North Dakota Chapter
The Wildlife Society
The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its membership to pursue
conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.

Spring 2009

The Professional Women in Natural Resources social had a fantastic turnout at the annual meeting in February!
2009 MEMBERSHIP DUES
If you were unable to attend the Annual
Meeting in Mandan, renew your membership
with the application form on page 15.

As a member of the NDCTWS, you are now automatically a member of
the Central Mountains and Plains Section of the Wildlife Society. Check
out the Spring 2009 newsletter:
http://joomla.wildlife.org/CMP/images/Documents/newsletter_mar_09.pdf

Quarterly Reporting Update—Combined
October 1, 2008—March 31, 2009

•
•
•

Total Assets — $24,180

Principal — $27,517.78

Return — -$3,337.78

•
•
•
•

Contributions for the reporting period — $2,050
Contributors for the reporting period —7
Withdrawals for the period - $0.00
Comments: Thank you!

Total Contributors — 55
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DEDICATED TO THE WISE USE OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES

A Message From the President
The Annual Meeting of the Chapter was a great success in Mandan. Unfortunately the weather was a big
issue - which normally seems to be the case when we schedule our meeting. However, most members
were able to attend at least part, if not all of the meeting. Travels conditions were not good, but the
attendance by members shows their support of the Chapter and willingness to face adverse conditions.
The meeting was a great time to learn, visit, fund-raise, acknowledge award recipients, and to reenergize members to work on challenges faced by our natural resources. The days prior to the meeting
the Executive Board was very concerned about attendance, arrangements, and cancellations. However,
the meeting was a great success and well attended, which should not really be a surprise to our group of
dedicated professionals that face adverse conditions daily.
The winter of 2009 will be remembered as the one of the snowiest and seemingly longest on record.
The snow provides much needed moisture for aquifers, wetlands, dams, and the soil. Migratory birds
arriving this spring will be greeted to the prairie potholes in glorious fashion. However, resident species
of wildlife are not faring well. While flying deer surveys this winter – I looked across the seemingly
endless white landscape and meager amount of winter habitat and wondered how anything could
survive. The winter of 2009 resulted in a staggering number of concerns of deer eating and damaging
winter livestock hay supplies. Even though most landowners and ranchers were short on hay from last
years drought, tired of plowing snow, and facing
miserable calving conditions – it never ceased to
amaze me how the vast majority were so
compassionate towards deer and other resident
wildlife and willing to share limited hay and feed
supplies.
Private property provides most of the wildlife
habitat in North Dakota. Even though most
landowners, farmers, and ranchers are not crazy
about government or agency habitat programs
on private lands – our profession must continue
to foster good working relationships and
nurture their conservation ethic.
It will be a busy year for the Chapter and its
members as we face challenges regarding energy
development, Missouri River issues and
numerous landscape changes. Because we have
faced adverse conditions before, hopefully we
can be effective and make a difference and help
shape the uses of our natural resources.
Kent Luttschwager
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, May 19, 2009
10:00 AM
Long Lake NWR

NEWS
Have you checked out The Wildlife Society’s webpage lately? www.wildlife.org
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North Dakota Chapter TWS 2009—Executive Board Members and Committees
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Kent Luttschwager

kluttschwager@nd.gov

701-774-4320

Secretary/Treasure
Newsletter
CMPS Representative
Natural Resources Trust Advisor
Resolutions and Public Statements
Finance

Terry Allbee
Sandy Johnson
Glenn Sargeant
Scott Peterson
Kent Luttschwager
Mike Goos

nrtterry@btinet.net
sajohnson@nd.gov
glenn_sargeant@usgs.gov
speterso@nd.gov
kluttschwager@nd.gov
mike_goos@fws.gov

701-223-8501
701-328-6382
701-253-5528
701-324-2211
701-774-4320
701-442-5474

Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements
Program
Audit
Membership
Nominations
Fund Raising

Mark Sherfy
Mark Sherfy
Marsha Sovada
Tom Sklebar
Mike Szymanski
Mark Sherfy
Chuck Bosch

mark_sherfy@usgs.gov
mark_sherfy@usgs.gov
marsha_sovada@usgs.gov
toms995@daktel.com
mszymanski@nd.gov
mark_sherfy@usgs.gov
chuck_bosch@fws.gov

701-253-5504
701-253-5504
701-253-5506
701-489-3490
701-328-6360
701-253-5504
701-355-8515

President-Elect Portfolio
Bylaws
Legislative
Awards
Small Grants
Law Enforcement
Website

Jane Austin
Paul Myerchin
Randy Renner
Jane Austin
Jane Austin
Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen
A.J. Klein

jaustin@usgs.gov
clarklaw@btinet.net
rrenner@ducks.org
jaustin@usgs.gov
jaustin@usgs.gov
jalundst@nd.gov
webmaster@ndctws.org

701-253-5510
701-250-8968
701-355-3500
701-253-5510
701-253-5510
701-328-6606

Portfolio A
Wetland Resources
Historian
Wildlife Commercialization

Mike Rabenberg
Curt Bradbury
Jeremy Duckwitz
Mike McEnroe

michael_rabenberg@fws.gov
curtis.bradbury@nd.usda.gov
yodelyote@hotmail.com
memcenroe@btinet.net

701-255-3052
701-662-7967
701 782-4143
701-224-8335

Alternative Energy
ND Action Group
Portfolio B
Western Lands

Paul Myerchin
Casey Anderson

clarklaw@btinet.net
canderson@nd.gov

Stacy Whipp
Bill Jensen

stacy_whipp@fws.gov
bjensen@nd.gov

701-250-8968
701-328-6613
701-285-3354
701-328-6637

State Wildlife Grants

Bruce Kreft

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

Education & Outreach

Kristine Askerooth

kristine_askerooth@fws.gov

701-724-3598

Invasive Species

Dave Dewald

dave.dewald@nd.nrcs.gov

701-530-2083

Prof. Women in Nat. Resources

Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth

cami_dixon@fws.gov

701-662-8611

Portfolio C
Missouri River
Devils Lake Basin
Garrison Diversion
Prairie Resources
Red River Watershed
Portfolio D
Northern Great Plains Work Group
Endangered Species
Wildlife Damage Management
Legacy Trust Initiative
Tribal Wildlife
Inactive Committees

Natoma Buskness
Vacant
Roger Hollevoet
Bill Bicknell
Jill Shaffer

natoma_buskness@fws.gov

Jack Lalor
Jeremy Guinn
Kevin Willis
Patrick Isakson & Eric Rosenquist

Phil Mastrangelo
Bill Bicknell
Dave Azure & Jeremy Guinn
Representatives

701-752-4218

roger_hollevoet@fws.gov
william_bicknell@fws.gov
jshaffer@usgs.gov

701-662-8611
701-355-8512
701-253-5547

jack_lalor@fws.gov

701-724-3598

jeremyg@sbci.edu
kevin_willis@fws.gov
pisakson@nd.gov
p.mastrangelo@usda.gov
william_bicknell@fws.gov

701-854-8037
701-355-8526
701-328-6338
701-250-4405
701-355-8512

dave_azure@fws.gov

701-285-3341

Contracts

Fishery Resources, Mike Olson
Forest Resources, Tom Claeys

USDA Tech Comm., Karen Kreil
Garrison Master Plan, Al Sapa

Prairie Chicken, Greg Link

CMPS Rep., Stan Kohn

Legislative Liaison, Mike McEnroe
Webmaster, A.J. Klein

NRT, Scott Peterson
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Chapter members. Moved that for a one-year trial
period, all NDCTWS members will be enrolled in
CMPS, with the $1 membership fee paid from
NDCTWS dues (MSC Sapa, Luttschwager). The
Chapter will distribute the MCPS newsletter in the
same manner as the Chapter’s newsletter, eliminating the need to provide CMPS with Chapter member’s e-mail addresses. Persons wishing to receive
a paper copy (rather than the electronic version) of
the CMPS newsletter can do so for an additional
The Executive Board Meeting of the North Dakota
$4.00 fee. Sherfy noted the 2009 Draft Budget will
Chapter of The Wildlife Society was called to order at need to be amended to include the approximately
10:00 AM at the Best Western Seven Seas Hotel in $300 required for the CMPS dues.
Mandan, ND. Those in attendance included Al
Sapa, Mark Sherfy, Curtis Bradbury, Sandra JohnSecretary/Treasurer Position:: Luttschwager reson, Kent Luttschwager, Mike Rabenberg; Stacy
ported that he had recruited Terry Allbee as a candiWhipp and Kathy Baer arrived late due to road con- date for the Secretary/Treasurer position that Kathy
ditions. Also in attendance were Bill Bicknell, Terry Baer will be resigning after the Annual Meeting.
Allbee, Jill Shaffer, Rick Patzman, Mike McEnroe
Moved that the Board recommend Terry Allbee as a
and Gary White. Rabenberg took notes in Kathy’s
candidate for the Secretary/Treasurer position at the
absence.
Annual Meeting, his duties to commence immediately upon Kathy Baer’s resignation (MSC
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and carried”
Luttschwager, Johnson).
followed by names of board members making and
seconding the motion. NTR = “Nothing to Report”
Land Acquisition and Ownership Policy (Finance
from the committee chair.
Committee): board discussed recent edits made to
the policy, which generally removed some restriction
OLD BUSINESS
regarding donating or selling easements on property
acquired by the Chapter. Moved to approve the
Land Acquisition and Ownership Policy as currently
Treasurer’s Report
written (MSC Sapa, Luttschwager). Sherfy thanked
the Finance Committee, and particularly McEnroe,
Correspondence Sent & Received: Letters sent to
165 former and prospective TWS/Chapter members the primary author.

North Dakota Chapter
of The Wildlife Society
Executive Board Meeting
Minutes
February 11, 2009

asking them to consider (rejoining TWS and/or the
ND Chapter.
By-Laws Review: Only one comment was received
from membership since last meeting. The recommended modifying the language to reflect that the
Chapter periodically works on issues that extend
beyond North Dakota’s state boundary. Moved to
remove the phrase “in North Dakota” from two locations in the By-Laws Article 2, Section 2 (4) & (6)
(MSC Sapa, Rabenberg).

NEW BUSINESS

keynote speaker John Cooper to talk about this issue
at the annual Business Meeting.
CMPS dues were increased from $30 to $300 (as
discussed in Old Business).
Moved to approve the revised 2009 budget, as
amended (MSC Luttshwager, Bradbury).
Communication Issues: Board recognizes the increasing importance of and our dependence upon
the internet for maintaining communication with
Chapter members. Board continued discussing
current and future information needs and recognizes
the need to act soon on revising/reorganizing our
forums for electronic communication (newsletter,
website, emails).
Elk EIS: Comments on Draft EIS for managing elk
populations in Theodore Roosevelt NP are Due
March 19th. Al Sapa/Bill Jensen will draft the Chapter’s comment letter. A request for Chapter member’s input will be made at the Annual meeting.
Everyone needs to get their comments to Sapa by
February 28th.
ND Natural Resource Trust: Terry Allbee informed
the Board that NRT would like to use the $500 donated by the Chapter in 2008 towards the planned
purchase of the “Smith Grove” non-development
conservation easement north of Mandan. The Board
supported NRT’s request.
No individual Committee reports were heard in essence of time and reports submitted for Annual Business meeting.

2009 Budget Revisions: Prairie Resources Committee asked to remove their $1500 request in support
of Prairie Days event. Co-chairs Jill Shaffer and
Cami Dixon felt they did not have time to properly
prepare for and host a Prairie Day event in 2009.

Professional Women in Natural Resources Committee asked to remove their $250 request to support
the Committee’s luncheon at the Annual Meeting.
The other significant change included the increase in Alternative Energy Committee submitted a written
voting quorum size for Board and membership. The request for $2000 in continued support of the NorthBoard voting quorum will increase from 4 to 5 mem- ern Plains Wind Energy Forum. Jill Shaffer and Rick
bers. The membership voting quorum will increase Patzman explained that the Forum had raised
$44,000, but has expenses of $63,000. The Board
from 20 to 50 members. The bylaws also include
language for the Dakota Prairie Legacy. The revised expressed continued support, the amount contingent
bylaws will be forwarded to TWS following approval on the continued support of the Forum’s other partners and fund-raising efforts from the annual meetby the membership.
ing. The Board agreed to add $1000 into the budget
for not.
Depredation Position Statements: The Board reviewed the Deep Depredation Management Position
Statement and the Migratory Bird Depredation Posi- Tony Dean Memorial Acres is a partnership effort
being coordinated by the South Dakota Parks and
tion Statement. The position statements will be
presented to the Chapter membership at the annual Wildlife Foundation to purchase lands in recognition
of veteran outdoor communicator and conservation
meeting.
leader Tony Dean. The land will become a wildlife
management area open for public hunting and other
CMPS Dues: Sherfy reported on his meeting w/
outdoor pursuits. The Board expressed support for
Chapter’s CMPS representative Glen Sargeant to
the contributing to the project, but feels a separate
discuss procedures for payment of CMPS dues.
fund-raising project may be warranted. Sapa will ask
Gary White (CMPS past-president) addressed the
Board on the values of CMPS membership to ND
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or maintain high populations in North Dakota is
not considered a standard wildlife management
practice and should be avoided.” The new number 8 was edited to read: “8) Not support deer
damage management on any lands where deer
hunter access is denied, except those zoned for
non-hunting (e.g. airports). Not support deer
damage management on any lands where deer
hunting access fees are charged.” Move to apThe Annual Business Meeting of the North Dakota
prove the position statement as amended. (MSC
Chapter of The Wildlife Society was called to order at
Rick Nelson, Patsy Crooke)
1:18 pm at the Seven Seas in Mandan, North Dakota. Quorum present with approximately 63 in
6. Approval—Migratory Bird Depredation Position
attendance. Dick McCabe will serve as parliamenStatement: (Written copy provided) Changed
tarian.
depredation to depredating in fourth paragraph,
second sentence pg 27 of business packet,
changed heading Recommendation/Policy to
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and carried”
Recommendation/Position and policy to position
followed by names of board members making and
in last paragraph, first sentence on page 28 of
seconding the motion. NTR = “Nothing to Report”
business packet, and position 11 on page 29 of
from the committee chair.
business packet to “Encourage conservation
tillage techniques which enhance availability of
I. OLD BUSINESS
foods to migratory birds and may decrease damage to surrounding un-harvested crops.” Move to
1. Approval of 2008 business meeting minutes: copy
accept position statement as amended (MSC
attached to business meeting packet. Moved to
Greg Hiemenz, Dave Dewald).
accept minutes as submitted. (MSC Mike Goos,
7. Move to consider Committee reports as part of
Al Sapa)
Old Business (MSC Alexis Duxbury, Sally Benja2. Review of 2008 Budget and Finances: Written
min)
report submitted. Moved to accept minutes as
submitted. (MSC Marsha Sovada, Paul Myerchin)
II. COMMITTEE REPORTS
3. Approval of the 2009 Budget: Mark addressed
the changes as discussed in the board meeting,
President’s Portfolio
Alternative Energy addition, CMPS memberships
(outgoing), Prairie Resources and Professional
Women’s Committees with drew budget requests. Secretary/Treasurer (Kathy Baer) — Written reports
provided. Nothing further to report.
Approve budget as submitted and with changes
as presented at annual meeting. (MSC Dave
Azure, Jill Shaffer).
Newsletter (Sandy Johnson) — Written report in
4. Approval – Bylaws Changes—(written copy probusiness packet.
vided): Paul Myerchin presented a general rundown of the changes. Comments regarding quo- CMPS Representative (Glen Sargeant) — Written
rum needed for annual meeting. Concerns were report in business packet. Glen discussed what the
expressed regarding getting 50 members at the
CMPS does for its members. Glen encouraged
annual business meeting. Mike Johnson asked
members to take advantage of services CMPS profor a reference of the actual wording of the North vides and to play an active role w/in CMPS. CMPS
American Model to be included somehow in the
developed a list of priorities and four of them are key
bylaws. Al Sapa asked to have the Committee
issues w/in ND. Glen also asked for members to
take up adding the Model to the bylaws and preconsider running for the CMPS board. CMPS is
sent to the membership at next year’s meeting.
looking for board member at large candidates and
Move to accept bylaws changes as written includ- presidential candidates. Gary White(CMPS Past
ing changes from the Board meeting (MSC Mike
President): Aug 18-20 CMPS meeting in Colorado.
McEnroe, Karen Kreil) Changes will be sent to
Gary asked that Chapter to forward nominations for
TWS for approval and acceptance.
awards to be forwarded to CMPS for consideration
5. Approval – Deer Depredation Management Posi- there as well. Gary highlighted changes to TWS,
tion Statement: (Written copy provided.) Both
TWS website, etc… Gary addressed the unified
depredation statements were first drafted 4dues discussion w/in TWS.
5years ago at same time as furbearer statement,
but were not passed for unknown reasons. Added Natural Resources Trust Advisor (Scott Peterson) —
a new statement: “2) Support maintaining wild
Written report in business packet.
deep populations with in carrying capacity of the
land.” Renumbered existing position statements
Resolutions & Public Statements (Al Sapa) — Writfollowing the new number 2. Changed the new
ten report in business packet.
number 4 statement to: “Oppose artificial or supplemental feeding to maintain deep populations at
Finance Committee (Mike Goos) — Written report in
inappropriately high levels.” The remaining senbusiness packet. Goos highlighted offer of property
tence from this statement was moved to new
and development of land acquisition and ownership
second paragraph at the top and will read:
“Artificial or supplemental deer feeding to enhance policy, Combined Federal Campaign inclusion (not

North Dakota Chapter of The
Wildlife Society
Annual Business Meeting
Minutes
February 12, 2009
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eligible at this point). McEnroe went over contributions to the DPL. All contributions are currently
going into Money Market account until market turns
around.
Past President’s Portfolio
Arrangements (Al Sapa) — Bill Bicknell is of great
assistance to committee in setting up meeting.
Program (Marsha Sovoda) —
Audit (Tom Sklebar) — Written report in business
packet.
Membership (Mike Szymanski) — Written report in
business packet.
Nominations (Mike Goos) — NTR Full slate of candidates were received.
Fundraising (Chuck Bosch) — The goal of the Committee is to make money for chapter and have fun
doing it. Committee members are Scott McLeod,
Scott Winkelman, Jeremy Thury, Ryan Shively,
John Bauer, Luke Anderson, Mike Graue, Natoma
Buskness, Weston Weisenberger, John Mazur, Ryan
Tunkee, Scott Winkelman, and Matt Van Thuyne.
The fundraiser results: auction $2,479.17, raffle
$2,083.63, gun raffle $900.97, road ringer $260.00,
decoy board $828.20, Ross Hier watercolor $333.00,
Ed’s coat rack $270.00, guarantee auction $160.01,
waterfowl table $1,066.75 and cash contributions of
$70.00. The total fundraising profit minus expenses
is $8,399.92. Chuck mentioned the North Carolina
Chapter donation of duck call; sent print to NC for
their auction. Committee is looking for new items
and for trade items w/other chapters.
50th Anniversary Ad-hoc Committee—Al mentioned
survey that was laid out for membership to complete.
50th anniversary is coming up fast and will require
extra planning. Committee is looking for more committee members.
President Elect Portfolio (Vacant)
Bylaws (Paul Myerchin) — Written report in business
packet.
Legislative (Randy Renner) — Written report provided. Open invite to members for Friday noon
meetings at ND Game & Fish office during session.
Discussed bills that committee reviews. Committee
is tracking 81 bills, from wildlife, energy, TRNPS,
weeds … Baiting bill (Senate Bill 2351) and easement bill (Senate Bill 2246) are probably two biggest
bills the Chapter is tracking. Friday noon meeting
will be here at Seven Seas.
Awards (Mark Sherfy) — Final results will be presented at banquet.
Small Grants (Mark Sherfy) —No requests received
this year.

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
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(Continued from page 6)

packet.

Devils Lake Basin (Roger Hollevoet) —written report
Law Enforcement (Jackie Lundstrom, Tim Phalen) — submitted at meeting. Devils Lake flooding may set
new record this year. Improved drainage in Pembina
Final results will be presented at banquet.
basin threatens carp becoming established in Devils
Lake. Water boards are concerned about blocking
NDCTWS Website (A.J. Klein) — Written report in
drains to prevent carp transfer. Hog farms are movbusiness packet. Board is considering centralizing
into communications committee, newsletter, website ing into the Devils Lake Basin; cattle feed lots may
not be far behind.
and e-mail.
Portfolio A (Mike Rabenberg)
Wetland Resources (Curtis Bradbury) — Teddy
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (TRCP) contacted the Chapter to partner in their “We Are Wetlands Campaign”. The campaign is geared toward
increasing public awareness of wetlands. The campaign is also petitioning the President to increase
wetland protection.

Garrison Diversion (Bill Bicknell) —Written report in
business packet.
Prairie Resources (Jill Shaffer) — Written report in
business packet.
Red River Watershed (Jack Lalor) — Written report
in business packet.

NRCS is taking applications for the Wetlands RePortfolio D (Sandy Johnson)
serve Program (WRP). The program is well funded
and is targeting prairie pothole wetlands, floodplains Northern Great Plains Working Group (Kevin Willis)
and flooded lands. The program offers 10 year
— Written report in business packet.
restoration agreements, but most accepted offers will
be eased for 30 years.
Endangered Species (Eric Rosenquist and Patrick
Isakson) — Written report in business packet.
Historian (Jeremy Duckwitz) —late report submitted.
Searching for contact info for charter members,
Wildlife Damage Management (Phil Mastrangelo) —
Wildlife Commercialization (Mike McEnroe) — Nothing to Report.
Alternative Energy (Paul Myerchin) — Written report
in business packet. Paul wanted membership to be
aware of the dedication of the wind sub-committee.

Written report in business packet.
Legacy Trust Initiative (Bill Bicknell) — Written report
in business packet.
Professional Women in Natural Resources (Cami
Dixon & Kristine Askerooth) — Written report in
business packet.

2.Election results: New board members will be Jeremy Guinn and Natoma Buskness. New presidentelect will be Jane Austin. Moved to destroy the
ballots (MSC Al Sapa, Randy Renner).
3.Secretary/Treasurer Appointment: Kathy Baer will
resign her secretary/treasurer duties at completion
of 2009 annual meeting. Terry Allbee was nominated and approved by the board. Terry will take
over the duties when Kathy completes the 2009
annual meeting books.
4.Business from the floor: None presented.
5.Approval of new members: New membership
applications received from: April Littleghost, Bethany Fischer, Brandon Boehm, Brent Belland, Cailyn
Settelmeyer, Dan Grove, Duane Anderson, Duane
Jackson, Dustin Casady, Erik Schmidt, Heidi
Kuska, J.Liessmann Vantine, Jeff Horn, Jeffery
Gleason, Louise Yazzie, Mandy Jo Guinn, Mark
Wiltermuth, Mary Eisenbeisz, Maurice St Goddard,
Mery Casady, Michael Michelson, Palani Luger,
Paul Olson, Rebekah Olson, Rheanna Kautzman,
Sean White Mountain, Steven Fasching, Vanessa
Eckhoff, Justin Askim, Shawn Bayless, Craig Bihrle, Philip Brown, Bruce Burkett, Pam Dryer, Scot
Elstad, Mark Fisher, Kyle Gustafson, David Herr,
Harris Hoistad, Jeff Kapaun, Kathie Kjar, Tim Larson, Sarah McIntyre, Allan Pfliger, Michael Shaughness,Neil Shook, Signe Snortland, Thomson Soule,
Lowell Tripp, Stan Zschomler. Move to approve
new members (MSC Paulette Scherr, Jane Austin)
6.Business meeting adjourned: Moved to adjourn
(MSC Al Sapa, Jill Shaffer)
7.Tony Dean Memorial: John Cooper presented
information regarding the Tony Dean Memorial
Acres effort. Partners are working toward purchasing a 2500 acre parcel to manage for public hunting
and education. 5 stool effort: $125,000 of grassroots dollars that would be matched by SD GF&P
funds dollar for dollar or 2/1; then group would go to
Ducks Unlimited and ask them to partner; Pheasants Forever has pledged to assist as well; Tom
Torno and Curt Forman are working toward funding
as well. Unsure of final manager of property, but
likely it would be SD Game Fish & Parks or FWS.
Looking for a complex of grasslands & wetlands.
Fund is established under SD foundation and they
have already raised $31,000. Cooper asked the
Chapter to consider a donation. Dave Zinter is the
co-chair w/Cooper. October 30, 2009 is the deadline. Hoping to complete the purchase in the middle of 2010.

ND Action Group (Casey Anderson) — Written report
in business packet.
Introduction of 2009 Executive Board candidates and
remarks from the President-elect Candidates: Board
Portfolio B (Stacy Whipp)
Candidates that were present were introduced and
the presidential candidates made comments. Sandy
Western Lands (Bill Jensen) — Written report in
Johnson and Curtis Bradbury are the Board membusiness packet. Elk EIS for TRNPS is out for com- bers leaving the board. Sherfy called for any further
ment. Chapter is working on comment letter. Mem- nominations from the floor. Moved for nominations
ber comments are due to Sapa by Feb 28, 2009.
to close (MSC Patsy Crooke, Marsha Sovada).
Comments due to NPS March 19, 2009.
III. NEW BUSINESS
State Wildlife Grants (Bruce Kreft) — Written report
in business packet.
1.Passing of the Gavel: Sherfy passed the gavel to
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 PM.
Luttschwager. Luttschwager accepted the gavel.
Education & Outreach (Kristine Askerooth) — Written report in business packet.
Invasive Species (Dave Dewald) — Bills introduced
brought invasive species into the weed law. House
bill 1270 involves certified weed free gravel and feed.
Tribal Wildlife (Dave Azure, Jeremy Guinn) — NTR
Portfolio C (Curtis Bradbury)
Missouri River (Vacant) — Written report in business
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2009 Operating Budget
Income
Annual Meeting
Auction & Fundraiser
Award Income
CMPS-incoming mem.
Dakota Prairie Legacy Contributions
Interest Income Total
CD
DPL-VanGuard Wellesley Interest
Money Market
Other Interest Income
Legacy Trust Initiative Income
Life Membership
Membership - National - Incoming
Membership - Regular
Membership - Student
Prairie Resources income
Raffle Income
Scholarship Income
Total Income
EXPENSES
Alternative Energy Committee
Annual Meeting Expense
Auction Expense
Awards
Brochure
CMPS-outgoing mem.
Dakota Prairie Legacy (Expenses)
Discretionary
Education Committee Total
Keep ND Clean Poster Contest
ND Jr. Duck Stamp Contest
Food and Habitat Plot Contest
Earth Day
Finance Committee
Invasive Species
Legacy Trust Initiative Expense
Legislative Committee
Life memberships transfer
Membership - National - Outgoing
Merchandise Expense
Misc. expense
Newsletter
NRT-Missouri River
Other Printing
Postage
Prairie Resources
Professional Women's Committee
Raffle Expense
Small Grant Program
Sponsorships
Student Scholarships
Tax Preparation
Travel Expense Total
General
Student
Other Travel Expense
Web Site
Wildlife Commercialization
Transfer to Dakota Prairie Legacy/Vanguard Wellesley
TOTAL EXPENSES
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$
$
$
$
$
$
$

8,500.00
7,000.00
100.00
30.00
3,000.00
490.00
350.00

$
$
$
$

40.00
100.00
750.00
300.00

$ 3,000.00
$
120.00
$
300.00
$ 2,500.00
$
100.00
$ 26,090.00

The 2009 annual fundraiser
and auction resulted
in a net profit of $8,400!!
2009 Annual Fundraiser Summary
Item
Auction
General Raffle
Gun Raffle
Road Ringer
Decoy Board
Ross Hier Watercolor
Eds Coat Rack
Guarantee Auction
Waterfowl Table
Cash Contribution
Miscellaneous expenses

Profit
$2,479.17
$2,088.63
$ 900.97
$ 260.00
$ 828.20
$ 333.00
$ 270.00
$ 160.01
$1,066.45
$ 70.00
$8,456.43
-56.51
$8,399.92

*Miscellaneous expenses file box, boards, money bags etc.

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,000.00
8,800.00
1,200.00
800.00
300.00
300.00
1,500.00
1,050.00
250.00
300.00
300.00
200.00
500.00
5,272.00
300.00
200.00
2,500.00
200.00
1,000.00
550.00
1,500.00
200.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
3,000.00

$ 31,172.00
$ (5,082.00)

Congratulations to the raffle winners!
Big Raffle
$200 Sportsman’s Warehouse Gift Certificate: Thomas Buhl
$100 Bass Pro Shops Gift Certificate: Dan Ackerman
McEnroe Carving: Ron Shupe
$75.00 Sportsman’s Warehouse Gift Certificate: Don Fritzgerald
$50.00 Cabelas Gift Certificate: Harvey Miller

Gun Raffle
Tikka Rifle: Jeff Horn
Ruger 10/22: Floyd Benz

Thanks again to everyone who donated
an item, purchased something, or
participated in various raffles and
games. The Fundraising committee
had a great time putting on this years
auction and fund-raising event and we
hope you had a great time attending.
We look forward to next year in Minot.
Hope to see you all there.
Chuck Bosh,
Fundraising Committee Chair
Fundraising Committee Members:
Matt Vanthony, Scott McLeod, Scott Winkelmann,
Ryan Tungee, Jeramy Thury, Luke Anderson, John
Bauer, Mike Graue, Ryan Shivley, Wess
Wiesenberger, John Mazer, Natoma Buskness
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2009 Donation List
Note: If we accidentally omitted anyone please bring this to our attention as we take this very seriously. We will include any
omissions in the next newsletter.
#

Donated by

1

Ed Meendering

Item
Mallard coat rack

2

Rick Patzman

European Style Skull mount

3

Mike Olson

Morning Caller Print

4

John Halko

Ringneck decoys

5

Phil Masterangelo

Shotgun Shell box & T-post stepper

6

Sportsman’s Warehouse

$100 card & discount

7

National Wild Turkey Federation

Knife and sheath

8

North Carolina TWS

Duck Call

9

Mike McEnroe

2 Shorebird decoys, dozen Mallard silhouettes, Fishing Lures, Plant and animal books

10

Jay Leitch

Cat Fishing trip

11

Ron Reynolds

Hand crafted Duck Call

12

Dick Kroger

2 books

13

Al & Markene Sapa

Decorative Flintlock Rifle & Table cloth

14

Todd Ferichs

$70

15

Ross Hier

Squal line Birds watercolor Print, Wildflower watercolor Print

16

Mike Goos

3 fishing rods, 1 rod & reel combo.

17

Arrowwood NWR

Ground Blind

18

Kulm WMD

6 Fullbody Mallard Decoys

19

Jill Shaeffer

Mug

20

Mike McEnroe

Missouri Sandpiper Decoy, Wooden Pheasant Decoy

21

Merle O. Bennett

Spotlight

22

Mike Johnson

Case of shotgun shells

23

Dave Dewald

3 Prints

24

Chase Lake- Andy Jewett

Gun Stand.

25

Greg Heimenz

6 Mallard Decoy

26

Karen and Randy Kreil

Hat, print, & dove decoy

27

Paul Van Ningen

Homemade Creel Basket.

28

Erik Fritzell

Books, & Map.

29

Garth Zimbleman

Ladder Stand

30

Runnings

Fly holder, shell cases, cap, powerbait, icefishing kit, shotgun shell holder, mouth spray.

31

Cammi Dixon

White table wine

32

J. Clark Salyer

Bigfoot Decoys

33

Des Lacs NWR

Big Sky Carver Swan Decoy

Fred Geise

Lund Tackle Box

34

MULE Deer Fndt
Jeremy Duckwitz

Bobcat Pelt, Clock
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North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
Annual Award Recipients
February 12, 2009
NORTH DAKOTA AWARD—MIKE JOHNSON
Mike Johnson has been a dedicated and active member of our organization for over 30 years - and amazingly has only missed one annual meeting
during these three decades. Always willing to step up and work on behalf of the Chapter, he has served in many capacities with the Chapter over
the years including as President in the difficult and challenging times when the Chapter actually sued the state of North Dakota over its permissive
wetland drainage laws. Mike exemplifies all the personal and professional qualities described in the selection process for the North Dakota Chapter
of the Wildlife Society’s Professional Award. He has been a dedicated and respected waterfowl professional from the beginnings of his academic
training. He received his master’s degree from the University of Minnesota after completing research on Canada geese nesting in North Dakota.
Subsequently, he held a variety of positions in North Dakota with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S.
Geological Survey before taking the position as Migratory Game Bird Management Supervisor with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department.
In recent years he has also accepted the additional challenge of serving as the Wildlife Division’s Game Management Section Leader. In this
capacity - he has the opportunity to mentor young biologists and teach them how to work hard, work smart, and stay focused on doing what is best
for wildlife - and people who use this valuable resource. Mike has excelled in his roles with the Game and Fish Department - and has been
recognized with several awards including: Special Recognition for Implementing the Steel Shot Program in North Dakota from the Wildlife Society
in 1989; Special Recognition for Contributions to the NAWMP and PPJV Planning from the North Dakota Action Group in 1998, and; the Director’s
Award for Professional Excellence from the North Dakota Game and Fish Department in North Dakota in 1999.
In his role with the Department, he has been instrumental in the design and implementation of all waterfowl management programs in the state for
the last 24 years. This has included: implementation of steel shot; special Canada goose management regulations; all harvest surveys; sustaining
input to North Dakota’s historical breeding waterfowl surveys data base; adaptive harvest management; identification and support of key research
priorities; implementation of special regulations for light goose management, and - programs to reduce crippling loss in waterfowl.
He has always been aware that waterfowl management success depends on strong support and involvement from the general public. This puts
him in front of frequent forums with the public in which he carefully addresses the full range of migratory bird management issues in North Dakota.
He demonstrates exemplary attentiveness to communications with the public and is a frequent contributor to the Department’s NORTH DAKOTA
OUTDOORS magazine. But beyond this, he has paid particular attention to written communications for the public and the scientific community
through the authorship of over 45 publications.
His position with the Department has called on him to assume a leadership role with the Central Flyway Council and with several national waterfowl
conservation planning and management programs. He has held positions on almost all of the flyway’s subcommittees including chairman. In recent
years he has taken a singularly strong leadership role on the Arctic Goose Habitat Working Group that was formed in 1996 to address the
overabundance of light geese in North America. He
authored a key chapter in that group’s first report,
Arctic Ecosystems in Peril, about mid-continent light
geese and has recently edited and authored the
Working Group’s latest report on Direct Control and
Alternative Harvest Strategies for North American
Light Geese. Throughout the time that the
conservation community has addressed the light
goose issue he has been one of the most active and
effective spokesmen that has helped communicate
the seriousness of the issue and the steps needed to
be taken to resolve it with the general public and the
professional community. His leadership has been
instrumental in helping society make the transition to
the current extraordinary management program that is
working to solve the problem.
Mike is a complete professional who is passionately
and effectively committed to wildlife conservation in
general , and to the management of migratory birds in
particular. We are fortunate to have him as a leader
and a mentor in the North Dakota Chapter of The
Wildlife Society.
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HABITAT AWARD– MR. FRAYNE BERG
Mr. Berg is a lifelong resident of McVille North Dakota, and has repeatedly demonstrated a
strong conservation ethic for prairie, wetlands, and their associated wildlife.
Since 2004, Frayne has enrolled over 600 acres of native prairie and expired CRP into the
USFWS’ Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program grazing systems, and has planted over 245
acres to native grasses and forbs on previously cropped areas. These planted acres will likely
be enrolled in the Services’ Grassland Easement Program. Frayne has enrolled over 400 acres
into perpetual grassland and wetland easements. Frayne has enrolled at least 600 acres into the
ND Game and Fish P.L.O.T.S. program, reflecting on times when he was a young man and had
never witnessed signs stating “Trespassers will be Prosecuted”.
Frayne’s environmental motto is a common theme in the environmental/agriculture community,
“Agriculture shouldn’t stop wildlife, wildlife doesn’t stop agriculture, they must work together”.
Frayne’s environmental ethic is practiced on a daily basis and his wildlife observations are
certainly astute. His personal wildlife observations from his childhood, to the time he left for and
returned from Vietnam, to the inception of the Conservation Reserve Program, to longer term habitat protection programs such as grassland
easements have resulted in a gradual boom for wildlife.
Frayne grew up in near Mcville, ND. He witnessed prairie conversion from contiguous grasslands to the current condition of a fragmented
landscape smattered by conservation program lands. He personally participated in this battle to “tame the land”. But as times change, so does
one’s heart and mind regarding what is truly important. A flock of geese, a meadowlark’s song, a lonely mink on frigid day - all have become life’s
true treasures and are medicine for his soul.
Through Frayne’s crop insurance business, he has certainly witnessed his share of “landscape injustices”. Frayne understands that even the
steepest, most undulating rock filled landscapes of native grassland habitat and highly erodible soil is not safe from ill-advised cropping practices.
But Frayne is an advocate for landscape protection and landscape health. Whenever the time is right, Frayne has spoken positively about Farm
Bill or Easement programs to other landowners and his neighbors, and inspired them to inquire about these programs. These contacts occasionally
result in habitat protection or enhancement as well.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD—CAMI DIXON
A Special Recognition Award was presented to Cami Dixon for her instrumental part of the North
Dakota Chapter over the past decade. She is a critical member on the Wetland Resources Committee and the Prairie Resources Committee, and is a past Executive Board member. She has been
part of the Legacy Trust Initiative, and is forging new paths with the development of the Professional
Women in Natural Resources committee. Cami’s true passion is the prairie. As a member of the
Chapter, she has worked to extend this passion to directly protect North Dakota’s resources, and
also to inspire other Chapter members, the public, and future natural resource professionals.

CASE OF THE YEAR—BRENT SCHWAN

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Kathy Baer was recognized for her commitment over the past 2 years as secretary-treasurer.

Game Warden Brent Schwan received the Charles V. Pulver case of the year award
for his work on a case that resulted in 4 people cited for 28 citations including: illegal
possession of big game, hunting in the wrong unit, accomplice (to illegal taking of
game), illegal possession of small game, unlawful transportation, discharge of a firearm within a motor vehicle and hunting in a closed season.

PAST-PRESIDENT’S AWARD
The Past President Award is presented in recognition of the hard work and dedication put forth by the
President during the past year. The role of the
president requires dedication, communication, organization, and patience. Mark Sherfy has demonstrated these requirements in exemplary fashion.
Mark has worked diligently during his time as your
President, and has also effectively represented the
Chapter at the Central Mountains and Plains section level and at the National level in his work with
the Parent Chapter of the Wildlife Society.
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STUDENT AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Each recipient is nominated by the faculty at their university for excelling in academics, quality research, and professional involvement. They receive a certificate and a check. Thanks to Western Plains Consulting for providing funding towards the scholarships!

Valley City State University Undergraduate—
Tatem Brandt
Tatem Brandt is an outstanding senior Fisheries and Wildlife student at VCSU. With his work ethic and
experience, Tatem should have a bright future as a wildlife professional, and is committed to the conservation of North Dakota’s natural resources.

UND Undergraduate—
Kyle Gustafson
Kyle Gustafson is currently in his senior
year at the University of North Dakota with
an expected graduation date of May
2009, earning a Bachelors degree in
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. Kyle is an
active member of the Student Chapter
and currently serves as Student Chapter
President.

NDSU Undergraduate—Anthony Nelson
Anthony Nelson is a senior in North Dakota State University’s Zoology Program with an emphasis on
Fisheries and Wildlife Management. Anthony is a recent retiree of the United States Army and continues
to show his determination and drive in attaining his life-long passion of a degree in a wildlife management. Upon completion of his degree his goal is to obtain a job in wildlife management and continue his
education as a wildlife biologist.

MSU Bottineau – Kory Rude
Kory Rude is a sophomore at MSU-Bottineau, majoring in wildlife management. He will complete the first two years at the end of the 2009 spring semester. Kory is
the type of student who is willing to go the extra mile to complete an assignment. He will be an asset to any natural resource agency upon completion of his formal
education.

Sitting Bull College – Dylan Jones
Dylan has completed his degree requirements and will graduate with a Bachelors of Science degree in Environmental Science in May 2009. He has great potential
as a scientist and will be an asset concerning wildlife issues in the Dakotas for year to come.

NDSU Graduate Student—
Dave Mushet (at right)
David Mushet is a PhD student in North Dakota
State University’s Graduate Program in Environmental and Conservation Sciences. His dissertation research is broadly focused on exploring the
landscape ecology and genetics of amphibians in
North Dakota. At last year’s annual meeting in
Grand Forks, David won the Chapter’s Best Professional Paper Award for his presentation on
Northern Leopard Frogs. This paper was based
off of his dissertation research and is proving to be
especially important in furthering our understanding of the landscape genetics of northern leopard
frogs. In 2006, David also won the Chapter’s
Natural Resource Communication Award for his
paper Tigers in our Wetlands in which he discussed the ecological importance of tiger salamanders in North Dakota wetlands.
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UND Graduate Student—
Nathaniel Emery
Nathaniel is currently working with the
Northwest Research and Outreach
Center in Crookston, Minnesota on his
graduate research on greater prairie
chickens in Minnesota. He has been
busy trapping an monitoring with radio
transmitters for correlations to habitat
management. He has been the recipient of numerous scholarships and
awards – including the Fedler Scholarship from the Minnesota Chapter;
Student Conservationist Award from
the Minnesota Chapter; and Best Student Paper from the North Dakota
Chapter in 2008.

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
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AWARDS BANQUET SPEAKER
The awards banquet guest speaker was John Cooper, former Secretary of South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. Mr. Cooper
spoke to “Climate Change and Natural Resource Management—Yet Another ‘Helping’ on Our Plate.”

John Cooper spoke at the banquet.

Previous recipients of the North Dakota Award stand.

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMUNICATION AWARDS
Each year the Chapter recognizes the time and effort expended by those who present scientific information at the Annual Meeting.
The evaluation committee, chaired by Dan Svingen, conducts evaluations of style, substance, and adherence to allocated time.
Thanks to Western EcoSystems Technology, Inc. and McCain & Associates for providing honorariums for best student paper and best
student poster.
Professional Paper – Karen Kreil (center in picture), North Dakota Natural Resources Trust, for Old McDonald Had a Corn Ethanol
Plant, Ee i ee i..........OH-OH!
Student Paper – Chad Parent (left), University of North Dakota, for The Ecology of Eastern Wild Turkeys: Translocated Beyond Their
Ancestral Range to Northwestern Minnesota
Student Poster – C. Tanner Gue (right), University of North Dakota, for Potential Effects of Wind Energy Development on Survival and
Nesting of Mallards
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Student Activities at the Annual Winter Conference

Students from Sitting Bull College, Valley City State University, University of North Dakota, North Dakota State University, United Tribes Technical College and the
University of Mary and professionals from throughout North Dakota attended the Chapter’s 3rd Annual Student/Professional Lunch. Student participation in the
luncheon was sponsored by a generous grant from the MDU Resources Foundation.
During the past three years, the Chapter has extended a welcoming hand to all wildlife and natural resource students. The goal of the Chapter’s Executive Board and the Legacy Trust Committee is to
strengthen the connection between students and the wildlife profession. We believe students starting
on the career path, professionals, both young and graying, and North Dakota’s natural resources all
benefit when we work together to build on common ground.
The Chapter hosted the Third Annual Student – Professional Lunch thanks to a generous grant from the
MDU Resources Foundation. The MDU Resources Foundation is a great partner supporting the Chapter’s work with students and welcoming all interested students to participate in the luncheon compliments of MDU. We were honored to have Dr. Gary White, Professor Emeritus Colorado State UniverDr. Gary White, Professor Emeritus Colorado State University,
sity and the Central Mountains and Plains Section Representative to The Wildlife Society, serve as the addresses the 3rd Annual Student/Professional Lunch at the
luncheon speaker. Dr. White’s enthusiastic remarks focused on opportunities for students to participate Chapter’s 2009 annual winter conference in Mandan, ND.
in The Wildlife Society and the rewards of being involved in professional organizations.
Immediately following the Student – Professional Lunch the Chapter hosted its first Student Career Fair. Representatives from MDU Resources Group, Western
Ecosystems Technology, Ducks Unlimited, The Nature Conservancy, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Western Plains
Consulting, and the Fish and Wildlife Service participated in the event and provided information concerning career opportunities, hiring practices, and skills needed
to succeed in today’s job market. There was a great turnout of students from Sitting Bull College, Valley City State University, University of North Dakota, and
North Dakota State University despite the difficult weather and challenging road conditions. The Chapter was also pleased to see a strong showing of students
from United Tribes Technical College and the University of Mary at the luncheon and Student Career Fair.
The Chapter appreciates all the students who were able to take time from your demanding schedules to participate in the Chapter’s Annual Winter Conference. We
are also grateful to the student advisors and professors for promoting the conference and enabling your students to attend.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Mike Szymanski, Membership Chairman, of any address
changes. Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This
is greatly appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

ZIP

PHONE #
EMAIL
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY?

________YES

_______NO

EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____ a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Regular
$15.00
Available to any person employed, trained, or is a student
in a natural resource field. Entitled to vote in Chapter elections.
Regular (Senior)
For members 55 years or older with 5 or more years of
previous Chapter membership.

$10.00

Patron
$10.00
Sponsor
$100.00
Benefactor
$1000.00
Available to any person or organization which is interested
in supporting the Chapter as it is operated by membership.
Non-voting status.
Life Member (Regular)

$200.00

Life Member (Senior)
$100.00
Available to members 55 years or older with 5 or more years
of previous Chapter membership.
Student

$8.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$

Make checks payable to North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society.
Mail to: North Dakota Chapter TWS, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442
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