North Dakota Chapter
The Wildlife Society
The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its membership to pursue conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.

March 2007
A handful of students Dr. Richard Crawford advised during his tenure at the University of North Dakota.
Congratulations on your retirement Dr. Crawford!

Dr. Richard Crawford was president of the NDCTWS from 1981-1982 and received
the North Dakota Professional award in 1992. Dr. Crawford is retiring in May 2007.
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From the University of North Dakota website on Dr. Crawford:
“My research program in the past has dealt mainly with ecology and restoration of wetlands and prairies and their associated avifauna. I have conducted studies
on age-related breeding patterns in blackbirds and American coots, polygyny in
sedge wrens, reproductive biology of adelie penguins, asynchronous hatching in
rails, and wetland creation and restoration techniques. Recently, research projects
on the ecology of native prairie and prairie passerines have been undertaken as well.
Graduate students have worked with me on a variety of research projects.
They have addressed questions on (1) use of birds of various natural and disturbed
habitats, and (2) reproductive biology, including breeding and postbreeding behavior,
resting patterns, brood parasitism, parental investment, and bioenergetics. Species
which have been studied by my students include mallards, lesser scaup, canvasbacks, redheads, three species of grebes, northern shovelers, blue-winged teal,
American bitterns, ruffed grouse, gray partridge, and clay-colored sparrows.”

DEDICATED TO THE WISE USE OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES

A Message From the President
I always wanted to be a wildlifer. My earliest recollection was in a boat fashioned from a
wooden orange crate in the back yard catching card paper bass. I think I was about four. A few
years later, my first census efforts were during deer season, sitting on the school steps in Big
Lake, Minnesota next to highway 10, counting the deer on cars heading back into Minneapolis
(separating bucks and does of course). My dad had a butcher shop, and it seems like we always
had venison hanging in the garage (first anatomy lessons). The local warden would sometime
bring in deer that could be sold, half the proceeds to the State and half to the store. Sometimes
your lucky, and I sure was when we moved to Breckenridge, Minnesota. Across the street from
our house was an old oxbow and flood plain of the Ottertail River. One row of houses and the
hospital orchard to the back was the Red River. Needless to say we played, and trapped, and
hunted, and observed wildlife as only one in love with the outdoors could. Continuing the theme,
college (SDSU-Jackrabbits), Navy (A-4 Sky hawks), and then back to North Dakota and a career. I had great fortune to work for the Forest Service in Idaho on the North Fork of the Clearwater (before Dwarshak dam), and at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services’ Upper Mississippi,
Tewaukon, and Audubon National Wildlife Refuge’s and Devils Lake Wetland District before I
settled in with Ecological Services in Bismarck. We who work in Fish and Wildlife are blessed to
work where we have passion! But natural resource work comes with responsibility. You know,
Joni Mitchell got it right 40 years ago, “ ..don’t it always seem to go, that you don’t know what
you got till it’s gone, they pave paradise and put up a parking lot..” Too many, we live in paradise. Our job is to know what we’ve got before it is gone and do something about it. Turns out
we have lots of work to do. I guess that’s why I’m still in it.
The Annual Meeting was terrific; great turnout, great papers, great collaboration of the
members, and deserving award recognition. And what a turnout of students. We can all take
pride in the hard work that makes this meeting such an enjoyable and rewarding event. I want to
thank everyone who helped out, but that’s really a big list. I won’t give the Oscar speech but special thanks are due Dave Azure, arrangements and program, Bill Bicknell, student /professional
lunch, Cami Dixon, professional women breakfast, Paul Halko, fundraiser, Mark Sherfy, registration, and the many others. You should thank them also!
As a result of your actions at the Business meeting, we have a great Board, an endowment charter, senior dues schedule, and a new fiscal year. Take time to read the committee reports in your Business Meeting packet. Therein lies the tail of an ambitious year that is now in
the books.
It was especially gratifying to have TWS President, Dr. John Organ, TWS Vice President, Dr. Dan Svedarsky, and Tom Ryder, CMPS representative attend the meeting. They truly
put a face on the parent organization. There are lots of new innovations at TWS. Consider joining if you’re not now a member.
As always, the Awards Banquet is one of the highlights of the conference. Clay Jenkinsons’ presentation on the roles of Presidents’ Jefferson and Teddy Roosevelt in developing the
conservation ethic in this country was entertaining and thought provoking. It is good to know
about our past while we try to figure out where we are going. I have to admit that the Award
presentations were pretty stressful for me. Reviewing all the past award winners, and the quality
of this years recipients, it is hard to fully express how significant their accomplishment are, and
how grateful we are to them. I hope I did okay. Take a moment and read the descriptions of the
awards in this newsletter again. These are our best! A great night was capped off with presentation of the North Dakota Award (professional) to Ken Higgins. What an ambassador for our profession!
There is much to do for the Chapter this year – VOLUNTEER to be part of it. Look for an
opportunity to take a student under your wing. Get ready for the May 1 kickoff of the Dakota
Prairie Legacy. This endowment will be a big part of our future. There still is paradise that needs
our help. Lets get after it.
Al Sapa
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“Use those
talents you
have. You
will make it.
You will give
joy to the
world. Take
this tip from
nature: The
woods would
be a very
silent place if
no birds
sang except
those who
sang best.”
Bernard Meltzer

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 17, 2007

May 1, 2007

ND CHAPTER BOARD MEETING

Commencement of the Dakota
Prairie Legacy Endowment

10:00 AM
Ducks Unlimited, Bismarck

CHAPTER NEWS
THE CHAPTER WEBSITE HAS A NEW LOOK!

NORTH DAKOTA TROUBLESOME INVASIVE PLANTS

The Web site redesign remains in progress. Demonstration pages for the new layout and color scheme are available for viewing at:

The NDCTWS assisted in the development of a Field
Identification Guide for Twenty-five North Dakota Troublesome Invasive Plants. The spiral bound document is
available at County Extension Offices and NRCS offices
across the state. The guides contains information on 25
invasive species. Information includes, plant features,
distribution, interesting fact about the plant and colored
pictures to aid in identification. Craig Hultberg, FWS,
Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, led the effort
in conjunction with ND Weed Control Association, North
Dakota Department of Agriculture, US Army Corps of Engineers, Natural Resources Conservation Service, North
Dakota State University Extension Service, Friends of
Lake Sakakawea, and the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation. Thanks to this NDCTWS member for his
hard in completing this project.

http://www.ndctws.org/new/index.htm
Information from current and future newsletters will be
used to gradually update/replace pages on the Web site.
Adding graphics to the site is also in the works.
Anyone wishing to submit photos or relevant images for
use on the Web site are encouraged to email them to A.J.
for consideration. Any and all feedback is welcome.
Comments, suggestions, and questions can be sent to
A.J. at webmaster@ndctws.org.

CHECK OUT THE READING
LIST WE STARTED IN THE NOVEMBER 2006 NEWSLETTER
AND RECONNECT WITH YOUR
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING!

HOT TOPICS
The following are some of the issues that the Chapter is
actively working on:
• Elk herd reduction in Theodore Roosevelt National
Park (Western Lands Committee)
• Red River Valley Water Supply FEIS (Garrison Diver
sion Committee)
• Amending the 1944 Flood Control Act (Missouri River
Committee)
• Lake Sakakawea Master Plan (Missouri River Com.)
• Legislative Session (Legislative Committee)
• Endowment Kick-off, May 1 (Finance Committee)
• Alternative Energy, Tribal Wildlife (new committees)

Can’t find your newsletter?
Download a pdf version of it here:
http://www.ndctws.org/

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS!
Remember, the deadline for newsletter submissions will
be 10 days after the Executive Board meets (typically in
February, April, June, September, and December).
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North Dakota Chapter TWS 2007—Executive Board Members and Committees
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Allyn Sapa

asap@bis.midco.net

701-258-9128

Secretary/Treasure
Newsletter
CMPS Rep
Natural Resources Trust Advisor
Resolutions and Public Statements
Legacy Trust Initiative
Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements
Program
Audit
Membership
Nominations
ND Action Group
President-Elect Portfolio

Kathy Baer
Sandy Hagen
Stan Kohn
Scott Peterson
Al Sapa
Bill Bicknell

kathy_baer@fws.gov
shagen@nd.gov
skohn@nd.gov
speterso@nd.gov
asap@bis.midco.net
william_bicknell@fws.gov

Randy Renner

rrenner@ducks.org

Randy Renner
Randy Renner
Tom Sklebar
Mike Szymanski
Dave Azure
Casey Anderson

rrenner@ducks.org
rrenner@ducks.org
toms995@daktel.com
mszymanski@nd.gov
dave_azure@fws.gov
canderso@nd.gov

Mark Sherfy

mark_sherfy@usgs.gov

701-328-6382
701-328-6339
701-324-2211
701-258-9128
701-355-8512
701-355-3500
701-355-3500
701-355-3500
701-489-3490
701-328-6360
701-285-3341
701-328-6613
701-253-5504

Bylaws
Prairie Resources

Paul Myerchin
Jill Shaffer

clarklaw@bti.net
jshaffer@usgs.gov

701-250-8968
701-253-5547

Legislative
Awards
Prairie Chicken

Randy Renner
Mark Sherfy
Greg Link

rrenner@ducks.org
mark_sherfy@usgs.gov
glink@nd.gov

701-355-3500
701-253-5504
701-328-6331

Portfolio A
Wetland Resources
Fishery Resources

Paul Myerchin
Curt Bradbury
Mike Olson

clarklaw@bti.net
curtis.bradbury@nd.usda.gov
michael_olson@fws.gov

701-250-8968
701-662-7967
701-355-8545

Historian

Jeremy Duckwitz

yodelyote@hotmail.com

Website
Wildlife Commercialization

A.J. Klein
Mike McEnroe

aklein@usgs.gov
memecenroe@bis.midco.net

701-250-4418

Alternative Energy

Paul Myerchin

clarklaw@bti.net

701-250-8968

Portfolio B
Western Lands
State Wildlife Grants

Cami Dixon
Bill Jensen
Vacant

cami_dixon@fws.gov
bjensen@nd.gov

Education

Kristine Askerooth & Jack Lalor

Forest Resources

Tom Claeys

Invasive Species
Tribal Wildlife
Portfolio C
Missouri River
Red River Watershed

701-674-3535

701-662-8611
701-328-6637

kristine_askerooth@fws.gov

701-724-3598

Dave Dewald

dave.dewald@nd.nrcs.gov

701-530-2083

Dave Azure & Jeremy Guinn

dave_azure@fws.gov

701-285-3341

Curtis Bradbury
Vacant
Jack Lalor

curtis.bradbury@nd.usda.gov
jack_lalor@fws.gov

701-662-7967
701-724-3598

Devils Lake Basiin

Roger Hollevoet

roger_hollevoet@fws.gov

701-662-8611

Fund Raising

Paul Halko

paul_halko@fws.gov

701-662-7967

Small Grants

Mark Sherfy

mark_sherfy@usgs.gov

701-253-5504

Garrison Diversion

Bill Bicknell

william_bicknell@fws.gov

701-355-8512

shagen@nd.gov
kevin_willis@fws.gov
shagen@nd.gov
jlundst@nd.gov
p.mastrangelo@usda.gov
mike_goos@fws.gov

701-328-6382
701-355-8526
701-328-6382
701-328-6606
701-250-4405
701-442-5474

Portfolio D
Northern Great Plains Work Group
Endangered Species
Law Enforcement
Wildlife Damage Management
Finance

Sandy Hagen
Kevin Willis
Sandy Hagen
Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen
Phil Mastrangelo
Mike Goos
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North Dakota Chapter
of The Wildlife Society
Executive Board Meeting
Minutes
7 February 2007

the DPL, and seek membership approval
for designating the Vanguard Wellesley
account as a start-up account for the DPL
(MSC Azure/Kietzman). For now, the DPL
funds will be retained in the Chapter’s
name rather than in a separate name.

The Executive Board Meeting of the North
Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society was
called to order at 10:00 AM at the Seven
Seas Inn in Mandan. Those in attendance
included Dave Azure, Cami Dixon, Brian
Kietzman, Paul Myerchin, Randy Renner,
Al Sapa, and Mark Sherfy. Also in attendance were Carol Aron, Bill Bicknell, Kathy
Baer, Mike McEnroe, and Mike Goos.

Board Election—Gregg Knutson has accepted a refuge biologist position at Aggsiz
NWR in Minnesota. Gregg will remain a
candidate for Executive Board but will resign if elected. In that case, the new Board
will appoint a replacement. Nominations
could come from the floor as well. The new
Board will meet at noon on Friday and can
act at that time if necessary.

Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and
carried” followed by names of board members making and seconding the motion.
NTR = “Nothing to Report” from the committee chair.

NEW BUSINESS

New Secretary/Treasurer—Mark Sherfy
announced his resignation as Secretary/
Treasurer. The Board voted to accept
Mark’s resignation effective Feb. 9 at the
OLD BUSINESS
close of the Annual Meeting (MSC Azure/
Kietzman). Chapter and Board are exTreasurer’s Report—Mark Sherfy reviewed tremely fortunate that Kathy Baer has
the Chapter’s financial status as of 31 De- agreed to take over this position. The
cember 2006 and provided Board members Board voted to approve Kathy’s appointment as Secretary/Treasurer effective upon
with copies of financial reports to be presented to the membership at the Business Mark’s resignation (MSC Azure/Sherfy).
The Board expressed thanks to Mark for
Meeting.
his work over the last 4 years.
Correspondence Sent & Received—Al
Sapa reviewed recent correspondence,
including a letter to Senator Dorgan on the
Missouri River and the 1944 Flood Control
Act, a letter to MDU thanking them for support of the student/professional luncheon,
and a letter to the Interior Secretary supporting rescinding of the agreement with
Tribes on National Bison Range. We received a notice from TWS on the Leadership Institute, which provides an opportunity for mentoring, and a notice of the
Northern Plains Biological Symposium. Al
also presented a summary of correspondence for 2006.

New Committee Chairs—The Board voted
to approve Curtis Bradbury as chair of the
Wetland Resources Committee, Paul Myerchin as chair of the Alternative Energy
Committee, Bill Bicknell as chair of the Legacy Trust Initiative, and the President-Elect
as chair of the Small Grants Committee
(MSC Dixon/Myerchin). Reorganization of
committees is under consideration. The
Chairmanship of State Wildlife Grants is
vacant.

NRTA Appointment—The Board voted to
appoint Scott Peterson as Natural Resource Trust Advisor through Sept 30,
2008 (MSC Myerchin/Kietzman). This term
Endowment Update—No comments have
been received since the last Board meeting will end in conjunction with terms of other
appointees.
on the Charter. The Board discussed the
presentation to the membership for the
Wednesday afternoon session, handling of
Website Update—There is a need to estabannual income from life membership accounts, and the possibility of using the Van- lish a protocol for how information goes to
the website. Perhaps the Website could be
guard Wellesley account as cornerstone
included under the President’s Portfolio so
funding for the Dakota Prairie Legacy
that the President has oversight on content.
(DPL). The Board voted to endorse the
Finance Committee’s recommendation that Advocacy or position statements should
have scrutiny, but matters of business
an Executive Director be the initial goal of
the DPL, that May 1 be the kickoff date for shouldn’t become cumbersome. The
5

Board will address this at the March Board
meeting.

Business Meeting Agenda—The Board
reviewed the agenda for the Business
Meeting and the status of committee reports to the membership. No further committee business was considered or discussed.

Al Sapa reported that Western Ecosystems
Technology, a consulting firm from Wyoming with a new office in Bismarck, has
donated $50 for the Best Student Paper.

John Organ and others recently wrote a
book published by WMI that will be on sale
at the registration table, with funds going to
WMI.

Art Brazda passed away and the family
requested contributions to the Chapter for
easement protection in North Dakota.

Theme & Location for 2008—Grand Forks
is a possibility for the 2008 meeting. One
advantage is that it is a student-friendly
location. The theme will be discussed at
the March Board meeting.

Lobbying – Bill Pfeifer registered as lobbyist for the Chapter for work on the baiting
bill (HB 1039). The Board voted to approve
payment of the registration fee ($25) for Bill
Pfeiffer to serve in a volunteer capacity as
lobbyist on HB 1039 (MSC Dixon/Azure).

The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 AM
(MSC Azure/Sherfy).

ter. The membership voted to approve
the DPL Charter (MSC Mike Johnson/
Randy Kreil). Karen Kreil expressed
thanks to those involved in putting this
together. Randy Kreil spoke about the
need for the Chapter to keep up with
changing times. Other effective
groups have an Executive Director as
The Annual Business Meeting of the
spokesperson, and this use of DPL
North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife
funds could advance the Chapter. An
Society was called to order by Al Sapa
advantage of is that this spokesperson
at 1:00 PM at the Seven Seas Inn in
could be an advocate without jeopardMandan, North Dakota. Approximately
izing their employment. We probably
60 members were in attendance.
don’t yet realize how big and important
Therefore, a quorum was present.
this step will be. Randy offered his
Dick McCabe agreed to serve as parcongratulations to all who worked on
liamentarian.
the Charter.

North Dakota Chapter
of The Wildlife Society
Annual Business Meeting
Minutes
8 February 2007

Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and
carried” followed by names of board
members making and seconding the
motion. NTR = “Nothing to Report”
from the committee chair.

OLD BUSINESS
Approval of the 2006 Business Meeting Minutes—President Al Sapa presented the minutes for approval. Jill
Shaffer noted that the word “motion”
was not necessary at the top of the
second page and should be stricken.
The membership voted to approve the
minutes as amended (MSC Kristine
Askerooth/Jill Shaffer).

Finance Update—Mark Sherfy reviewed the Chapter’s financial reports
for 2006. The membership voted to
approve the Treasurer’s Report (MSC
Mike Goos/Chuck Bosch).

Approval of the 2007 Budget—Mark
Sherfy reviewed the Chapter’s proposed 2007 budget. There was no
discussion or questions from the membership. The membership voted to
approve the budget (MSC Randy
Renner/Mike Goos).

Approval – Proposed Bylaws
Change—Al Sapa read the proposed
Bylaws change, and noted that it was
published in the November newsletter
with a reminder in the January newsletter. The membership voted to approve the change (MSC Bill Schaller/
Glen Sargeant).

Approval – New Dues Schedule—Al
Sapa read the proposed change in
dues structure, and noted that it was
announced in the November newsletter with a reminder in the January
newsletter. The change will help encourage retirees to stay active in the
Chapter. The membership voted to
approve the change (MSC Bill Bicknell/
Mike McEnroe).

PRESIDENT’S PORTFOLIO (Al
Sapa)

Secretary/Treasurer (Mark Sherfy)—
Nothing else to report.

NRTA (Scott Peterson)—Scott submitted a written report. Al noted that the
Board has approved Scott for another
2-year term as trust advisor through
Sept 2008.

Resolutions & Public Statements (Al
Sapa)—NTR.

Legacy Trust Initiative (Bill Bicknell) —
The Board has elevated the initiative to
committee status and has approved
Bill as chair. Bill provided an oral report. The initiative is an outgrowth of
the plenary session of the Western
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Conference. Practical measures
identified by the Chapter include
strengthening connections with students, strengthening connections with
the public, and embracing the public
trust doctrine and the North American
model. The Legacy Trust Initiative focuses on the first of these measures.
It will involve working closely with students at the University of North Dakota, North Dakota State University,
Sitting Bull College, Valley City State
University, and Minot State UniversityBottineau. Bill is looking for others
who would like to be involved. Al expressed thanks to Bill for putting the
initiative together.

PAST PRESIDENT’S PORFOLIO
(Dave Azure)

Arrangements (Dave Azure)—The tentative site for next year’s Annual Meeting is Grand Forks.

Program (Dave Azure)—NTR.
Newsletter (Sandy Hagan)—Sandy is
looking for ideas to incorporate into the
newsletter. A survey was circulated for
member input on both the website and
the newsletter. Congratulations were
expressed to Sandy on the most recent newsletter.

Approval – Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment Charter—The Charter has
been through 3 reviews, including publication in the November newsletter
CMPS (Stan Kohn)—Stan submitted a
and a reminder in the January newslet- written report.
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Audit (Tom Sklebar)—Tom has completed a review of the books, and he
thanked Mark for his work as Secretary/Treasurer.

Membership (Mike Szymanski)—Mike
summarized status of memberships.
Highlights so far this year include 18
students (last year’s number was 7) 27

new regular members, and 1 new life
member (Al Sapa).

sentiment was echoed by Rod O’Clair
– we need better tools to get this information out to the membership in a
timely manner.

Nominations (Dave Azure)—NTR.

NDAG (Casey Anderson)—NTR.

Awards (Al Sapa)—Al expressed
thanks to everyone who submitted
nominations for this year’s awards.
Many deserving people will be recognized this evening.

is looking for photos for the scrapbook.
Al presented the idea of an exploratory
committee for the Chapter’s 50th anniversary, which is 6 years away. One
possible focus is on Charter Members.
Members interested in participating
should see a Board member or Al.

NDCTWS Website (A. J. Klein)—A. J.
is revising the website. We need a
protocol for kinds of information that
goes on the website and how that inPrairie Chicken (Greg Link)—Greg pro- formation gets to A. J.
vided an oral and written report. He
Bylaws (Paul Myerchin)—Paul proreviewed the history of the committee.
vided a written report.
Wildlife Commercialization (Mike
Prairie chicken populations have
McEnroe)—Mike provided a written
reached a long-term goal – there is
now a huntable population. More work report.
Legislative (Randy Renner)—Mike
remains to be done to maintain these
McEnroe was hired as lobbyist. The
populations. Threats to CRP and cornBoard also approved Bill Pfeiffer to
based ethanol production might need
Alternative Energy (Vacant) —Al anvolunteer on HB 1039. Mike is tracknounced that the Board approved Paul
ing 69 bills, including 40 on wildlife is- to be addressed. The committee is
sues, 14 energy bills, and 15 on other considering where it needs to focus in Myerchin as chair. Paul provided an
oral and written report. The Commitissues. Mike reviewed several current the future and what its role will be.
tee is seeking members. Wednespieces of legislation, including bills on
day’s session illustrated the imporbaiting, revising deer tag prices, gratis
tance of this issue. Governor’s State
Prairie Resources (Jill Shaffer)—Jill
tag allocation, offroad hunting, soverprovided an oral report. Prairie Day is of the State address said that 25% of
eign land management, high fence
back – Jill, Mike McEnroe, Stacy Adolf- the state’s energy by 2025 should be
shooting, drilling in Arctic National
Whipp, Chris Grondahl, and Alexis
alternative. This will result in landWildlife Refuge, reviewing the Flood
scape change. Keith Trego, Karen
Control Act, and biomass energy pro- Duxbury are leading the effort. It will
be held on June 23 in partnership with Kreil, Scott McCleod, Rick Patzman,
duction. In all cases, the test of our
Chapter’s involvement in legislation is Grand Forks County Prairie Partners, a Mick Erickson, Arnie Kruse, Jill
group dedicated to preservation of re- Shaffer, Roger Collins, and Clayton
its impact on wildlife resources or the
Derby have been involved in this comGame and Fish Department’s ability to maining prairie in the county. Jill exmittee. Western lands knowledge and
manage wildlife. Our preference is to pressed special thanks to Bob Seabloom
and
Erik
Fritzell
for
being
here
expertise are particularly needed. This
see authority with Game and Fish
and representing GFCPP. The event
is not a short-term issue.
rather than the legislature. We have
testified on 9 out of 69 bills. The Com- will start at Turtle River State Park and
take tours from there. Handicap acmittee meets at lunchtime on Fridays
cess will be provided. Ducks Unlimited PORTFOLIO B (Cami Dixon)
during the legislative session, and it
and Game and Fish are being congives direction to Mike on legislative
tacted for support on lunch which will
issues. There is also a conservation
Western Lands (Bill Jensen)—Bill prolobbyist meeting at Game & Fish every be free for attendees.
vided a written report.
Tuesday. There is a need to examine
things we can do to better wildlife in
PORTFOLIO A (Paul Myerchin)
the state rather than always being on
the defensive. We held a legislative
State Wildlife Grants (Vacant)—A writsocial last Tuesday night (attended by
ten report was provided, and a commit70-80 legislators) and are considering Wetland Resources (Curt Bradbury)— tee chair is sought.
Al noted that the Board has approved
a lobbyist workshop in fall 2008.
Curt Bradbury as the new chair.
Education & Outreach (Kristine AskeKent Luttschwager questioned how the
rooth)—Kristine provided a written remembership can become aware of the Fishery Resources (Mike Olson)—
port.
NTR.
Chapter’s position on legislation. We
might be able to increase frequency of
postings on the website to keep the
membership better informed. This
Historian (Jeremy Duckwitz)—Jeremy
PRESIDENT ELECT PORTFOLIO
(Vacant)

7

(Continued from page 7)

Forest Resources (Tom Claeys)—
NTR.

Invasive Species (Dave Dewald)—
Dave provided a written report. The
pocket guide to invasive species is
done and available to members.

Tribal Wildlife (Dave Azure, Jeremy
Guinn) —Dave provided an oral report.
This committee was sanctioned by the
Board in December. Dave and Jeremy
Guinn, whi is an instructor at Sitting
Bull College, are co-chairs. North Dakota has 800,000 acres under tribal
management and 6 tribal colleges with
a variety of natural resource and environmental programs. TWS has Working Groups for members with common
professional interests, including the
Native Peoples’ Wildlife Management
Working Group. Our committee’s focus will mirror that of the national
Working Group by providing a forum
for North Dakota tribes and nontribal
agencies to communicate and collaborate. An important role will be to advise the Board and lobbyist on tribal
issues. Dave thanked the Board for
sanctioning the committee and providing this opportunity.

PORTFOLIO C (Brian Kietzman)

Red River Watershed (Jack Lalor)—
NTR.

Missouri River (Vacant)—A written report was provided. The committee
chair is vacant. The committee is currently working on the 1944 Flood Control Act.

Devils Lake Basin (Roger Hollevoet)—
Roger provided an oral report. The
Devils Lake issue has slowed down a
bit. The lake elevation is up 26 feet
since 1992, and will probably set another record this year. Stump Lake
has gone up well over 30 feet. There
is about 10 feet between the 2006 high
and the Sheyenne River outlet. Upper

Basin water management, infrastructure protection, and environmentally
acceptable outlets were the 3 approaches to managing the issue. The
second and third approaches have
been addressed, but upper basin management has not. The outlet in place
has not been operational this year.
Things will probably be static for the
time being, but the dike protecting the
city of Devils Lake is the next issue.

Law Enforcement (Jackie Lundstrom,
Tim Phalen)—NTR.

Wildlife Damage Management (Phil
Mastrangelo)—NTR.

Finance Committee (Mike Goos)—
Mike reported that the committee has
had a very busy year, and thanked
committee members Con Hillman,
Glen Sargeant, Mike McEnroe, Lee
Fundraising (Paul Halko)—Paul proAlbright, Greg Hiemenz, and Mke
vided an overview of this year’s fundGoos. The Chapter remains in a
raising activities, in which the Chapter strong financial position. New things
membership again showed its generthat happened this year included purosity. Net income included the follow- chase of a 1-year CD and movement
ing: big raffle $2521, gun raffle $1158, of $2157 to Life Membership accounts.
road ringer $200, decoy board $ 831,
We now have >$15,000 in Life Memguaranteed raffle $565, coat rack
bership funds. The committee re$420, waterfowl table $782, and aucviewed our investment strategy with
tion $3689. This produced a net inthe Chapter’s financial advisor and no
come of $10,177, which is close to a
change was recommended. The Darecord. Paul expressed thanks to the kota Prairie Legacy was a major part of
fundraising crew, including Chuck
this year’s effort, and the committee
Bosch, Gregg Knutsen, Mike Grau,
looks forward to the May 1 kickoff.
Chad Klindworth, Scott McCleod, Ed
Future activities will include finalizing
Meendering, Dan Duchscherer, Rodd the recognition program, working on
Compson, Paul Halko, and Brian Kietz- administrative procedures, and preparman. Chuck Bosch has accepted the ing an informational brochure. One of
committee chair position. A time of
the big decisions that is needed is to
transition is coming up with many of
identify an investment vehicle. The
the committee members stepping
Chapter holds an account that would
down.
make a nice cornerstone for the DPL.
Several years ago, $10,000 was invested in a low-expense balanced conSmall Grants (Randy Renner) —Randy servative mutual fund, and it has reprovided a written report. The commained untouched. This fund style
mittee will be in the President-Elect’s
would be a good match for the endowPortfolio and will be chaired by the
ment. The Board has endorsed the
President-Elect.
idea of using this fund for the endowment, but seeks membership approval.
The membership voted to move the
Garrison Diversion (Bill Bicknell) —Bill Chapter’s Vanguard Wellesley fund to
the Dakota Prairie Legacy as cornerprovided a written report.
stone funding (MSC Mike Goos/Randy
Renner). Mike McEnroe clarified that
this is not an expense but a movement
PORTFOLIO D (Marsha Sovada)
of the Chapter’s existing assets.
Northern Great Plains Working Group
(Kevin Willis)—Kevin provided a written report with Farm Bill recommendations.

NEW BUSINESS

Election Results—Dave Azure presented the candidates for office. Both
President-Elect candidates addressed
Endangered Species (Sandy Hagen)— the membership. There were no nominations from the floor for Board or
NTR.
President-Elect. The membership
voted to cease nominations for both
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elections. After the break for balloting,
Al Sapa announced that the new
Board members are Sandy Hagan and
Curt Bradbury, who will replace Marsha Sovada and Brian Kietzman. The
new President-Elect is Mark Sherfy.
The membership voted to destroy the
ballots (MSC Dave Azure/Bill Bicknell).

Al Sapa announced that Mark Sherfy
has resigned as Secretary/Treasurer,
and the Board has approved Kathy
Baer as the new Secretary/Treasurer.
The Board has also approved Randy
Renner to fill the vacant Past President
position. Transition of Al Sapa to the
role of President occurred at the December Board meeting when Will
Meeks resigned due to moving to
Alaska. Al expressed his thanks to
outgoing Board members Marsha
Sovada and Brian Kietzman and outgoing Past President Dave Azure for
their service to the Chapter.

letin will no longer be published. The
Journal of Wildlife Management will be
published 8 times this year with combined WSB-JWM content. This will be
a better premier publication than before. A backlog of accepted manuscripts will be cleared this year. A new
publication is Wildlife Professional,
which will focus on field level state and
federal managers. The first issue
should be ready for publication in
March.

Government affairs – There are many
activities of direct interest to North Dakota. A group of scientists will write a
position statement on accelerating oil
and gas exploration in the West.
There will also be technical reviews on
the Public Trust Doctrine and Wind
Energy. A technical review on Biofuels
is in the preliminary phase.

Conference & Membership – The Annual Meeting is in Tucson during 23-27
Approval of New Members—Mike
September, and all are invited to atSzymanski presented the new Regular tend. Saskatchewan and Manitoba will
Memberships. The membership voted be leaving CMPS and joining the Cato approve the new Regular Members nadian Section of TWS. Bylaws for the
(MSC Mike Johnson/Greg Link). The
new Section are drafted. Elections for
membership voted to approve the new Section officers and a Council represtudent members (MSC Kevin Johnsentative should be done later this
son/Mike McEnroe).
year.

Business From the Floor—

Awards – There is now a TWS Fellows
program for people who have been
involved for many years in TWS at all
levels. Nominations are invited. Fel1) Mike Johnson announced that Art
lows are not exclusively academic/
Brazda passed away last week. Art
research employees. This award is
was a Mandan native who was a Flyway Biologist and flew for the Fish and available to people at any professional
Wildlife Service for 38 years. He lived level. Conservation groups are eligible
in Louisiana but his heart was in North for Group Achievement Award and
Dakota. He managed the Central Fly- nominations from North Dakota are
welcome.
way duck banding effort for 6 years.
The family asked that all donations be
sent to the Chapter for use in a perpetual easement in North Dakota. Contri- TWS’ Strategic Plan is being reviewed
butions can be sent to his son Steve or and member comments are being ingiven to Randy Renner.
corporated. It will be ready for Council
to review in March.
2) Tom Ryder shared some new
events from The Wildlife Society:

The TWS website is undergoing a
transformation, with enhancement to
member-only portions. The goal is to
Publications – The Wildlife Society Bul- better meet the needs of members.
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Non-members are encouraged to join
TWS. Changes occurring now are
timely and exciting, and membership is
the best way to keep current on what’s
happening throughout the country.

3) Patsy Crooke suggested putting
together a Chapter cookbook for the
50th anniversary.

4) The membership voted to adjourn
the meeting at 3:55 PM (MSC Dave
Dewald/Stacy Whipp).

“Here is the thing you must
bear in mind...I do not represent public opinion: I represent the public. There is a
wide difference between the
two, between the real interests of the public, and the
public’s opinion of these interests. I must represent not
the excited opinion of the
West, but the real interests of
the whole people.”
Theodore Roosevelt
February 1903
From “Theodore Rex” by Edmund Morris

The 1st Annual Student/Professional Luncheon
STUDENT/PROFESSIONAL LUNCH
The Student-Professional Lunch is part of the Chapters Legacy Trust Initiative and mentoring program where we are
expanding our efforts to reach out to students and new Chapter members as well as invigorate our core members.
The Chapter believes it is in our best interests as professionals to mentor, develop and bring into the field the best
new professionals that we can. It is also in the best interests of the students to have a well-rounded understanding
of the profession that they intend to pursue. Those two objectives can intersect here at the NDCTWS. A special
thanks to Montana Dakota Utilities, who generously provided financial support for this Student lunch.

We were indeed honored to have as our
keynote speaker at the lunch, Dr. John
Organ, President of The Wildlife Society.
John came to our meeting from Massachusetts, where he is the Wildlife Program Chief, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
John is the author of numerous papers
on wildlife conservation, furbearers, wildlife policy, and North American Model of
Wildlife Conservation.
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The 2007 annual fundraiser and auction resulted in an net
profit of $10,247!!
Congratulations to the raffle winners!
Big Raffle
$200 Cabela’s Gift Certificate

Terry Allbee

$100 Sportsman's Warehouse Gift Certificate

Mick Erickson

Mike McEnroe Carving

Bill Bicknell

$75 Sportsman's Warehouse Gift Certificate

Mac Butler

$50 Cabela's Gift Certificate

Randy Kreil

Gun Raffle
Remington BDL

Gary Bracht

Ruger 10/22

Mike McEnroe

Thanks again to everyone who donated an item, purchased something from the auction, or
participated in our various raffles and games. We had a great time putting this on and we
hope you had a great time attending.
- The Fundraising Crew
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THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED ITEMS!
#

Donated by

1

Garth Zimbelman

2 Alaska smoked salmon

Item

2

Roger Hollevoet

Dozen Greenhead Goose Decoys

3

Ken Higgins

2 Childhood Memories books

4

John Halko

Pair of Canvasback

5

Al Sapa

Gibson Turkey Serving Platter

6

Ed Meendering

duck head coat rack

7
8

Tim Phalen
NDGF Conservation & Comm. Div.

Dozen Flambeau duck decoys, tie down, decoy rigging kit, standard decoy bag
North American Model Of Wildlife Conservation poster, ND Native Fish framed poster and unframed

9

RMEF

Headin Home unframed, 20 Elk/Moose raffle tickets

10

Rod Compson

Wader shell belt, 3 poncho’s, 4 decoy cord, 3 antique decoys

11

Mike Johnson

Case of 12 ga shotgun shells

12

Ross Hier

2 watercolor prints, 5 numbered pintail prints

13

Randy and Karen Kreil

14

Stutsman Co. Wildlife

Padded arm chair, Framed Pheasant print, DU calendars, dog food, Wildlife Society Hat, Sweater, hunting dress shirt, PF mug, Wildlife Society Mug
Plastic wood duck nesting box

15

Jon Roaldson

SST Shotgun Slug

16

Bob Morgan

6 NDGF patches

17

NDGF Fisheries Div

2 fishing caps, calendar

18

Jay Leitch

Darkhouse Spearfishing Book

19

Mike Johnson

Floating lanyard

20

Bob Meeks

3 SD Wildlife Habitat Stamp prints

21

Duck Unlimited

9 calendars, 2 floating blind bags

22

Merle Bennett

2 Decoy bags

23

Chase Lake Prairie Proj.

Handmade coat rack

24

Mike Goos

2 fishing rods

25

Brian Wangler

Duck Symposum pullover

26

Con Hillman

2 United Sportsmen Beltbuckle

27

Darold Walls

12 boxes of Dakota Lakes Coating

28

Erik Fritzell

Upland Sandpiper and Coyote prints unframed

29

Bob Seabloon

3 books (Red Gods, Predation, Muskrat)

30

Mike Graue

dozen flambeau mallard decoys

31
32

Dr. Rich Crawford
Glnda Crawford

Framed, Redlin (Mallards with Stamp), Wolf print, Canvasback, ND Clay works candle holder
5 prints by Glnda Crawford

33

NWTF

Luggage, knife, ice bucket with antler base

34

Paul Van Ningen

2 creel baskets

35

Double Bull Archery

2 vidoes

36

Kimble’s Gun Repair

Buck Knife

37

Gregg & Lynda Knutsen

Royal Flush print

38

Hal Kantrud

Redhead Decoy

39

Chad Maier

Rapala kit, 9 hats

40

Jane Austin, Tom Sklebar

2 framed barn wood prints

41

Mitchell Manufacturing

4 fish ruler’s

42

Jeff Keller

Dale Earnhardt Sr.& Jr. T-shirts, collectors car

43

Greg Link

Dog Vest

44

Karen Johnson

Hand-knitted purse & scarf

45

Jack Lalor, Harold Dubbert

Framed Golden-winged Woodpecker

46

ND Education Team

Songbird Tree

47

Phil Masterangelo

Mushroom Weights

48
49

P. Podoll
John Paulson

8 ND Wildlife Federation Mugs
Hand-made deer antler predator call

50

Ron Reynolds

Hand-made duck call

51

Mike McEnroe

2 serving plates, 2 hand-made shorebird carvings, Lab book, 2 t-shirts,

52

Kory Richardson

Hand-made gun rack

53

Jill & Terry Shaffer

3 Snook cartoon prints, 2 coffee

54

J. CLARK SALYER

4 FINAL APPROACH GOOSE DECOYS

55

SPORTSMANS WAREHOUSE

$150, SHIRTS, GAME CALLS,
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North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
Annual Award Recipients
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society held it’s annual Awards Banquet in Mandan, North Dakota on February 8, 2007. Eight wildlife professionals, a non-profit corporation and five students were recognized at the awards ceremony. Recognition awards were also given to the out-going President and the Secretary-treasurer.

NORTH DAKOTA AWARD
The prestigious North Dakota Award is presented annually to a wildlife professional that has made an outstanding contribution over the
course of their career; this year it has been awarded to Dr. Kenneth
F. Higgins, formally of Woodworth, ND. Ken is retired from federal
service after 40 years, which included distinguished careers with the
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center, Woodworth Station,
Jamestown, N D, and the South Dakota Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit, Brookings, S D. Dr. Higgins legacy includes authorship
on over 180 publications, over 300 presentation at professional conferences and workshops, advisor to 44 graduate students, and recipient of 18 achievement awards. Dr. Higgins research covered
much of North Dakota’s resources including waterfowl ecology, wetlands, and grasslands. His studies were among the first on the effects of wind turbines on grassland birds. Ken served the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society for many years. In addition to
presenting many talks at the Chapter’s annual meetings, Ken regularly encouraged his students to attend the annual meeting and give
presentations. In the 1980’s Ken served as Secretary, Treasurer,
and President of the Chapter. Ken’s accomplishments speak for
themselves but his legacy will live through his students and those
he mentored that have gone on to natural resource careers.

HABITAT AWARD
The 2007 Habitat Award was presented to the American Foundation for Wildlife. This award is presented to an individual or
group that has made a substantial contribution toward preserving or establishing high quality wildlife habitat in N. D. The
American Foundation is a non-profit corporation headquartered
in Bismarck that partners with local, state, and federal agencies
and local sporting and wildlife conservation clubs and organizations to provide funding for wildlife conservation projects. The
foundation has been instrumental in preserving wildlife lands
along the Red River in Walsh County, and at the confluence of
the Missouri and Yellowstone River in McKenzie County. Accepting the award for the Foundation were the Board of Directors, Vern Axtman and Karen Hagel, and Pete Ressler, President.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARD
The Charles Pulver Memorial Law Enforcement Case of The Year was presented to
Warden Kenneth M. Skuza Jr. Riverdale, North Dakota for his work on the Georgia
Dog Trainer case, Douglas, N. D. Criteria used to select this case include the significance of the case, severity of the infraction, and degree of investigative work required to make the case sound in court.
A special recognition, law enforcement award was presented to Resident Agent
Rich Grosz, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Investigation Supervisor, Bruce
Burkett, North Dakota Game and Fish Department. Both officers are from Bismarck.
This special recognition award recognizes the outstanding cooperation between the
two law enforcement agencies on an illegal commercial outfitter case in Bowman
County.

SPECIAL REGOCNITION AWARDS
This year, a Group Special Recognition Award was presented to Jackie Jacobson, Outdoor Recreation Planner,
Audubon National Wildlife Refuge, Coleharbor, Lynda
Knutsen, Outdoor Recreation Planner, Long Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Moffit, Kristine Askerooth, Biologist, Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge, Cayuga, and
Karen Kreil, Wildlife Biologist, Natural Resources Trust,
Bismarck. These four professionals have made an enormous contribution to wildlife education in North Dakota,
with emphasis on educators and youth. Their efforts
have created many opportunities to bring wildlife habitats
to young people, and young people to wildlife habitats.

STUDENT AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Two outstanding graduate students were presented awards, and three outstanding undergraduate students were presented scholarships at this year’s awards banquet. Awards are provided to recognize outstanding academic achievement and research initiatives in
the fields of wildlife ecology.

The 2007 outstanding graduate students were Dan Ackerman, University of North Dakota, and Curtis V. Francis,
North Dakota State University. Dan’s hometown is Wahpeton, and Curtis hails from Jamestown.

Undergraduate scholarship were presented to Blake Schaan, University of North Dakota (home town Rugby), Brianna Schneck, North Dakota State University (home town Hillsboro), and Zach Peterson, Minot
State University – Bottineau (home town Harvey).
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SECRETARY/TREASURER
There are many volunteers in the Chapter that provide the energy, ideas, and
the will to make this Chapter the quality organization that it is. None is more
important and critical to the smooth running of Chapter business than the
Secretary -Treasurer. Mark Sherfy has served in that capacity for the past
three years. We are all indebted to him for his fine work. The Board recognized Mark with a gift certificate.

BANQUET SPEAKER
Clay Jenkinson provided the 2007 Annual Awards Banquet keynote address. Clay is a nationally known humanities scholar, author, and newspaper columnist. His entertaining and insightful topic covered the roles of
Presidents Jefferson and Teddy Roosevelt in the development of conservation in this country.

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMUNICATION AWARDS
Each year the Chapter recognizes the quality and efforts that presenter’s put into their talks and information.
Through the speakers evaluation committee, chaired by Dan Svingen, presentations were evaluated for style,
substance, and adherence to the allocated time. This year two awards were presented, one for professionals,
and one for students. In addition Western Ecosystem Technology provided a $50 grant for the best student
paper. This year Natural Resource Communication Awards went to:

Professional - Neal Niemuth – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bismarck
“Landscape-level Benefits of Waterfowl Conservation to Non-game Birds in the Prairie Pothole
Region of North Dakota”

Student - Katie Herman – South Dakota State University, Brookings
“Reproductive Ecology of Greater Sage-Grouse in Southwestern North Dakota”
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A Thank You letter from Kenneth Higgins.

Box 555
Clarksville, MO 63336
February 23, 2007
Al Sapa, President
North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society
PO Box 1442
Bismarck, ND 58502
Dear President Al Sapa and Members of the North Dakota Chapter of TWS:
In summer 1965, I attended a meeting of the North Dakota Chapter of TWS. On February 8, 2007, I
received the North Dakota Award from the Chapter during the annual meeting in Mandan. Because many of
you were not present, I am hereby thanking each and every one of you personally for the award.
In 1962, I joined TWS as a student at Colorado State University with a little encouragement from Dr.
Douglas Gilbert. At that time, I never envisioned that I would later become President of the North Dakota
Chapter, the South Dakota Chapter and the Central Mountains and Plains Section of TWS. In retrospect, my
best job with TWS was my term as Secretary/Treasurer of the N.D. Chapter. While in that position, I became
acquainted with all of the Chapter’s members as well as with many in other levels of TWS. It was while I was
in that position that I came to realize that the strength and value of TWS was with its members and their activities, and not with its budgets or publications, although they are also essential elements necessary to the members.
In recent years I have been aware that the N.D. Chapter and its members have been valued and recognized as one of the more active Chapters in North America. And that’s what makes this Award such a highly
valued recognition. So again, many thanks to each and every member of the Chapter, the nomination committee, and the Executive Board of Officers.
Continue the good work!
With Heartfelt Regards,

Kenneth F. Higgins
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Mike Szymanski, Membership Chairman, of any address
changes. Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This
is greatly appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
PHONE #
EMAIL
EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____ a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Regular
$15.00
Available to any person employed, trained, or is a student
in a natural resource field. Entitled to vote in Chapter elections.
Regular (Senior)
For members 55 years or older with 5 or more years of
previous Chapter membership.

$10.00

Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor
Available to any person or organization which is interested
in supporting the Chapter as it is operated by membership.
Non-voting status.

$10.00

Life Member (Regular)

$200.00

Life Member (Senior)
$100.00
Available to members 55 years or older with 5 or more years
of previous Chapter membership.
Student

$8.00

Central Mountain & Plains Section TWS

$1.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$

Make checks payable to North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society.
Mail to: North Dakota Chapter TWS, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442
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“The first
day of spring
is one thing,
and the first
spring day is
another. The
difference
between
them is
sometimes
as great as a
month.”
Henry Van Dyke
American shortstory Writer and
Poet
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