North Dakota Chapter
The Wildlife Society
The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its
membership to pursue conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.

SPRING 2012

ANNUAL MEETING REVIEW

http://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Dakota-Chapter-of-The-Wildlife-Society/140274409414969

Inside this issue:
President’s Message

2

Calendar of Events & Chapter News

3

Executive Board & Committees

4

Business Meeting Minutes

5

Executive Board Meeting Minutes

10

Award Recipients

12

Fundraiser Report

14

Student Activities at the Meeting

15

50th Anniversary Planning

16

Student Focus—VCSU Chapter

17

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

John Lokemoen
George Enyeart & Lew Cowardin
Roger Hallevoet
Karen Smith
Dave Dewald
Doug Johnson
Ted Upgren
Harold Kantrud
Ray Greenwood
Robert Meeks
Gary Krapu
Fred Giese
Keith Trego
Ken Higgins
Karen Kreil
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Allyn J. Sapa
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William “Bill” Bicknell — another name is added to the honored list of
forty-seven recipients of the North Dakota Award.

DEDICATED TO THE WISE USE OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES

A Message From the President
As I write this on the 29th of February, 2012, that date may seem a bit peculiar. Well, that is because it is! Indeed, this is
leap day, an occurrence that happens only once every 4 years. This date revitalizes those individuals unfortunate (or
fortunate, depending upon your perspective and your age!) enough to have been born on this day because they FINALLY
get a REAL birthday! It reminds me of the way our prairie pothole wetlands and wetland dependent wildlife in North
Dakota are revitalized when our climate cycles from wet, to dry, and back to wet again, over a period of years. Also, as I
write this, Bismarck just dodged its one and only (so far!) true winter storm of the 2011/2012 winter season……a drastic
and welcome change for people, and wildlife, from the past three North Dakota winters! Could it be that in a year
following record flooding in places like Bismarck, Minot, Medora, Devils Lake and Valley City we are poised to slip back
into a drought; possibly rivaling last year’s flood in terms of intensity? I guess only time will tell but fortunately many
prairie plants, fish and wildlife are well adapted to these natural cycles; surviving the dry and lean times in order to flourish
during times of abundant moisture.
Reflecting upon the career of a wildlife professional in this landscape, in many cases, our main task was simply to ensure
that the table, our habitat base, was set during the lean times so that our wildlife and natural resources could rebound and
explode when the water returned. The same may be true today but setting the table is getting more and more difficult
every day. Our rapidly growing human population is placing ever increasing pressure on our natural resources as demand
for food, feed, fiber and energy is grows exponentially. Booming oil development, high commodity prices, unfriendly
agricultural policies, renewable fuels standards, GMO’s, advances in agricultural technology, flood control……..the list goes
on and on and many days makes us feel like North Dakota is ground zero. I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t concerned about
the future of our natural resources in North Dakota and the ability of our children and our children’s children to enjoy the
beauty of our natural resources and the opportunity to recreate in the outdoors and spend quality time with family and
friends. After all, the quality of life that North Dakota provides is one of the main reasons why so many of us have chosen
to live in North Dakota, despite the harsh winters!! I honestly wonder how long before habitat loss and fragmentation
reaches a level where it is no longer possible to “set” the table and therefore, populations of many species no longer have
the ability to rebound.
The strength of the Chapter has always been our membership and our ability to work collaboratively and effectively on
natural resource issues important to North Dakota. Once again, I was reminded this year of the importance of our annual
meeting. Not only does it provide an opportunity for continuing education but most importantly, it provides the
opportunity to network with colleagues; strengthening existing relationships and building new ones. As I said, working
collaboratively has always been the strength of the Chapter but I believe now, more than ever, we must work together,
closer than we ever have, if we stand any chance of successfully addressing the immense challenges that our natural
resources are currently facing and will face in the future. Our natural resources have no voice. The Chapter, our
members and our agencies and organizations must be that voice, and louder than ever, even when it is seemingly more and
more unpopular to do so. So, as winter gives way to spring, get out and enjoy all that North Dakota has to offer but also
let this season of renewed hope revitalize you professionally and consider joining one of the Chapter’s many Committees.
Remember, our strength lies in our numbers and our diversity of perspectives, experiences and responsibilities!

Scott J. McLeod,
President
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:
May 1, 2012

March 30-31—Future of Hunting in North
Dakota Meeting, Doublewood Inn, Bismarck
April 13—ND Academy of Science Meeting,
Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck

10:00 am
Bismarck—site to be announced.

April 19—Northern Plains Biological Symposium, NDSU, Fargo

The Wildlife Society NEWS
www.wildlife.org


TWS is accepting applications for the 2012 Leadership
Institute. Deadline is March 16.



Presentation Abstract Deadline for the TWS meeting is
April 13.



75 Years of TWS Video available on the website.



The 2012 TWS Conference will be October 13-17 in
Portland, Oregon and will be celebrating the 75th
Anniversary.



TWS comments on Sage-grouse conservation on federal
lands: http://joomla.wildlife.org/documents/policy/
Sage_Grouse_Comments.pdf



Look for Technical Review available this spring: Management of Large Mammalian Carnivore in North America.



Help document our wildlife heritage by conducting
COWCH interviews: http://joomla.wildlife.org/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=501&Itemid=310

STAY INFORMED!
Do you want to get instant updates about The Wildlife Society? Go to
www.google.com/alerts and type in “The Wildlife Society”.
Enter your email and you will receive notice whenever TWS hits the news!
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North Dakota Chapter TWS 2011—Executive Board Members and Committees
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Scott McLeod

hoyt8832@gmail.com

701-527-1671

Secretary/Treasure
CMPS Representative
Natural Resources Trust Advisor
Resolutions and Public Statements
Finance

scott_collins@fws.gov
gsargeant@usgs.gov
speterso@nd.gov
hoyt8832@gmail.com
mike_goos@fws.gov

701-355-8527
701-253-5528
701-324-2211
701-527-1671
701-442-5474

Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements
Program
Audit
Membership
Nominations
Fundraising

Brian Kietzman
Brian Kietzman
Brian Kietzman
Tom Sklebar
Patrick Isakson
Brian Kietzman
Chuck Bosch

bkietzman@nd.gov
bkietzman@nd.gov
bkietzman@nd.gov
tsklebar@daktel.com
pisakson@nd.gov
bkietzman@nd.gov
chuck_bosch@fws.gov

701-253-6483
701-253-6483
701-253-6483
701-489-3490
701-328-6338
701-253-6483
701-355-8515

President-Elect Portfolio
Bylaws
Legislative
Awards
Small Grants
Communications
Law Enforcement

Todd Frerichs
Paul Myerchin
Randy Renner
Todd Frerichs
Todd Frerichs
Carol Aron & Jeremy Guinn
Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen

Todd_frerichs@fws.gov
clarklaw@btinet.net
rrenner@ducks.org
Todd_frerichs@fws.gov
Todd_frerichs@fws.gov

701-240-1836
701-250-8968
701-355-3500
701-240-1836
701-240-1836
701-355-8506
701-328-6606

Portfolio A
Wetland Resources
Historian
Wildlife Commercialization

Mike Szymanski
Matt Van Thuyne
Alexis Duxbury
Mike McEnroe

mszymanski@nd.gov
Matt_VanThuyne@fws.gov

Energy Committee
(see subcommittees)
50th Anniversary Committee
Portfolio B
Western Lands

carol_aron@fws.gov or jguinn@uttc.edu

jalundst@nd.gov

701-328-6360
701-662-8611

memcenroe@midco.net

701-224-8335

asap@bis.midco.net

701-258-9128

Vacant—Chair Needed
Al Sapa
Bill Jensen
Bill Jensen

bjensen@nd.gov
bjensen@nd.gov

701-220-5031
701-220-5031

State Wildlife Grants

Bruce Kreft

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

Education & Outreach

Kristine Askerooth

kristine_askerooth@fws.gov

701-724-3598

Invasive Species

Dave Dewald

dave.dewald@nd.nrcs.gov

701-530-2083

Prof. Women in Nat. Resources

Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth

cami_dixon@fws.gov

701-662-8611

Portfolio C
Missouri River
Devils Lake Basin
Garrison Diversion
Prairie Resources
Red River Watershed
Portfolio D
Northern Great Plains Work Group
Endangered Species
Wildlife Damage Management
Legacy Trust Initiative
Tribal Wildlife
Inactive Committees
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Scott Collins
Glen Sargeant
Scott Peterson
Scott McLeod
Mike Goos

Dan Halstead
Al Sapa
Roger Hollevoet
Scott Peterson
Vacant—Inactive
Trenton Hieb

dkhalstead@nd.gov
asap@bis.midco.net
roger_hollevoet@fws.gov
speterso@nd.gov

Dan Svingen
Scott McLeod

dsvingen@fs.fed.us
hoyt8832@gmail.com
pisakson@nd.gov
p.mastrangelo@usda.gov
Bicknell@bektel.com

Patrick Isakson & Eric Rosenquist

Phil Mastrangelo
Bill Bicknell
Jeremy Guinn & Dave Azure
Representatives

Trenton_Hieb@fws.gov

jguinn@uttc.edu
Contracts
Legislative Liaison, Mike McEnroe

701-654-7475 ext. 28
701-258-9128
701-662-8611
701-324-2211
701-662-8611
701-250-4443 ext. 107
701-527-1671
701-328-6338
701-250-4405
701-222-2411
701-255-3285
Energy Subcommittees

Fishery Resources, Mike Olson

USDA Tech Comm., Karen Kreil

Forest Resources, Tom Claeys

Garrison Master Plan, Al Sapa

Bio-fuels, Scott McLeod

Prairie Chicken, Greg Link

CMPS Rep., Glen Sargeant

Fossil Fuels, Mike Rabenberg

ND Action Group, Casey Anderson

NDNRT, Scott Peterson

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

Wind Energy, Jill Shaffer

joomla.wildlife.org/NorthDakota

whether the old resolutions still apply.
Program – Jane Austin WRA
Motion was made to accept Bylaws change
Audit – Tom Sklebar WRA
as written. MSC (Austin, Baer)
Membership – Pat Isakson/Mike
ND Clean Water, Lands and Outdoor
Szymanski WRA
Heritage INITIATED MEASURE – Keith
Trego provided details about the measure. Nominations – Jane Austin WRA
Two public polls showed heavy support for
CALL TO ORDER — 1:47 pm
Fundraising – Chuck Bosch Oral report
the initiated measure. Hired Wind River
from Chuck Bosch and he provided an
OLD BUSINESS
Consulting, experts in public consulting to
update on the fundraiser. . The fundraiser
garner support from agricultural and energy
Approval of the minutes from the 2011
netted-$8,029 during the 2012 annual
groups. Dan Traynor, a ND Lawyer is
annual business meeting. MSC (Goos,
meeting in Fargo.
providing legal council to assist us in the
Austin)
measure. Ballots are being printed for the President-Elect’s Portfolio – Scott McLeod
Review of the 2011 budget and finances.
signature gathering from support groups
Bylaws – Paul Myerchin WRA
MSC (Nelson, Halstead)
and a professional group will collect most
of the signatures. By June 22, 2012 the
Legislative – Randy Renner / Mike
Approval of the 2012 budget (attached).
goal
is
to
have
the
necessary
signatures
to
McEnroe
Some discussion on incorporating a budget
meet
the
required
signature
numbers.
The
item for the initiated measure added to the
Awards – Scott McLeod
2012 budget. Motion was made to budget plan is to have a big media campaign on
$3,000 for the ND Clean Water, Lands and radio and TV during the spring. Questions- Small Grants – Scott McLeod
Are there any organized opposition?
Outdoor Heritage Initiated measure and
Law Enforcement – Jackie Lundstrom &
Answer- Yes, one ND agriculture group is
add it as a line item in our 2012 budget.
Tim Phalen
MSC (Nelson, Crooke) MSC was made to opposed because it was just too much
money from the tax revenues and they
Communications – Jeremy Guinn & Carol
accept 2012 budget. MSC (Baer, K.Kreil)
believe it is going to be used for acquisition Aron provided a report. The
Approval of resolutions. No additional
and easements. Which is not true. List of
Communications Committee continued
comments were received.
projects that these funds would be used for efforts to strengthen connections among
is: CRP like programs, people to deliver
members through timely notification of
Resolution supporting development of a
conservation
programs
and
possible
news, plans, and opportunities. The
comprehensive strategy for addressing fish
habitat
restoration
efforts.
Funding
levels
committee currently is active in several
and wildlife impacts from oil and gas
possible
are
$50M
or
more
annually.
areas including the website, Face-book
development in North Dakota. No
page, newsletter, and the annual meeting
discussion. Motion was made to accept
COMMITTEE REPORTS
events. As technology changes, we hope
Resolution I as written. MSC (McEnroe,
(WRA
indicates
written
report
attached,
OR
to maintain high standards while reaching
McLeod)
indicates oral report)
our target audience.
Resolution supporting contemporary
President’s Portfolio – Brian Kietzman
Portfolio A – Bob Anderson
management of the Missouri River.

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife
Society
ANNUAL MEETING Minutes
February 8, 2012
Doublewood Inn Woodland North
Fargo, North Dakota

Discussion-Sapa pointed out this should be
considered local management in ND of the
Missouri River. Motion was made to
accept Resolution II as written. MSC
(Sapa, R. Nelson)

Secretary/Treasurer Report– Scott Collins- Wetland Resources – Matt VanThuyne
reported by President Kietzman. All
Historian – Alexis Duxbury
Budgets and former business meeting
notes were approved
Wildlife Commercialization – Mike McEnroe
provided an update. A conference on the
CMPS – Glen Sargeant - WRA
future of hunting in ND on March 30-31,
Resolution on the future of the Missouri
Natural
Resources
Trust
–
Scott
Peterson
2012 in Bismarck. There are more hunters
River Basin management. DiscussionWRA
than any other group in ND so we should
Sapa pointed out this resolution is more on
use the strength to capitalize on getting
management of the Missouri River on a
Resolutions and Public Statements – Brian
more support for hunting and agencies
national level. Motion was made to accept Kietzman WRA
such as the ND Game and Fish
Resolution III as written. MSC (Johnson, R.
Finance
–
Mike
Goos
WRA.
Oral
report
Department. Sportsman’s groups need to
Crooke)
from Mike Goos. This year we have seen a be more up to speed on things such as
Approval of Bylaws Change. Discussiondecline in contributions to the Dakota
CRP, tiling, wetland drainage and
Old resolutions are no longer timely and
Prairie Legacy funds. Scott Collins
grassland losses. Sportsmen need to unite
the board should review any former
suggested we add that line to our
more on issues or more as a whole group.
resolutions when they approach being 10
registration form. General consensus was NDCTWS is supporting this conference
years old to make sure they apply to
to add it to next year’s registration form.
and providing $1,000 in expenses during
current issues and concerns. The Bylaws
2012 for this conference. RSVPs from
Past President’s Portfolio – Jane Austin
Committee and board have already
various sportsmen’s groups and agencies
reviewed all past resolutions to see
Arrangements – Jane Austin WRA
are due back by Feb. 29th. Mike McEnroe
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(Continued from page 5)

will be representing the ND Wildlife
Federation at the conference. Keith Trego
will provide a summary to the Chapter on
the conference.
Energy – VACANT
Biofuels – Scott McLeod provided the
update on bio-fuels and ethanol use by
renewable fuel standards require current
ethanol blending levels. See no lessening
of the standards in the future.

Chapter in the “Outdoors” magazine, as
well as working out details for a display of
past Chapter art, commemorative clothing,
a time capsule, membership drive, and lots
more including an appropriate public
relations effort.

Devils Lake Basin – Roger Hollevoet
WRA

Portfolio B – Kathy Baer

Portfolio D –Dan Svingen

Western Lands – Bill Jensen provided a
report. Again, the last year has seen ever
increasing energy development in western
North Dakota. Recently the chapter sent a
Oil & Gas – Mike Rabenberg. Energy
letter commenting on the leasing of state
committee report was provided by Energy
mineral holdings within the roadless areas
subcommittee. Mike McEnroe provided an
surrounding Kinley Plateau and Bullion
update on Gas and Oil. The current
Butte. This area encompasses the mineral
Chapter’s Oil and Gas report is available
consolidation area that was accomplished
on our website. Chapter has also been
in April of 1998, through Public Law 105working on the ND State Land
167 by the 105th Congress. The North
Departments (NDSLD) proposed leasing of
Dakota Board of University and School
School Lands for oil and gas development.
Land’s agreed to temporarily delay leasing
NDSLD later withdrew the proposed lease
selected tracts from the February 7, 2012
acres in the remote Badlands tracts. ND
leasing process. A long term solution will
Senator Triplett was present at the Chapter
require additional mineral exchanges. This
meeting and will pursue working with the
process will be closely watched.
NDSLD on the lease proposals. Open Oil
Pits. Case was dismissed without hearing State Wildlife Grants – Bruce Kreft
it, urging the Department of Justice to
Education & Outreach – Kristine Askerooth
appeal the case. Potential to undue 20-30
WRA
years of work on netting open oil pits.
Invasive Species – Dave Dewald
Wind –-Jill Shaffer, NTR.
Professional Women in Natural Resources
50th Anniversary Ad-Hoc Committee– Al
– Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth WRA
Sapa provided an update. 2012 will be a
busy year for the Committee as we
Portfolio C – Dan Halstead
complete planning and activities for the
Missouri River – Al Sapa provided a report.
Anniversary Celebration in 2013. The
Flooding on the Missouri River this year
membership will be asked to fill out a
emphasized the need to complete a basin
survey at the 2012 Annual Conference to
wide operations plan that modernizes river
help focus our plans. With this information,
management. This is the position that the
the Committee will be coordinating with the
Chapter has pursued in recent years, and
Program Committee to arrange for keynote
has been coordinating with our State’s
speakers and appropriate topics. A paper
congressional delegation and Senator
chronicling our first 50 years has been
Tester from Montana. The Committee has
written and provided to TWS for inclusion in
prepared two resolutions for the
the December edition of “The Wildlife
membership to consider at the Annual
Professional”. The Chapter will provide a
Conference. One is directed at the States
copy of the magazine with the article for
administration, urging it to support funding
each member attending the Anniversary
to complete the Missouri River Authorized
Conference in 2013 along with a
Purposes Study. The other is focused at
commemorative pad folio. Inside the pad
local decision makers in the cities and
folio, we will be adding a Chapter Register
counties along the river urging them to
that will include a chronology of the
develop plans that consider long-term
Chapter’s 50 years, along with numerous
implications and are environmentally
other Chapter information. This summer
sustainable. Similar resolutions were also
we will hold the third raffle to complete the
coordinated with the North Dakota Wildlife
fund raising effort for the Anniversary. The
Federation and the Dakota Chapter of the
Committee is working with the Game and
American Fisheries Society.
Fish Department for an article on the
6

Garrison Diversion – Scott Peterson
WRA
Red River Watershed – Trenton Hieb WRA

Northern Great Plains Working Group –
Scott McLeod WRA
Endangered Species – Eric Rosenquist &
Patrick Isakson
Wildlife Damage Management – Phil
Mastrangelo
Legacy Trust Initiative – Bill Bicknell
Tribal Wildlife – Dave Azure & Jeremy
Guinn WRA
2:45 PM
Introduction of 2012 Executive Board
candidates (Rob Bundy, Bill Jensen, Aaron
Pearse, Mike Szymanski) and remarks
from the President-Elect candidates (Todd
Frerichs, Sue Kvas).
Call for Nominations from the floor - No
other nomination from the floor were
received. Motion was made to close the
floor to nominations of candidates. MSC(Adolf-Whipp, McEnroe).
Break and Casting of Ballots
NEW BUSINESS – 3:00 PM
Outgoing President Kietzman passed the
gavel to new President Scott McLeod.
Update on TWS activities – Gary White
provided an update on some history and
the current activities on TWS. Currently
TWS has around 11,000 members. Last
year’s annual meeting was in Wiloloa,
Hawaii. TWS is now a voting member of
AQUA. TWS has new policies and
positions on feral cats, swine and horses.
They also have updated policies on wolf
restoration and management in contiguous
US, Global Climate change and workforce
diversity for review by membership and is
on TWS website. TASERS are now being
used to subdue wildlife such as grizzly
bears and mule deer. The TASER affinity
program is under review by TWS but not
yet approved. Looking for additional
comments from TWS membership.
Workforce diversity is strongly being
encouraged in employment. Publications
are still available on our website and are a

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
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strong component of TWS. TWS has over
1,000 subscriptions to the Wildlife Society
Bulletin. The 75th Anniversary will be held
in Portland, OR on October 13-17, 2012.
Continuing Our Wildlife Conservation
Heritage (COWCH) which makes videos on
our Wildlife Heritage is becoming very
active. 10-15 students are annually
granted scholarships each year to the
annual meeting. Applications are due by
March 15th. Check out the website to
nominate people for various awards.
Election Results-New President Elect is
Todd Frerichs. New Board members
elected are Bill Jensen and Mike
Szymanski. Jane Austin (Nomination
Committee-Chair) entertained a motion to
destroy the ballots-MSC (P. Crooke,
McEnroe)
Call for new business from the floor. None
received.
Approval of new members. Pat Isakson
read the names of 19 new regular
members, and 22 student members for
approval on the new members. Motion
was made to approve all new members.
MSC (P. Crooke, Bradbury)
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn. (MSC-McEnroe, P.
Crooke)

The NDCTWS will be hosting the CMPS in
2012. The meeting is scheduled for the
September 10-14 timeframe in Bismarck.
Glen Sargent will serve as the program
chair and Dan Svingen will serve as the
arrangements chair.

portfolio to Investment Centers of America,
and facilitated an Executive Director
discussion with the Executive Board.
Seven deposits from new Life Members
were received totaling $1200.00. Six
Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
contributions were received totaling
$2250.00. The fourth founder’s club
reception was held and DPL quarterly
reporting was completed.

Natural Resources Trust,
Representative: Scott Peterson

Arrangements, Chair- Jane Austin
Committee member: Bill Bicknell

The North Dakota Wetlands Trust (Trust)
was established as part of the Garrison
Diversion Unit Reformulation Act of 1986.
With the passage of the Dakota Water
Resources Act (DWRA) of 2000, the Trust
became the North Dakota Natural
Resources Trust (NDNRT) with the mission
to “preserve, enhance, restore and manage
wetlands, grasslands, riparian areas and
associated wildlife habitat in the State of
North Dakota”. A six member board
oversees the NDNRT. The Board
historically reviewed and approved grant
proposals but due to the NDNRT’s financial
picture, no grants have been awarded the
last couple of years. The Board also
discussed timely issues including wind
energy projects, renewable energy
proposals, projects in the Devils Lake
Basin, Missouri River projects, land
acquisition proposals, Conservation
Easements as well as other projects and
partnerships.

Jane worked closely with co-chair Wayne
Brininger (MNTWS) and Bill Bicknell on
arrangements for this joint meeting. Other
valued contributors were Greg Hoch and
Carol Aron (audio-visual support).
Students from the NDSU Student Chapter
volunteered their time to assist with various
tasks at the meeting.

2011 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
CMPS Representative, Chair- Glen
Sargent

Resolutions and Public Statements,
Chair- Brian Kietzman
Committees are in the process of revising
outdated public statements. Three new
resolutions were adopted at the annual
meeting. These include- A resolution
supporting development of a
comprehensive strategy for addressing fish
and wildlife impacts from oil and gas
development in North Dakota; A resolution
supporting contemporary management of
the Missouri River and A resolution on the
future of the Missouri River Basin
management.

Program , Chair- Jane Austin Committee
Members: Bill Bicknell, Gregg Knutson,
Mike Larson, Mike McEnroe, Mike Olson,
Rick Nelson, and Alan Sapa.
Jane served as co-chair with Wayne
Brininger (MNTWS). An excellent plenary
session in addition to all the papers and
posters made for a very successful Joint
conference. Dan Svingen coordinated
judging of student and professional papers
and student posters with the assistance of
an assemblage of volunteer judges.
Audit , Chair- Tom Sklebar Committee
Members: Kent Luttschwager, Al Sapa,
and Mike Goos
Accountants from Mahlum Goodhart
completed an agreed-upon-procedures
audit of the Chapter's accounts on October
12, 2011. Accounts were found to be in
good order. They made some additional
minor recommendations for both the
treasurer and the audit committee that
have already been implemented. An
annual internal audit will be held at the
upcoming Chapter meeting.

Membership, Chair- Mike Szymanski.
We ended the year with 354 voting
members, of which, 42 were student
members. This year’s total represents an
DPL/Finance, Chair- Mike Goos
Committee Members: Mike McEnroe, Greg increase of 36 voting members over last
year’s total. A membership email/mailing
Hiemenz, Terry Allbee, Mike Rabenberg,
following the annual meeting was
Con Hillman
moderately successful with a perceived net
Chapter Financial Administration- Life
increase in membership of about 5%.
Membership returns were calculated and
Overall voting membership in good
provided to the Executive Board for 2012
standing that is slightly above 300 is a
budget consideration. We moved our
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historically stable number. However, there
is considerable room for improvement
given natural resources staff in North
Dakota. Pat Isaakson has assumed the
membership committee duties from Mike.
Nominations, Chair - Jane Austin.
Soliciting nominations continues to be a
challenge to find candidates willing to serve
as Executive Board Members. Candidates
for President Elect are Todd Frerichs and
Sue Kvas. Candidates for Executive Board
include Rob Bundy, Bill Jensen, Aaron
Pearse and Mike Szymanski.

DOI Solicitor to file an appeal of the recent
District Court decision issued by U.S.
District Judge Daniel L. Hovland related to
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. This
decision has the potential to undue 20-30
years of work on netting open oil pits.
C. Wind - Jill Shaffer, NTR.
50th Anniversary Committee (Ad hoc,
Chair - Al Sapa Ad hoc Group: Mike
Olson, Mike McEnroe, Karen Kreil, Mike
Johnson, Chuck Bosch, Bill Bicknell, Rick
Nelson, Terry Allbee.

2012 will be a busy year for the Committee
as we complete planning and activities for
The fundraiser netted-$8,029 during the
the Anniversary Celebration in 2013. The
2012 annual conference in Fargo.
Committee will be coordinating with the
Program Committee to arrange for keynote
Bylaws, Chair - Paul Myerchin.
speakers and appropriate topics. A paper
The committee assisted the Board in the
chronicling our first 50 years has been
drafting of the proposed Bylaw Amendment written and provided to TWS for inclusion in
regarding the expiration of Resolutions and the December edition of “The Wildlife
Public Statements.
Professional”. The Chapter will provide a
Communications, Chair - Jeremy Guinn copy of the magazine with the article for
each member attending the Anniversary
& Carol Aron.
The Communications Committee continued Conference in 2013 along with a
commemorative pad folio. Inside the pad
efforts to strengthen connections among
folio, we will be adding a Chapter Register
members through timely notification of
that will include a chronology of the
news, plans, and opportunities. The
Chapter’s 50 years, along with numerous
committee currently is active in several
other Chapter information. This summer
areas including the website, Facebook
we will hold the third raffle to complete the
page, newsletter, and the annual meeting
fund raising effort for the Anniversary. The
events.
Committee is working with the Game and
Wildlife Commercialization, Chair - Mike Fish Department for an article on the
McEnroe.
Chapter in the “Outdoors” magazine, as
well as working out details for a display of
A conference on the future of hunting in
North Dakota will be held on March 30-31, past Chapter art, commemorative clothing,
a time capsule, membership drive, and lots
2012 in Bismarck. Conference intent is to
more including an appropriate public
bring sportsmen together and discuss
relations effort.
current issues and future strategies.
NDCTWS is supporting this conference
Western Lands, Chair - Bill Jensen
and providing $1,000 for this conference.
Committee members: Daryl Kleyer, Alexis
Duxbury, Bruce Stillings, Brett Wiedmann,
Energy —
A. Biofuels – Scott McLeod -Ethanol use & Kent Luttschwager.
Fundraising, Chair - Chuck Bosch.

by renewable fuel standards require current Again, the last year has seen ever
ethanol blending levels. See no lessening increasing energy development in western
North Dakota. Recently the chapter sent a
of the standards in the future.
letter commenting on the leasing of state
B. Oil & Gas - Mike Rabenberg- The
mineral holdings within the roadless areas
current Chapter’s Oil and Gas report is
surrounding Kinley Plateau and Bullion
available on our website. The Chapter has
Butte. This area encompasses the mineral
also been working on the ND State Land
consolidation area that was accomplished
Department’s (NDSLD) proposed leasing of
in April of 1998, through Public Law 105School Lands for oil and gas development.
167 by the 105th Congress. The North
NDSLD later withdrew the proposed lease
Dakota Board of University and School
acres in the remote Badlands tracts. The
Land’s agreed to temporarily delay leasing
committee also wrote a letter urging the US
selected tracts from the February 7, 2012
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leasing process. A long term solution will
require additional mineral exchanges. This
process will be closely watched.
State Wildlife Grants, Chair - Bruce Kreft
Early in 2011, the FY11 Continuing
Resolution proposed to eliminate funding
for the State & Tribal Wildlife Grants
Program. The State Wildlife Grant’s
Committee sent emails to the North Dakota
Coalition encouraging them to contact
North Dakota’s Congressional Delegation.
North Dakota was granted roughly
$480,000 for its 2012 SWG appropriation.
Education and Outreach, Chair- Kristine
Askerooth Committee members: Jack
Lalor & Stacy Hoehn.
The Education and Outreach Committee
was involved with five projects/programs
this year- ND Jr Duck Stamp Contest,
C2E2 (Coalition for Conservation and
Environmental Education) Steering
Committee, the 4th grade Keep ND Clean
Poster Contest, the annual Earth Day
Celebration in Bismarck and providing
nominees for the 2012 Chapter
scholarships from UND, NDSU, MSUBottineau, VCSU, and Sitting Bull College.
Professional Women in Natural
Resources, Co-Chair Kristine Askerooth
and Cami Dixon Committee members:
the Liatris Mafia.
The establishment of the Professional
Women in Natural Resources (PWNR)
Committee was proposed to and approved
by the Executive Board in 2008. The
primary activity of this group in 2011 has
been the planning and implementation of
the networking event at the annual
meeting. Approximately 30 participants
attended the wine and cheese event at the
annual meeting. The group raised $250 at
their silent auction and donated it to the
Chapter’s Endowment Project.
Missouri River, Chair - Al Sapa.
Committee members: Randy Renner,
Carol Aron, Mike Olson, Roger Collins, Bill
Bicknell, Keith Trego.
Flooding on the Missouri River this year
emphasized the need to complete a basin
wide operations plan that modernizes river
management. This is the position that the
Chapter has pursued in recent years, and
has been coordinating with our State’s
congressional delegation and Senator
Tester from Montana. The Committee has
prepared two resolutions for the

membership to consider at the Annual
Conference. One is directed at the States
administration, urging it to support funding
to complete the Missouri River Authorized
Purposes Study. The other is focused at
local decision makers in the cities and
counties along the river urging them to
develop plans that consider long-term
implications and are environmentally
sustainable.
Devils Lake Basin, Chair - Roger
Hollevoet Committee member: Terry
Ellsworth.
The Devils Lake Basin is a 3,810 square
mile sub-basin of the Red River Watershed
and has no natural outlet. The lake reached
record levels on June 27, 2011 rising to
1454.4’ above sea level (ASL). Devils
Lake began its recent rise in 1993 when
the lake level was 1422.6’ ASL. This is a
change in elevation of 31.8 feet. In 1999
Devils Lake naturally spilled into Stump
Lake at 1446.5’ ASL and will start to spill
into the Sheyenne River at elevation 1458’
ASL. In March of 1993 the total surface
acres of Devils Lake was 44,230 acres and
in 2011 it was 211,300 acres. If Devils Lake
rises to 1458’ ASL it will grow to 261,000
acres in size. A three-pronged approach to
address Devils Lake flooding was adopted:
1) infrastructure protection; 2) upper basin
water management including water storage
and 3) discharge through an emergency
west-end outlet to the Sheyenne River. The
principal concepts were implemented to
manage flood damage within the Devils
Lake basin, while attempting to prevent a
potentially catastrophic natural overflow
through Tolna Coulee to the Sheyenne
River. Very little attention has been given to
watershed management and upper basin
storage. The construction of emergency
outlets to remove floodwater from Devils
Lake began in 2005 with the completion of
a west end outlet. A new East Devils Lake
outlet is expected to be in place in spring of
2012. The SWC is currently considering a
controlled gravity flow emergency water
transfer channel from West Stump Lake to
supplement the existing West End Outlet,
and the East Devils Lake Outlet. According
to the State Water Commission the West
Devils Lake, East Devils Lake, and Stump
Lake gravity flow outlets will be managed
with the objective of balancing the
discharge of water with protection for those
downstream. The Devils Lake flooding
actions are addressing infrastructure

protection or replacement in Devils Lake
and Valley City by actions such as dikes,
levees, outlets, relocations, raising roads
and buyouts. Unfortunately, little is being
done to manage water and flows in the
upper basin. Drainage is common in the
Devils Lake basin and managing maximum
flows into the lake seems to be a priority for
upstream constituents.
Garrison Diversion, Chair - Scott
Peterson Committee Members: Al Sapa,
Mike McEnroe, Keith Trego, Mike Olson,
Bruce Kreft, Terry Ellsworth, Rick Nelson .
The Dakota Water Resources Act (DWRA)
of 2000 changed the look of the old
Garrison Diversion Unit. The Red River
Valley Water Supply (RRVWS) project has
now become the main area of focus for the
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District
(GDCD). An Environmental Impact Study
(EIS) was completed by GDCD which
evaluated six separate alternatives for
delivering water to the Red River Valley.
The Alternative that was ultimately chosen
as the preferred alternative was an
alternative that would deliver water to the
Sheyenne River via a buried pipeline from
the McClusky Canal, near the town of
McClusky, to Lake Ashtabula. USBR will
not sign the Record of Decision (ROD) for
the RRVWS EIS preferred alternative so
GDCD is exploring other alternatives in an
effort to exclude federal involvement in the
project. One of the other alternatives being
evaluated is the “Washburn to Baldhill
Creek” alternative.

Diversion, called the Fargo-Moorhead
Metropolitan Area Flood Risk Management
project, received final approval in
December 2011. The Record of Decision is
anticipated to be signed in the spring of
2012. Congress could take action on the
project as soon as late 2012 and
construction could begin as soon as the
spring of 2013. The recommended plan
consists of a 36 mile, 20,000 cfs diversion
channel that would start south of the
confluence of the Red and Wild Rice rivers
and extend west and north around Horace,
Fargo, West Fargo and Harwood and reenter the Red River near Georgetown,
Minnesota. The diversion channel would
cross the Wild Rice, Sheyenne, Maple,
Lower Rush and Rush rivers.
Environmental impacts would be mitigated
for with construction of fish passage
structures, stream restorations, conversion
of floodplain agricultural land to floodplain
forest; and creating wetlands. Based on
October 2011 price levels, the estimated
first cost of the recommended plan is
$1,781,348,000.
Northern Great Plains Working Group,
Chair - Scott McLeod.

The Northern Great Plains Working Group
(NGPWG) is a coalition of organizations
and agencies dedicated to the continuance
of the wildlife benefits of Farm Bill initiatives
in the Dakotas and Montana, and includes
representatives of the Audubon Society,
Delta Waterfowl Foundation, Ducks
Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, the ND
Natural Resources Trust, the Central
Red River Basin, Chair - Trenton Hieb.
Flyway Council, the Prairie Pothole Joint
The Red River basin is an international,
Venture, the Northern Great Plains Joint
multi-jurisdictional watershed of 45,000
Venture, the ND Chapter of The Wildlife
square miles, with 80 percent of the basin
lying in the United State and 20 percent in Society, the SD Chapter of The Wildlife
Society, the ND Wildlife Federation, the ND
Manitoba, Canada. The economic impact
Game and Fish Department, and the SD
of the basin, with its population of over a
Game and Fish Department, with excellent
half million, comes from both urban
generated activity and a vibrant agricultural contacts at the state and national level.
Representatives of the U.S. Fish and
economy. Flooding in the spring of 2011
Wildlife Service and Natural Resource
was widespread in the state of North
Conservation Service provide consultation
Dakota and the Red River produced
and advice relative to Farm Bill statutes,
flooding in many communities. Over the
regulations, and programs. The NGPWG
last 20 years, the Red River has become
increasingly prone to flooding on an annual continued its frequent contacts in 2011 to
promote wildlife in the Dakota’s and
basis and permanent protection is
Montana with USDA administration,
becoming the only solution. In 2011, the
including the Secretary of Agriculture,
Fargo-Moorhead Metro Flood Diversion
several members of Congress, State USDA
project took many steps forward in putting
directors and committees, and
place permanent protection for the
conservation NGO’s and agencies, as well
residents of the F-M Metro Area. A threeas giving presentations to State Technical
year feasibility study on the F-M Area
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Fair at the 2011 Annual Winter Conference.
Seven agencies and organizations were
represented at the Career Fair including
Committees in the Dakota’s, meeting with
North Dakota Game and Fish Department,
Congressional and national agency staffs,
Western Ecosystems Technology, Ducks
holding several planning sessions, and
Unlimited, The Nature Conservancy,
spending many hours on the phone and
Natural Resource Conservation Service,
email circuits. The NGPWG worked on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Riverdale,
and the Fish and Wildlife Service.
2012 Farm Bill which included
recommendations to recouple conservation Information concerning seasonal job
openings was published in the Winter
compliance with all USDA ag payments,
Newsletter to assist students in their quest
enact a Sodsaver provision, retain wetland
to gain field experience. The Committee
conservation compliance, maintain a strong also worked with the following consulting
CRP program and reauthorize the WRP
firms and conservation organizations to
program. Work on CRP included early
support the Best Student Paper and Poster
Awards and underwrite the costs
contract terminations, CRP CP37 Duck
nesting habitat initiative, and CRP general associated with the Poster Session’s
sign-up. Wetland drainage issues included extended break: Western Ecosystems
Technology (WEST), Wenck Associates,
discussions on the significant jump in drain
Carlson McCain Inc., Kadrmas Lee &
tile interest and installation. Work on
Jackson (KLJ), SWCA Environmental
Sodsaver due to high commodity prices
Consultants, and the North Dakota Chapter
and the lucrative nature of crop insurance
of The National Wildlife Turkey Federation.
The Committee welcomes both new
which continues to fuel grassland loss in
ND. Work on NAWCA with Congressional members to join this initiative and ideas for
strengthening the connection between
delegation to restore funding for NAWCA
natural resource students and the wildlife
programs.
profession.
(Continued from page 9)

Tribal Wildlife Committee, Co-Chairs Dave Azure and Jeremy Guinn.
The Tribal Wildlife Committee continued
efforts to strengthen relationships between
the NDCTWS and Tribal members and
agency personnel on North Dakota
Reservations. Along with the efforts of the
Legacy Trust Committee, we have
established meaningful relationships with
several of the natural resource programs at
the five ND Tribal Colleges. We will
continue to encourage and develop this
relationship as today’s students are
tomorrow’s Tribal resource managers.
Legacy Trust Initiative - Bill Bicknell
During 2011, the Legacy Trust Committee
continued its efforts to strengthen the
connection between natural resource
students, the conservation leaders of
tomorrow, and the wildlife profession. The
objective of this initiative is to develop
sustainable programs benefiting both
students and wildlife professionals.
Highlights included presenting a Chapter
Special Recognition Award to the MDU
Resources Foundation for their continuing
support of the Student/Professional
Luncheon. Since the luncheon’s inception
in 2007, the MDU Resources Foundation
has provide a generous grant each year
allowing all interested student to attend the
event compliments of MDU. Ms Rita
O’Neill, Secretary MDU Resources
Foundation, attended the Chapter’s 2011
Award Banquet and accepted the Award on
behalf of MDU. The Committee also held
the 5th Annual Luncheon and 2nd Career
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Welcome to our New Members
Regular Members
Nicholas Anderson
Char Binstock
Matt Fisher
Michael Johnson
Tim Loose
Lisa McCauley
William Schmaltz
Michael Slotten
Luke Toso
Kelly Krabbenhoft
New Student Members
LaLynn Antell
Sunshine Claymore
Cody Clemenson
Laura Collar
Rebecca Eckroad
Ashley Farnsworth
Aaron Field
Justin Fisher
Kyle Johnson
Jamie Kienzle
Zachary Kjos
Matt Klein
Scott Kleindl
Adam Larson
Adam McDaniel
Josh Odden
Jessica Selchaw
Benjamin Smith
Eric Smith

North Dakota Chapter of the
Wildlife Society
EXECUTIVE BOARD Meeting
February 7, 2012
Doublewood Inn
Fargo, North Dakota
The Executive Board Meeting of the North
Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society was
called to order at 10:00 AM at Doublewood
Inn in Fargo, ND.
Those in attendance included Jane Austin,
Brian Kietzman, Scott McLeod, Dan
Svingen, Bob Anderson, Kathy Baer and
Scott Collins. Also in attendance were
Mike McEnroe, Al Sapa, Gary White, Mike
Olson, Chuck Bosch and Bill Bicknell.
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and
carried” followed by names of board
members making and seconding the
motion. NTR = “Nothing to Report” from
the committee chair.
I.Treasurer’s Report- Scott C. presented
the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife
Society’s (Chapter) the final 2011 Actual to
Budget, and Current Account Balances.
Move to approve treasury report (MSCAustin, McLeod)
II. SECRETARY’S REPORT
Minutes from the previous meeting-Scott C.
handed out previous board minutes.
B. Move to approve Secretaries report
(MSC- Austin, McLeod)
III. OLD BUSINESS
A. Bill Bicknell provided an update on the
arrangements for the annual meeting and
that everything is going as planned. The
Board once again commended Bill for
another fine job.
B. Mike McEnroe provided an update on
the Future of Hunting in North Dakota
conference. NDCTWS is a sponsor of this
conference. Ducks Unlimited will be
handling the social at the event. Mike
recommended board choose 5 or 6
representatives from the Chapter to attend
the conference.
C. Fund Raising-Chuck Bosch provided an
update. Chuck mentioned that a donor to
the fundraiser/auction requested that he
remain anonymous and wanted the funds
to go toward a youth program. Motion was
made to put the profits from that donation
into the Education Committee funds. MSC
(McLeod, Austin)
D. 50th Anniversary Committee. Al Sapa
passed around a sample of the 50th
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requested that these 4 tracts be withdrawn
from the potential leased tracts. NDSLD at
anniversary padfolio and said the costs for first would not consider removing them
those are within the budget. He also had a from the proposed leases since those 4
survey to hand out the annual meeting and tracts were about 10% of their proposed
will place it on the registration table. The
tracts. However later 3,818 acres of leases
survey was asking for member ideas and
were withdrawn for this year’s leases for at
input on the 50th. Al asked Board for
least 1 year. They also plan to consult with
suggestions on how we wanted to
BLM or FS on a swapping tracts of land.
advertise and get out the word to the public
on the agenda and theme of the 50th
B. DOI decision affecting Migratory Bird
meeting and the possibility of setting up a
Treaty Act. Department of Justice filed
public relations committee. Suggested we
the appeal. DOI will not be able to bring
try to get the Professional Women’s
up migratory bird facts and affects during
committee more involved to promote and
the appeal hearing in the circuit court.
depict the history of women in the Chapter. Mike will present an update during our
Also suggested potentially having a
annual business meeting.
distinguished service award, i.e., Silver
Grouse Award. Ad hoc group will be
C. Other New Business —none
meeting the end of this month. He will
Adjourn- Motion was made to adjourn
have an article in the TWS Wildlife
Professional on the ND Chapter and the
(MSC-Austin, Baer)
upcoming 50th.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 AM
IV. NEW BUSINESS
(Continued from page 10)

WANT TO REALLY
MAKE AN IMPACT?
THE CLEAN WATER, LAND,
AND OUTDOOR HERITAGE
AMMENDMENT NEEDS
YOUR HELP!
By taking action now, we can conserve
our most important lands and waters for
today and for future generations. By
dedicating for conservation a portion of

A. State Land Department Oil and Gas
Leases. Mike McEnroe sent letters
responding to NDSLD offering leases on
four road-less area badland tracts that they
proposed to lease for oil and gas
extraction. Some of the tracts are located
close to sage grouse leks. The letter

the revenue the state receives from oil
and gas taxes, we can improve and
sustain North Dakotans’ quality

www.ndheritage.org

THE NORTH DAKOTA HERP ATLAS PROJECT
An update to the field guide of the Amphibians and Reptiles of North
Dakota is underway! The guide will feature detailed species accounts,
identification keys, color photos of actual North Dakota specimens and
greatly updated county-level range maps. In order to make the range maps
as accurate as possible, sightings of reptiles and amphibians from citizens
and biologists working within or near the North Dakota border are being
requested.
Sightings can be entered directly into the recently launched ND Herp Atlas
webpage at www.ndherpatlas.org or by emailing sightings (with locality info.
and photo vouchers) to: reports@ndherpatlas.org.
If large datasets are available, they can be sent via e-mail without photos,
and we will follow up with a voucher request for the specific records that
represent new or updated county records.
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2012 AWARD RECIPIENTS
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society held its annual Awards Banquet on February 9, 2012 at the Doublewood Inn
in Fargo, North Dakota. Awards were presented to wildlife professionals, students, and the outgoing President.

NORTH DAKOTA AWARD—Bill Bicknell
William “Bill” Bicknell has served the natural resources in North Dakota for over 30
years as a biologist for the US Fish & Wildlife Service. His first experience in ND was as
a technician tracking radio-collared skunks with Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center. Since 1980, Bill has been at the forefront of most of the State’s major projects including the Garrison Diversion, DOT’s no-mow program, NRCS programs, Missouri River bank stabilization programs, and the purchase of the Big Oxbow area. He was recognized with multiple national awards for his work, including receiving the Federal Employee
of the Year recognition in 1997.
Bill’s time with The Wildlife Society (37+years) and the ND Chapter (32+years) has been an active three plus decades. He has
served as Secretary-Treasurer, Executive Board Member, President-Elect, President, Past-President, and has chaired numerous
committees. He has maintained the annual conference arrangements flawlessly for many years. In 2006, Bill initiated the highly
successful Legacy Trust Initiative to strengthen the Chapter’s attractiveness to students. A highlight of the 2012 Awards Banquet was
Bill’s gracious, heart-felt acceptance of the North Dakota Award, as he was joined by his family for the occasion.

HABITAT AWARD—Dave Dewald
Dave Dewald recently retired from the USDA after more than 35 years, serving as State
Biologist for over 27 years. He led the state enforcement of the Swampbuster program,
often requiring him to make controversial and unpopular decisions to protect wetlands. He
was also instrumental in the development and implementation of the Hydro-geomorphic
Model for the assessment of Prairie Potholes. Dave’s efforts has protected many thousands
of wetland acres over the years and he has been recognized by several organization and
agencies, including, the NRCS which named him the National Biologist of Year. Dave has
also been involved with sage grouse conservation, pollinator conservation, grassland restoration, and the development of standards/technical guides for USDA wildlife programs.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD—USFWS HAPET OFFICE
Habitat And Population Evaluation Team
The HAPET office is recognized for their outstanding contributions to waterfowl and
migratory bird conservation. For more than 20 years, HAPET has provided leadership,
innovation, and rigor in scientific research, planning , and management. HAPET pioneered the use of geospatial data and modeling to understand the relationships between
wetland types, landcover, and duck populations, creating the now famous
“Thunderstorm Map”—the principal tool for waterfowl habitat conservation planning.
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CHARLES V. PULVER CASE OF THE YEAR AWARD—
James Myhre (NDGF), Erik Schmidt (NDGF), Ed Meendering
(USFWS), and John Lemieux (Kidder County Sheriff)
Lake George National Wildlife Refuge Illegal Deer case.

PAST-PRESIDENT’S AWARD—Brian Kietzman

GRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Dustin Van Thuyne

Paul Barnhart

University of North Dakota
Grassland Songbird Diversity

North Dakota State U.
ND Bat Distributions and Status

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
Palani Luger

Brian Chepulis

Sitting Bull College

Valley City State University

Charlene Kohler (not pictured)
Dakota College-Bottineau
Sally Markegard

Joshua Pierce

University of North Dakota

North Dakota State U.

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMUNICATIONS AWARDS
Best Professional Paper—Dave Rave (MN DNR), Eggshell thickness and mercury in Minnesota common goldeneye and hooded
merganser eggs: a follow-up.
Best Student Paper—Justin Fisher (NDSU), Survey of the Genetic Diversity of Northern Frog Populations in North Dakota
Best Student Poster—Sarah Thompson (UMN), Effects of Woody Vegetation Encroachment on Grassland Songbird Abundance in
West-Central Minnesota
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Annual Fundraiser Banquet
The ND Chapter of TWS’s annual fundraiser banquet was held on Tuesday, February 7, 2012. Chuck Bosch and the
fundraising committee were again not only highly successful in raising necessary for the Chapter’s activities over the
coming year, but also in supplying an entertaining night for all in attendance. The members of the busy and active
fundraising committee include Chad Klintworth, Jessie Beckers, John Bauer, John Mazur, Matt Van Thuyne, Mike
Graue, Ryan Shively, Judd Jasmer, Corey Lawson, Matt Shappell, Levi Jacobson, Shea Magstadt, Todd Frerichs, and
Trenton Heib. Thanks to their efforts, the graciousness of the donors who provided so many items, and the generosity of the donors who purchased items throughout the event, the Chapter can continue to carry out its mission!

Financial Report
Income
General Raffle
Gun Raffle
Waterfowl Table
Plinko Board
Guaranteed Auction
Live/Silent Auction
PV
Creel
R. Ringer (Insur only)
Cash Contibution
Misc. Expences.
TOTAL

2565
2685
920
240
235
3877
790
220
50
11,582.00

Expenses

Profit

-836.27
-1446.85
-449.07
-240
0
-462.37
0
0
-61.26

1728.73
1238.15
470.93
0
235
3414.63
790
220
50
-61.26

(3,495.82)

$ 8,086.18

Special Thanks to these Donors!
Char Binstock
Jack Lalar
ND Fur Hunters and Trappers Assoc.
Harold Duebbert
Ross Hier
Andy and Jennifer Jewett
Hal Kantrud
Mike McKenna
Arnie Kruse
Dave Dewald
USDA
Leschisin Lostwood
Anonymous ND Carver
Phil Mastrangelo
Chad Wimer
Dave Muschet
Ducks Unlimited
Bob Seabloom

Mike McEnroe
Mike Donahue
Paul Van Ningen Family
Rich Cunningham
Ted Gutske
Mike Goos
Larry Igl
J.Clark Salyer Staff
Kory and Laurie Richarson
Cory Lawson
Keith Harmon
Randy and Karen Kreil
Stephanie Tucker
Ron Reynolds
Mike Johnson
Pheasants Forever
Jay Leitch
Con Hillman
David Walsh

BIG WINNERS!
GUN RAFFLE
Dan Halstead—Tikka 270
Todd Buekley—Browning BPS Shotgun
Steve Kessler—Savage 25-06 or 22-250
GENERAL RAFFLE
Rob Hoflen—$200 Cash Prize
Phil Mastangelo—Shorebird Carving
Andre Delorme—$100 Cash Prize
Bev Hillman—$75 Cash Prize
Valerie Kennedy—$50 Cash Prize
Brian Kraft—Hunting Knife

The fund-raising committee would like to thank everyone for making this year’s fund-raiser such a huge
success. We look forward to seeing everyone next year for the chapters 50th Adversary celebration !
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STUDENTS HIGHLIGHT ANNUAL MEETING
One of the highlights of the 2012 Annual Winter Conference was students volunteering to lend a hand with
all aspects of our annual gathering. Students from Minnesota and North Dakota made many important contributions throughout our joint meeting with the Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society. Over 375 biologists,
educators, consultants, and students attended in the
conference. We were particularly pleased to have 129
students, representing 14 different colleges and universities, attend and participate in the conference. Students
volunteered at every opportunity, assisting with registration from the start to the finish of the 3-day conference
and bringing new energy to the Fund Raising Committees’ vital work.

The poster session highlighted the scientific findings on
topics ranging from insects, bats, and small mammals to
wetlands and wild turkeys. Sarah Thompson’s presentation, Effects of Woody Vegetation Encroachment on Grassland Songbird Abundance in West-Central Minnesota, was
selected as best student poster for 2012. Sarah is a PhD
student at the University of Minnesota. Dr. Todd Arnold co-authored the award winning poster. Financial
support for the Best Student Paper and Poster Awards
and for the refreshments provided during the Poster
Session was provided by Western Ecosystems Technology (WEST), Wenck Associates, Carlson McCain Inc.,
Kadrmas Lee & Jackson (KLJ), SWCA Environmental
Consultants, and the ND Chapter of The National Wildlife Turkey Federation.
We also had a record turnout for the Student/
Professional Luncheon, with 65 students attending the
event compliments of MDU Resources Foundation. The
luncheon provides a forum for an open dialog covering a
wide variety of subjects, including challenges facing today’s students, contemporary natural resource management issues, and career opportunities.

The Conference featured seven excellent oral presentations by students from Minnesota and North Dakota
and a record 17 student posters. The 2012 Paper and
Poster Judging Committee, chaired by Dan Svingen, had
an exceptionally difficult task selecting the winner of the
best Student Paper and Poster. In one of the closest
contests ever, Justin Fisher’s presentation, Survey of the
Genetic Diversity of Northern Frog Populations in North Dakota, was chosen as best student paper. Justin is a PhD
student at North Dakota State University. Dr. Kevin
Purcell and Dr. Craig Stockwell were co-authors on the
paper.

Students participating in the gathering came from near
and far including NDSU, MSU–Moorhead, UND, Valley
City State University, Turtle Mountain Community College, United Tribes Technical College, Sitting Bull College, Bemidji State University, Central Lakes College, St.
Cloud State University, University of St. Thomas, and the
UMN–Twin Cities, Crookston and Duluth. Dr. Daniel
Svedarsky, former President of the Wildlife Society and
several other speakers, including Gary White, Mike Larson, and Jane Austin, provided thoughtful remarks concerning the importance of student involvement in professional organizations.
—Bill Bicknell
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th

Anniversary Planning

The next Annual Meeting marks the 50th Anniversary of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society. Spearheaded by Al Sapa’s foresight and legwork, the Chapter began planning discussions more than two years ago to ensure
that the event would not only highlight Chapter activities over the past five decades, but also demonstrate ways in
which the Chapter and its members are prepared to address current and future threats to natural resource conservation. A special Summer Raffle held in 2010 and 2011 laid the initial financial foundation for providing special events,
apparel, and other products at the meeting. A third raffle will be held this summer to help defray portions of the extra
costs at the Annual meeting associated with a commemorative program, special invited speakers, meals, and many
more surprises. The 50th Anniversary Committee (Ad-Hoc) surveyed membership at the 2012 Annual Meeting for additional input and held a brainstorming session in late February. The committee is always looking for fresh ideas —to
provide input or offer your assistance with the 50th Anniversary, contact Al Sapa at asap@bis.midco.net.

What was happening ONE decade ago (2003)??


Dolly the Sheep was put down by
lethal injection due to lung cancer &
crippling arthritis



The W.H.O. issues global SARS alert



Gasoline prices break all-time record:
$1.73/gallon



Heat wave kills 144 people in Paris



The Iraq War begins



Largest blackout ever in N. America



Human Genome Project is completed






Most tornadoes ever in any one
week in U.S. History—393
20 Bighorn Sheep are translocated from
Oregon to the ND badlands

2nd largest fire in California history
claims more than 2,200 homes

A Peek Into The Past
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NORTH DAKOTA STUDENT FOCUS
This is a rotating section focusing on ND student successes in wildlife conservation efforts and activities

VCSU FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION CLUB
The mission of the VCSU Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation Club is to promote professionalism through its membership
through participation in field experiences, community service, networking with professionals, and conservation education in a fun
and enjoyable college atmosphere. The Club has been very active since
its founding in 2006, and currently has 40 undergraduate members
who are majoring in Fisheries and Wildlife Science.
The Club is active within the Valley City community and took over the
Junior Naturalist program from the Valley City Wetlands Management
District four years ago. Once a month during the academic year, club
members put on programs for area youth such as fishing, archery, and
bird watching. The Club also puts on educational programs for area
youth such as waterfowl and mammal ID, how to build a bird house, and
how to tie flies. Each fall, members canoe a different section of the Sheyenne River through Valley City and pick up any trash, and we are always
amazed what people have thrown into the river.
Mentoring kids during the Junior Naturalist
Fishing Program

The Club has an annual fundraiser each year to support Club activities,
including helping to cover costs associated with students attending the
Change
or Wildlife
from
North Dakota Chapter
of to
The
Society and the Dakota Chapter of the American Fisheries Society meetings.
e-newsletter subscription:

We have multiple
activities planned for the remainder of the spring semester including running two campus cleanup events during
ndcotws@yahoo.com
Earth Week, an ice fishing outing, camping trip to Clausen Springs, three more Junior Naturalist events, birding field trip, sending
2-4 members to The Future of Hunting Conference in Bismarck, and helping get petition signatures for the Clean Water, Lands
and Outdoor Heritage Amendment.
The Club President is Joe Orr and the Club Advisors are Dr. Bob Anderson and Dr. Casey Williams.

Club members help
keep the Sheyenne
River beautiful by
removing trash, while
using Green Energy to
do it — paddle power!

17

OPPORTUNITIES

THE CHAPTER IS YOURS!
Have you ever wondered how to be more involved?

There is no better to way to stay up on natural resource issues in North Dakota than to be part of the
committees of the ND Chapter of TWS.
Committees Include:
Membership
Nominations
Fund Raising
Awards
Small Grants
Communications
Law Enforcement
Wetland Resources
Historian

Wildlife Commercialization
Energy
th
50 Anniversary
Western Lands
State Wildlife Grants
Education & Outreach
Invasive Species
Professional Women in Nat. Res.
Missouri River

Devil’s Lake Basin
Garrison Diversion
Prairie Resources
Red River Watershed
Northern Great Plains
Endangered Species
Wildlife Damage
Legacy Trust Initiative
Tribal Wildlife

All Active Committees Are Currently Looking for New Members
Contact information is available on page 4
We are actively searching an Energy Committee Chair

SECTION NEWSLETTER
As a member of the NDCTWS, you are also a member of the Central Mountains and Plains
Section (CMPS) of The Wildlife Society.
The Section newsletter is now available:
http://joomla.wildlife.org/CMP/
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North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

joomla.wildlife.org/NorthDakota

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Patrick Isakson, Membership Chairman, of any address
changes. Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This
is greatly appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
PHONE #
EMAIL
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY?

________YES

_______NO

EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____

a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Regular
Available to any person employed, trained, or is a student
in a natural resource field. Entitled to vote in Chapter elections.

$25.00

Regular (Senior)
For members 55 years or older with 5 or more years of
previous Chapter membership.

$15.00

Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor
Available to any person or organization which is interested
in supporting the Chapter as it is operated by membership. Non-voting status.

$25.00

Life Member (Regular)

$300.00

Life Member (Senior)
Available to members 55 years or older with 5 or more years
of previous Chapter membership.

$150.00

Student

$10.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$ ________
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“Those who would despoil the nation, usurp its
resources, and endanger its future for immediate
gain more often than not depend upon politics to
get their way. Conservationists traditionally have
hoped that wide-spread public education would undermine such efforts at exploitation; but important
as it is, leisurely education is becoming progressively
less dependable in the tight spots because—well,
because it is amazing how a talented wordsmith
can confuse the most genuinely interested layman
by somehow making an out-and-out theft of
resources ring out as a thoughtful, considered
measure to advance the cause of conservation.”
—Fred Smith (1956)
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