate. Our ever changing lives always pose us with
difficult decisions, but there are certain ones that seem to come easier than others. Although
daunting, the decision to run for Chapter president has caused me to prioritize what I believe
are important. The paramount consideration for running is ensuring a high quality of life for
our children and those that hold natural resources in high regard.
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Currently having served on the Executive Board, I’ve had the opportunity to learn the workings
of the Chapter. This has allowed me to observe and support the membership through the
various committees. After all, the committees are the working segment of the Chapter. Over
the past few years we have witnessed a re-invigorated spirit within the committees; this is
optimistic. The Chapter is now on the threshold of exponential growth. If we are able to
harness the unbridled energy of our membership, we can witness a tremendous synergy that
will create more of a legacy than the Chapter possesses already.
There are many challenges and issues that will remain, or be uncovered in the future. We all
know the old ones (Devils Lake Basin, Garrison Diversion, Missouri River), but there are many
that have appeared and some that have yet to be formulated. The Chapter has to be leading
the charge, as we have in the past, on issues that threaten our natural resources. We can’t
be committed only when it is convenient. Commercialization of wildlife, diminishing air quality,
and other threats to the state’s resources will require our diligence and visionary solutions.
The Chapter needs to stand firm and become active against these threats as they appear.
Commitment and passion is a twenty-four hour job.
The professionals in North Dakota will agree that their passion for natural resources drives
their energy and commitment. This is what has made the North Dakota Chapter of The
Wildlife Society such a respected organization. This is noted nationally, regionally, and within
our state. Our lobbyist voice during the legislative session will continue to be strong; our
embodiment to the advocacy of sound science will remain, as will our resolute commitment to
North Dakota’s natural resources.
I am excited about the challenge of serving as President for the Chapter. Our membership is
consistently strong, but can become stronger. We’ve taken strides to take the lead on many
issues, but we can become more actively involved. The Chapter Board will need feedback to
make informed decisions. I recall earlier in my career being advised that “after everything is
said and done, there is more said than done.” We as a Chapter cannot allow this to happen.
Finally, I encourage members to become involved; join a committee, chair a committee, offer
advice, or run for an office. Regardless of the outcome of this election, it is an honor to be
considered.

Don’t
Forget
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NORTH DAKOTA CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
2005 ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM
Seven Seas lnn, Mandan, North Dakota
9-11 February 2005

Theme “Conserving and Preserving North Dakota Prairies”
Wednesday, February 9, 2005
8:00 – 12:00

Registration

10:00 – 12:00

Executive Board Meeting

12:00 – 1:00

Lunch

1:00 – 5:00

Registration Continues

1:15 – 1:25

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Randy Renner, President, NDCTWS

PRAIRIE MANAGEMENT
Session Moderator – Mike Szymanski, Migratory Game Bird Biologist, NDGFD
1:25 – 1:45

Dedicated Energy Crops for North Dakota, Good or Bad?
Arnold Kruse, ND Natural Resources Trust

1:45 – 2:05

R.L. Morgan WMA Prairie Restoration Project
Merle Bennett, ND Natural Resources Trust

2:05 – 2:25

The Relationship of Fire History to the Abundance and Habitat of Passerines on a North Dakota
Drift Plain Prairie
Timothy J. Ludwick, Univ. of Pittsburgh at Greensburg, PA
Robert K. Murphy, USFWS- Des Lacs NWR Complex

2:25 – 2:45

Phenological Adaptability: Are Migratory Birds Arriving Earlier in the Spring in North Dakota and
Should Managers and Biologists be Concerned?
Lawrence D. Igl, USGS –NPWRC, Jamestown, ND

2:45 – 3:05

Reflections on Three Decades in North Dakota
Douglas H. Johnson, USGS-NPWRC, Jamestown, ND

3:05 – 3:20

BREAK – Poster Session Open for Viewing

PRAIRIE PRESERVATION PANEL
Session Moderator – Casey Anderson, Private Lands Biologist, NDGFD
3:20 – 4:10

Panel Discussion
US Fish and Wildlife Service
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ND Game and Fish Department- Kevin Kading
Natural Resources Conservation Service
The Nature Conservancy
Ducks Unlimited
4:10 - 5:00

Question and Answer Session

Thursday, February 10, 2005
COMMERCIALIZATION OF WILDLIFE AND IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
Session Moderator – Scott Colins, Wildlife Biologist, PFW, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bismarck
8:00 – 8:05

Announcements

8:05 – 8:45

Game Preserves in South Dakota
Dennis Lengkeek, and Steve Thompson, SD Game, Fish and Parks, Pierre, SD

8:45 – 9:25

Non-Tradional Livestock and Farmed Elk Regulations and Compliance Actions
Dr. Susan Keller, ND State Board of Animal Health, Bismarck, ND

9:25 – 9:45

Birding Trails in North Dakota
Flora Mae Miller, Board of Dir., Birding Trails Dakota, Bismarck, ND

9:45 – 10:05

North Dakota Deer Growers Association
Shawn Schafer, President North Dakota Deer Ranchers, Turtle Lake, ND

10:05 – 10:15

BREAK

Session Moderator - Ron Reynolds, Wildlife Biologist, HAPET, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bismarck
10:15 – 12:00

North American Model of Wildlife Conservation
Dr. Valerius Geist, Professor Emeritus at University of Calgary, Calgary Alberta

12:00 – 1:00

LUNCH

1:00 – 5:00

Annual Business Meeting

6:00 – 7:00

Social Hour

7:00 – 9:00

Awards Banquet; speaker Dr. Valerius Geist

Friday, February 11, 2005

PLANNING AND INVENTORY
Session Moderator – Jason Smith, Graduate student, UND, Grand Forks, ND
8:00 – 8:05

Announcements

8:05 – 8:25

Conservation Planning for Grassland Birds in North Dakota
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D.E. Naugle, University of Montana, Missoula, MT
F.R. Quamen, University of Montana, Missoula, MT
M.E. Estey, USFWS, Region 6 HAPET, Bismarck, ND
D.A. Granfors, USFWS, Region 3 HAPET, Fergus Falls, MN
8:25 – 8:45

Estimating Distribution of Rare Prairie Species When Detection is Uncertain
Glen A. Sargeant, USGS- NPWRC, Jamestown, ND
Marsha A. Sovada, USGS- NPWRC, Jamestown, ND

8:45 – 9:05

Status and Opportunities for Natural Resource Conservation in North Dakota: Results and
Products from the North Dakota Gap Analysis Project
Larry Strong, USGS- NPWRC, Jamestown, ND

9:05 – 9:25

Prairie Management: a Rancher’s Perspective
Mr. Goven, Rancher, Turtle Lake, ND

9:25 – 9:45

Small Mammal Community Dynamics in Mesic and Xeric Grassland to Woodland Habitat Ecotones
and Implications for Biodiversity, Management, and Conservation at J. Clark Salyer National
Wildlife Refuge, North Dakota
Neil J. Kadrmas, Dept. of Biology, UND, Grand Forks, ND
Rick A. Sweitzer, Dept. of Biology, UND, Grand Forks, ND

9:45 – 10:00

BREAK

GENERAL SESSION
Session Moderator –
10:00 – 10:20

Effects of Spinning Wing Decoys on Flock Behavior and Hunting Vulnerability on Mallards in
Minnesota
Mike Szymanski, Migratory Game Bird Biologist, NDGFD, Bismarck, ND

10:20 – 10:40

Effects of Maternal Investments on Egg Metabolic Rates, Hatching Synchrony and Offspring
Performance in Canada Geese
Todd A. Boonstra, Dept. of Biological Sciences, NDSU, Fargo, ND
Mark Clark, Dept. of Biological Sciences, NDSU, Fargo, ND
Wendy Reed, Dept. of Biological Sciences, NDSU, Fargo, ND

10:40 – 11:00

Blackbird Response to Inundation Following Drought at the Cottonwood Lake Study Area
David M. Mushet, USGS- NPWRC, Jamestown, ND
Ned H. Euliss, Jr., USGS- NPWRC, Jamestown, ND

11:00 – 11:20

Prevalence and Transmission Ecology of the Meningeal Worm in North Dakota
James J. Maskey Jr., Dept. of Biology, UND, Grand Forks, ND
Rick A. Sweitzer, Dept. of Biology, UND, Grand Forks, ND

11:20 – 11:40

Evaluating Wetland Bird habitat Use of Agricultural Wetlands in North Dakota
Jessica Gregory, Dept. of Biology, UND, Grand Forks, ND
Richard D. Crawford, Dept. of Biology, UND, Grand Forks, ND

11:40 – 11:50

Natural Resource Communication Award Presentation

11:50 – 12:00

Closing Remarks - Adjourn
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Plan on attending the
2005 Annual Conference?
February 9,10,11, 2005
Seven Seas Inn, Mandan
(701) 663-0025
A block of rooms has been reserved and when making reservations, please mention you are
with the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society.
The Seven Seas is located west of Mandan, just north of Interstate 94. If you are unable to
attend the meeting, please submit your absentee ballot and membership application
(included in this newsletter) prior to February 8, 2005.
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ABSENTEE BALLOT
President-Elect Candidates
(Vote for one)

Larry Brooks

Will Meeks

===============================================================

Executive Board Candidates
(Vote for two)

Marsha Sovada

Sandra Hagen

Brian Kietzman

Mike Oehler

This ballot must be received by February 8, 2005. Mail to North Dakota Chapter TWS, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 585021442.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Dave Azure, Membership Chairman, of any address changes.
Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This is greatly
appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
PHONE #
EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____ a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society
~ Regular.....................................$ 15.00 _____
Available to any person employed, trained or is a student in a natural resource field. Entitled to
vote in Chapter elections.
~ Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor $ 10.00 _____
Available to any person or organization which is interested in supporting the Chapter as it is
operated by membership. Non-voting status.
~ Life Member............................ $200.00 _____
~ Student......................................$ 8.00 _____
~ Central Mtn. & Plains
Section TWS.........................$
TOTAL enclosed

5.00 _____

$ _____________

Make checks payable to North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society.
Mail to: North Dakota Chapter TWS, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442
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