North Dakota Chapter
The Wildlife Society
The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its
membership to pursue conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.
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DEDICATED TO THE WISE USE OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES

A Message From the President
As I write I look out my window to see streaks of blue sky through gray clouds; brown grass and bare stems of
wildflowers waving in the breeze; remnant patches of snow scattered across the rolling hills; and ice covered wetlands that
are slowly turning to open water. A pair of Canada geese honks raucously, a small flock of ducks flies laboriously against
the north wind, a meadowlark sings enthusiastically from the top of a wooden post, and sharp-tailed grouse faithfully
return to their dancing ground. Old man winter is slowly being pushed away by the unmistakable signs of spring.
The snow and ice will soon disappear, wetlands will show off their productive might, and the new growth of grass and
wildflowers will paint the surrounding landscape with color. The songs of grassland birds; quacks and whistles of ducks;
sharp, scolding calls of marbled godwits; lonely screams of red-tailed hawks; crowing pheasants; booming grouse; and the
descending twitter of Sprague’s pipit will provide a welcome variety of sights and sounds.
With spring well on the way it is time to put away the snow shoes, predator call, ice fishing equipment and other items
that have allowed me to enjoy the great outdoors during a long, cold North Dakota winter. I am anxiously waiting to hunt
spring turkey along the wooded draws of the Des Lacs River; fish and camp on Lake Sakakawea; and hike the Killdeer
Mountains and badlands of the National Grasslands and Theodore Roosevelt National Park. As residents of North Dakota
we are blessed with the opportunity to enjoy a variety of outdoor activities no matter what the season.
Throughout the coming spring and summer I will prepare a variety of fishing, hiking and hunting gear that I will use during
the coming months. I truly enjoy working on the boat and camper getting them ready for open water fishing and camping.
Nothing is more relaxing to me than staring into a campfire after a long day fishing on the lake; and enjoying a plate full of
deep fried filets.
I am not in a hurry for spring and summer to end, but late summer and fall is my favorite time of year. I will spend time on
the range practicing my shooting and archery skills in hopes that I can make “the shot” if it presents itself. If I am lucky
enough to win the “lottery” I will have the privilege of experiencing a once in a lifetime hunt for bighorn sheep, elk or
moose……..I can always dream right? Hunting deer, pronghorn and elk with my bow; walking with my dog hoping to flush
grouse, partridge and pheasants; and waiting for ducks and geese to drop into the decoys on cupped wings is always
exciting.
The outdoors, fresh air, warm sun, sights, sounds, hunting, and fishing is what strengthens my passion for conservation and
wise use of all natural resources. I am very thankful for those who had the vision and fortitude to champion conservation
efforts in North Dakota long before I was born. As Chapter members it is our time to fight for conservation of natural
resources that we are all passionate about. The threats that continue to impact habitat and wildlife throughout the state;
and subsequently the outdoor and conservation lifestyle that many people enjoy are daunting. Together with our
conservation partners, we owe our best conservation effort to those who fought before us; and to future generations who
deserve the chance to experience the same opportunities that we are privileged to enjoy.

Kory Richardson, President
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:
Wednesday, April 30, 2014
10:00 A.M.
ND Game & Fish Dept. Headquarters,
Bismarck, ND

April 26: Dakota Amphibian and Reptile Network
Meeting, NDSU, Fargo
May 31: Future of Hunting in ND Conference, Bismarck
June 11-15: Potholes & Prairie Birding Festival,
Carrington
June 20: Bird Festival, Lostwood National Wildlife
Refuge, Kenmare
June 30: Abstract Deadline for Central Mountains and
Plains Section TWS Annual Meeting, Sheridan
Wyoming (Aug 26-28)

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
www.wildlife.org
2014 TWS Conference
Pittsburg, PA
October 25-30
Call for Papers Deadline
April 25
 New Farm Bill Includes Conservation Measures
 Fish & Wildlife Service’s Draft Policy on Growth
 Florida Sues BP Over Environmental Damage
 Fish & Wildlife Service Decides Fate of Barred Owls in Spotted Owl Habitat
 Senate Overnights About Climate Change

Second Edition of Human
Dimensions available
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North Dakota Chapter TWS 2014—Executive Board Members and Committees
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Kory Richardson

kory_richardson@fws.gov

701-490-0686

Adam Ryba
Glen Sargeant
Scott Peterson
Kory Richardson
Mike Goos
Roger Hollevoet

adam_ryba@fws.gov
gsargeant@usgs.gov
speterso@nd.gov
kory_richardson@fws.gov
goos@beu.midco.net
roger_hollevoet@fws.gov

Secretary/Treasure
CMPS Representative
Natural Resources Trust Advisor
Resolutions and Public Statements
Finance
Media Relations

701-269-7386
701-253-5528
701-324-2211
701-490-0686
701-442-5474
701-662-8611

Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements
Program
Audit
Membership
Nominations
Fundraising

Todd Frerichs
Todd Frerichs
Todd Frerichs
Tom Sklebar
Patrick Isakson
Todd Frerichs
Jeremy Thury & John Mazur

Todd_frerichs@fws.gov
todd_frerichs@fws.gov
todd_frerichs@fws.gov
tsklebar@daktel.com
pisakson@nd.gov
todd_frerichs@fws.gov
thuryj@hotmail.com

701-240-1836
701-240-1836
701-240-1836
701-489-3490
701-328-6338
701-240-1836
701-320-6398

President-Elect Portfolio
Bylaws
Legislative
Awards
Communications
Law Enforcement

Mike Szymanski
Paul Myerchin
Randy Renner
Mike Szymanski
Carol Aron & Jeremy Guinn
Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen

duckszymanski@gmail.com
clarklaw@btinet.net
rrenner@ducks.org
duckszymanski@gmail.com

701-328-6360
701-250-8968
701-355-3500
701-328-6360
701-355-8506
701-328-6606

Portfolio A
Wetland Resources
Historian
Wildlife Commercialization

Rick Warhurst
Jim Ringelman
Alexis Duxbury
Mike McEnroe

rwarhusrt@ducks.org
jim.ringelman@gmail.com
aduxbury@nd.gov
memcenroe@midco.net

Energy Committee
(see subcommittees)

Mike Rabenberg & Dave Gillund

Futures Conference

Mike Olson

Portfolio B
Western Lands

Jack Lalor
Bill Jensen

carol_aron@fws.gov or jguinn@uttc.edu

jalundst@nd.gov

701-355-3527
701-934-4044
701-328-6348
701-224-8335

mrabenberg@fws.gov
drgillund@msn.gov
Mike_olson@fws.gov

701-387-4387
701-539-2333
701-355-8545

jandk@rrt.net
bjensen@nd.gov

701-538-4366
701-220-5031

State Wildlife Grants

Bruce Kreft

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

Education & Outreach

Kristine Askerooth

kristine_askerooth@fws.gov

701-724-3598

Prof. Women in Nat. Resources

Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth

cami_dixon@fws.gov

701-662-8611

Portfolio C
Missouri River
Devils Lake Basin
Garrison Diversion
Prairie Resources
Red River Watershed
Portfolio D
Northern Great Plains Work Group
Endangered Species
Wildlife Damage Management
Legacy Trust Initiative
Tribal Wildlife
Inactive Committees

Terry Allbee
Al Sapa
Mike Grau
Scott Peterson
Krista Reiser
Bruce Kreft
Stephanie Tucker
Scott McLeod
Patrick Isakson & Eric Rosenquist

Phil Mastrangelo
Bill Bicknell
Jeremy Guinn
Representatives

nrtterry@btinet.net
asap@bis.midco.net
Mike_grau@fws.gov
speterso@nd.gov
krista_reiser@fws.gov

701-223-8501
701-258-9128
701-662-8611 x334
701-324-2211
701-442-5474 x113

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

satucker@nd.gov
hoyt8832@gmail.com
pisakson@nd.gov
p.mastrangelo@aphis.usda.gov
bicknell@bektel.com
jguinn@uttc.edu

701-220-1871
701-527-1671
701-328-6338
701-250-4405
701-222-2411
701-255-3285

Contracts

Energy Subcommittees

Fishery Resources, Mike Olson

USDA Tech Comm., Karen Kreil

Legislative Liaison, Mike McEnroe

Forest Resources, Tom Claeys

Garrison Master Plan, Al Sapa

Wind Energy, Vacant
Bio-fuels, Scott McLeod

Prairie Chicken, Greg Link

CMPS Rep., Glen Sargeant

Fossil Fuels, Mike Rabenberg

ND Action Group, Casey Anderson
Small Grant, Todd Frerichs

NDNRT, Scott Peterson

Invasive Species, Vacant
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partnership for a permanent
endowment and a charitable gift
annuity with ND Community
Foundation (NDCF). NDCF can
provide endowment and annuity
management, which is not presently
available to contributors and/or
Chapter members. The finance
committee has requested that NDCF
The Executive Board of the North
Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society present more information about
endowments and annuities at the May
met on February 12, 2014 at 9:15 am
2014 Board meeting.
prior to the Annual Meeting at the
Seven Seas Hotel in Mandan, ND.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
A. Minutes From Previous Meeting Board members in attendance
included Todd Frerichs, Scott McLeod, The minutesthfrom the meeting on
December 4 were reviewed and
Korey Richardson, Adam Ryba, Bill
approved. A motion was made to
Jensen, Stephanie Tucker, Terry
approve minutes (MSC: Allbee,
Allbee, and Mike Szymanski. Also in
Richardson).
attendance were Mike McEnroe, Al
Sapa, Gary White, and Bill Bicknell.
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and B. Correspondence Received and
Sent—The Board reviewed
carried” followed by names of board
correspondence sent and received.
members making and seconding the
Dale Henry (USFWS) - Oil
motion. NTR = “Nothing to Report”
Development.
from the committee chair.

North Dakota Chapter of the
Wildlife Society
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES
February 12, 2014
Seven Seas Hotel
Mandan, ND

TREASURER’S REPORT- Adam R.
presented the North Dakota Chapter of
The Wildlife Society’s
(Chapter) 2013 actual to
budget and the 2014 budget.
The Chapter is transitioning
and introducing credit card
payment processing at the
annual meeting this year.
This will include both at the
registration table and tonight’s
fundraiser event. Equipment
purchases of credit card
readers and work pads were
made and these will also be
used in future years. There
will be an evaluation of how
the credit card process
worked this year and
recommendations for future years.

(Committee Reports Begin on p10)

University of North Dakota (UND)
students have agreed to help again
with the fundraiser.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE—The
search for a new state legislative
lobbyist for the Chapter continues.
Several qualified candidates have
been approached, but were unable to
commit at this time. If anyone knows
of a Chapter member who would be
interested, please have them contact
Mike McEnroe.
EXTRAORDINARY PLACES—The
NDIC has been reviewing policy that
would outline the review process of
drilling permits, identify Areas of
Interest, and establish opportunity for
public comments. There has been
considerable resistance to this policy
from oil gas development and private
property rights advocates. The policy
has been championed by the State’s
Attorney General, who will be
presenting at the annual meeting this
afternoon. Comments on the policy
should be sent to NDIC by February
25th.

The Executive Board and guests discuss issues prior to the Annual Meeting

WEBPAGE UPDATE STATUS—The
Board is receiving technical assistance
DPL/FINANCE COMMITTEE
from UND students for transitioning the
REPORT — ND Community
current Chapter website to a new
Foundation — Mike McEnroe updated
website format. The Board is anxious
ARRANGEMENTS AND
the Executive Board (Board) on the
PROGRAMS—Bill Bicknell reported on to make this transition. Carol Aarons
committee’s meeting with Investment
and Stacy Adolf-Whipp are also
the arrangements for the annual
Centers of America on January 23rd.
working with UND students on this
meeting at the Seven Seas Inn.
The year-to-date investment returns
change. A motion was made to
were positive with Life Membership at
complete the transition to new
FUNDRAISING—The fundraiser
10.5% and Dakota Prairie Legacy
webpage before UND semester ends
(DPL) at 15.73%. The committee has committee is transitioning chairperson to utilize the student contributions. A
from Chuck Bosch to a co-chair of
explored the creation of an advisory
deadline of April 15th was
Jeremy Thury and John Mazur. The
OLD BUSINESS
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(Continued from page 5)

recommended for this work to be
requested the Chapter co-sponsorship
completed (MSC: Allbee, Szymanski). for the Understanding the Effects of
Shale Energy Development session at
the TWS annual conference in
SPORTSMEN AND ENERGY
Pittsburg, PA. This session will
FORUM – The states conservation
address wildlife species and habitat
participants meet in January to
develop a consensus on how to move destruction from shale energy
development. The Board has
forward and participate in the future.
identified several potential members
There are plans to meet before the
who might have an interest in
end of February. The Board will
presenting and representing the
participate and provide guidance for
Chapter. This topic will be presented
natural resource concerns.
to membership at annual business
meeting.
MEMBERSHIP SURVEY—Mike S.
reported that 144 Chapter members
AUDIT AGREED-UPON
have responded to the participation
survey. The survey will also be used PROCEDURES - The Audit
Committee recommended to the
to update email contacts for
Board that at each transition of
membership and newsletters. Mike
will provide results after the survey is Secretary/Treasurer an outside review
be completed. Adam will review the
completed.
cost from the last transition and
provide guidance to the Board.
OUTDOOR HERITAGE FUND – Terry
reported on the Outdoor Heritage
TEDDY ROOSEVELT
Fund Advisory Board (OHFAB) first
grant round. The OHFAB received 74 PARTNERSHIP – The Teddy
Roosevelt Partnership (TRP) has
grants for over $34 million in the first
approached the Chapter requesting to
round. The applicants presented on
January 13-14 to the OHFAB. A total join as a support of TRP. TRP has
completed several tours and events in
of 18 grants were recommended for
North Dakota. A motion was made to
funding by OHFAB for a total of
be a supporter of TRP (MSC: McLeod,
$5,921,133. The OHFAB presented
Jenson).
to NDIC for final approval in late
January. One grant was removed
from final approval, the ND Parks and CALL FOR NEW BUSINESS—None.
Recreation Department’s Recreational
Trail Reconstruction in Response to
ADJOURNED—The meeting was
Mineral Development at Little Missouri adjourned at 11:45 AM (MSC: Tucker,
State Park for $73,000. OHFAB has
Szymanski).
also adjusted their grant proposal
considerations. These new
NEXT MEETING—The next Executive
considerations will not fund the
Board meeting will be scheduled for
following: projects that are already
completed, projects that are on-going, May in Bismarck, ND.
staffing, feasibility studies, annual
maintenance, paving projects for
roads and parking lots, swimming
pools, non-permanent equipment,
research, and projects where the
applicant is not directly involved in the
project. A minimum 25% match is
encouraged.
NEW BUSINESS
“UNDERSTANDING THE EFFECTS
OF SHALE ENERGY
DEVELOPMENT” AT TWS
CONFERENCE – John McDonald
from Westfield State University has
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ANNUAL BUSINESS
MEETING MINUTES
February 13, 2014
Seven Seas Hotel
Mandan, ND
I. Call to Order - – President Todd
Frerichs called the meeting to order at
1:45 p.m.
II. Secretary’s Report – Adam R.
and Todd F. discussed the Secretary’s
report. Motion was made to approve
the Secretaries Report (MSCMastrangelo, Richardson)
III. Treasurer’s Report
A. The past year’s 2013 Actual to
Budget was discussed. Motion was
made to approve the 2013 Actual
Budget Report as written. (MSCRingleman, McEnroe)
B. The year’s 2014 Budget was
discussed. Motion was made to
approve the 2014 Budget. (MSCTakala, McEnroe)
IV. Committee Reports – Due to the
length of the agenda, only the
Fundraising Committee gave an oral
report. All other Committees
submitted written reports (see page
10)(WRA - written report attached, OR
-oral report)
President’s Portfolio – Todd
Frerichs
1. Secretary/Treasurer – Adam
Ryba – WRA
2. CMPS – Glen Sargeant - NTR
3. Natural Resources Trust – Scott
Peterson - WRA
4. Resolutions and Public
Statements – WRA
5. Finance – Mike Goos - WRA
Past President’s Portfolio –Scott
McLeod
1. Arrangements – Scott McLeod WRA

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
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2. Program – Scott McLeod - NTR
3. Audit – Tom Sklebar - WRA
4. Membership – Pat Isakson NTR
5. Nominations – Scott McLeod NTR

6. Futures Conference - Mike Olson three calls for nominations from the
- NTR
floor. None were received from the
floor. A motion was made to close
these nominations (MSC-Miller,
Portfolio B – Bill Jensen
Smith). Ballots were passed out to
1. Western Lands – Bill Jensen membership.
WRA
2. State Wildlife Grants – Bruce
Kreft - WRA
3. Education & Outreach –
Kristine Askerooth - WRA

6. Fundraising – John Mazur,
Jeremy Thury co-chairs – Matt
Shappel provided an oral report on the 4. Professional Women in Natural
fundraiser and that they should have a Resources – Cami Dixon & Kristine
profits exceeding $8,800.
Askerooth - WRA
President-Elect’s Portfolio – Kory
Richardson
1. Bylaws – Paul Myerchin - NTR
2. Legislative – Randy Renner/
Mike McEnroe - WRA
3. Awards – Kory Richardson p12
4. Law Enforcement – Jackie
Lundstrom & Tim Phalen - NTR
5. Communications – Jeremy
Guinn & Carol Aron - WRA

Portfolio C – Terry Albee
1. Missouri River – Al Sapa - WRA
2. Devils Lake Basin – Andy
Jewett - WRA
3. Garrison Diversion – Scott
Peterson - WRA
4. Prairie Resources – Krista
Reiser - NTR
5. Red River Watershed – Bruce
Kreft - WRA
Portfolio D –Stephanie Tucker

6. Media Relations—Roger
Hollevoet - NTR
Portfolio A – Mike Szymanski
1. Wetland Resources – Jim
Ringelman - NTR
2. Historian – Alexis Duxbury NTR
3. Wildlife Commercialization –
Mike McEnroe - NTR
4. Energy – Mike Rabenberg and
David Gillund - NTR
5. Futures Conference Ad-Hoc
Committee– Al Sapa gave a short
message and stated there is a
meeting about the upcoming futures
conference after the Chapter meeting.

1.Northern Great Plains Working
Group – Scott McLeod - NTR
2. Endangered Species – Eric
Rosenquist & Patrick Isakson WRA

VI. New Business
1. Passing of Gavel - Gavel was
passed over from President Todd
Frerichs to President-elect Kory
Richardson to signal the beginning of
Kory’s Presidential term.
2. Election Results
Scott McLeod announced the winners
of the election. President Elect is
Mike Szymanski and the two new
Board members are Jack Lalor and
Rick Warhurst. Motion was made to
destroy the ballots (MSC-AdolphWhipp, Shaller).
3. Call for new business from the
floor. Mike Mcenroe urged the
membership to write a letter to support
the extraordinary places agenda by
February 25th. Should we be more
proactive on looking at avenues to try
and change some of the makeup of
the board, or change some of the
other things with the current law.
What is the board’s stance on moving
the annual meeting around the state
again? Teddy Roosevelt group and
how to move that forward was
discussed. The fourth future of
hunting conference will be held in
Bismarck on May 31st 2014. The
fourth energy tour will likely be held in
the early part of June.

4. Approval of new members. Pat
Isakson read the names of new
3. Wildlife Damage Management – members. Twenty new member
Phil Mastrangelo - NTR
names were presented to the
membership for approval as new
Chapter members. Motion was made
4. Legacy Trust Initiative – Bill
to approve all 20 new Chapter
Bicknell - WRA
members (MSC-McEnroe, Sapa).
5. Tribal Wildlife – Dave Azure &
Jeremy Guinn - WRA
V. Election of Officers – Introduction
of 2014 Executive Board and
President candidates. This year Mike
Szymanski is the only presidential
candidate. President Todd F. made

VII. Motion to Adjourn - Motion to
adjourn (MSC-Jensen, Brandt)
Meeting adjourned at 3:40 pm.
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51st Winter Meeting of the North Dakota Chapter of TWS
The ND Chapter of The Wildlife Society gathered together for three days to
discuss issues concerning wildlife, fish, and habitat in North Dakota. With
mounting pressures on wildlife populations, professionals from across the state
came together to talk about legislation, special programs, research initiatives,
successes, and challenges. A theme of Coping with North Dakota’s Changing Landscape was reflected throughout the meeting.
A historical perspective was provided during the initiate session, which was followed with a summary of the current challenges associated with oil development. The second day began with presentations on North Dakota’s Special Plac-

ND Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem

es, the Outdoor Heritage Fund, and the Clean Water, Wildlife & Parks Initiative.
More than a dozen posters were displayed during the poster session. Research
presentations covered saw-whet owls, piping plovers, wood frogs, sharp-tailed
grouse, grassland birds, and white pelicans. The Professional Women’s in Natural Resources Committee sponsored another successful social, as did the University of North Dakota contingent.
The meeting wrapped up with discussions
focusing on the Farm Bill, human dimensions, and habitat loss. Highlights of the

Jay Fuhrer, USDA-NRCS

program included the student activities
(p17), fundraiser auction (p9), and awards
ceremony (p12). Special guest presenters
included Wayne Stenehjem (ND Attorney
General), Lynn Helms (Director, ND Department of Mineral Resources), Dr. Ken
Higgens (South Dakota State University,
retired), and Wade Moser (Chair, Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Board).

Poster presenters field questions about their research

Professional Women in Natural Resource’s Social
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Wade Moser - Outdoor Heritage Fund

Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
Quarterly Report (1st Quarter 2014)
Reporting Date – 1/1/14 to 3/31/14
Total Assets 3/31/14 = $85,021.93 Principal - $63,544.36
Return - $21,477.57
Total Contributors - 69
Contributions for the reporting period -$ 0.00
Contributors for the reporting period - 0
Withdrawals total - $0.00
Comments: The $12,500.00 invested in this account by Board action
included.

The Dakota Prairie Legacy
endowment provides support
for the Chapter to meet the
many urgent challenges confronting wildlife and their
habitats.
The DPL accepts gifts of cash,
property, and deferred
(estate) gifts.

Memorials Received: none.

Annual Fundraiser Report
The fundraiser banquet was a big hit again this year. The variety of opportunities to win great prizes allowed members and
guests to find their favorite game and donate to the important efforts of the Chapter. From the Waterfowl and Ice Fishing Tables to the Plinko Game and Live Auctions, there was something for everyone. The fundraiser is a very important event for the
Chapter, representing a large portion of our annual budget for conservation action items.

Activity

Income

Expense

Net Income

Gun Raffle
Waterfowl Table

$1,825
$1,105

$1,270
$ 511

$ 555
$ 594

Plinko

$ 375

$

0

$ 375

Turkey Feather
50/50

$ 400
$ 200

$ 160
$ 0

$ 240
$ 200

Shorebird Carving $ 435

$

0

$ 435

Guaranteed Table $ 260
Ice Fishing
$ 530

$ 0
$ 148

$ 260
$ 382

General Auction

$3,676

$

0

$3,676

Silent Auction
Live Auction

$ 437
$2,285

$
$

0
0

$ 437
$2,285

Total

$11,528

$2,089

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

$9,439

A BIG THANKS TO THESE DONORS!
Harold Kantrud
Mike Johnson
Ken Higgens

Ross Heir
Tim Phalen
Sue Bicknell

Kristine Askerooth
Erick Fritzell
Randy Kreil
Warren Vetch
Bob Anderson

Merle Benett
John Paulson
Stephanie Tucker
Ducks Unlimited
Kent Luttschwager

Alegra Powers
Neil Shook
Cami Dixon
Kirsten Brennan
Mike McEnroe

Jane Austin
Tedd Gutzke
Arrowwood NWR
ND Natural Resources Trust

joomla.wildlife.org/NorthDakota
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2013 ANNUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
ND Natural Resources Trust
(edited for space)
Chair: Scott Peterson
The North Dakota Wetlands Trust
(Trust) was established as part of the
Garrison Diversion Unit Reformulation
Act of 1986. The purpose of the Trust
was to “preserve, enhance, restore and
manage wetlands and associated wildlife
habitat in the State of North Dakota”.
With the passage of the Dakota Water
Resources Act (DWRA) of 2000 by
Congress, the Trust, now known as the
North Dakota Natural Resources Trust
(NDNRT), has added to its mission the
conservation of grasslands and riparian
areas. The trust received $12 million in
funds from Bureau of Reclamation (BOR)
appropriations for Garrison Diversion and
has received $1.2 million in state funds.
The Trust will eventually receive an
additional 25 million federal dollars to
fund its expanded mission. These funds
are placed in a trust account and interest
generated from this account is used to
meet the goals of the Trust.
A six member Board of Directors
(Board) oversees the operation of the
Trust. The Trust generally meets three
times a year. The Board will review and
approve grant proposals that will help us
fulfill our mission. Due to the relatively
recent passage of the DWRA, and the
resulting expanded Trust mission, a
considerable amount of time is spent each
year reviewing and discussing the Trust’s
Strategic Plan and how it applies to
carrying out the expanded mission of the
Trust.
A perennial subject of considerable
discussion for the Trust Board is the issue
of Federal funding. Trust funding is
currently set at 5% of the total State MRI
and Red River Valley funding. In 2005, the
Trust was able to work with BOR to get
some of the previous investment
restrictions removed which will enable
more flexibility in our investment strategy.
The current financial outlook is much
brighter than it was as recently as 2008.
A very brief summary of other issues:
 Worked with Attorney General’s Office
on the issue of Special Places that
deserve recognition and attention in all
aspects of energy development
 Discussions with another wind energy
company, EDF Renewable Energy,
10

formerly enXco, (Merricourt Wind
Farm) on the potential for delivering
voluntary conservation measure. A
draft agreement is in place in such case
they ultimately build the project
 Worked on land acquisitions in Ward,
McLean, and Sheridan Counties as part
of the MOU with Basin Electric. This
brings that fund/initiative to a close.
 Worked on wetland and upland
contracts in the Devils Lake Basin
 All aspects of the farm bill
 Conservation compliance provision
expected to be part of the next farm
bill
 Work with Trust’s financial advisor and
BOR on how to best leverage Trust
funds
 Continue to help manage existing
accounts for the Great Plains Fish
Habitat Partnership and the Northern
Great Plains Joint Venture and created
another agreement to do similar work
for the FWS Partnership for Fish and
Wildlife
 Missouri River land protection issues
 Various aspects of the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA)
 Renewable energy and biomass grant
proposals and research projects
 Involvement in all phases of the
Conservation Funding Initiative
including work with the CWWP
partnership and submission of proposals
for Outdoor Heritage Fund
consideration
 Various discussions and involvement in
the Grand Forks County Prairie Project
 Involvement in many aspects of oil/gas
development issues in the state and
related conservation issues in particular
As always, if any Chapter member has
questions, comments, or concerns
regarding the Chapter’s involvement in
Trust activities, they are encouraged to
contact Scott Peterson.
_______________________________
Resolutions and Public Statements
Chair: Todd Frerichs
During Executive Board meetings we
discussed the need for any Resolution or
Public Statements. None were identified
in 2013 that needed to be brought to the
entire membership. There was some
discussion regarding responding to issues
as they arise and it was decided that the
Executive Board could be more relevant

and timely by sending letter of support
and dissention as issues arise.
_______________________________
Finance Committee
Chair: Mike Goos
Membership: Mike McEnroe, Greg
Hiemenz, Terry Allbee, Mike Rabenberg,
Con Hillman, Mike Goos
North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife
Society – Finance Committee 2013
Annual Report
Accomplishments
1. Chapter Financial Administration
A. Life Membership returns were
calculated and provided to the Executive
Board for 2014 budget consideration.
B. Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
balance was reviewed and the calculation
completed to determine the amount
available for the 2014 budget.
C. We met with and reviewed our
portfolio with Investment Centers of
America.
D. An Executive Director discussion
with the Executive Board was facilitated.
2. Life Membership Account
A. Two deposits from new Life
Members were received and invested
totaling $600.00.
B. Life Membership baseline on
1/1/2013, was $19,000.00 and on
12/31/2013 was $19,600.00.
C. Actual value on 1/1/2013 was
$20,445.19 and on 12/31/2013 was
$23,743.53.
3. Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
A. Three contributions were received
totaling $213.00.
B. The Executive Board placed
$12,500.00 in the account.
C. DPL baseline on 1/1/2013 was
$49,881.36 and on 12/31/2013 was
$63,544.36.
D. Actual value on 1/1/2013 was
$58,474.26 and on 12/31/2013 was
$83,765.14.
E. DPL newsletter quarterly reporting
was completed and DPL information was
provided to the newsletter.
_______________________________
Audit Committee
(edited for space)
Chair: Tom Sklebar
An internal audit of the records and
finances of the NDCTWS was conducted
January 9, 2014 in Bismarck, ND. Present
were Adam Ryba, Tom Sklebar and Al

Sapa.
Overview: Two instances of
concerns were found in the accounts.
Two checks had not yet been cashed that
were issued the previous year . The
Treasurer was directed to attempt to
locate these two individuals and correct
the problem.
Procedures: The electronic accounts
of the Chapter were reviewed for
completeness. A subsample of existing
deposits and disbursements were verified
against the electronic accounts and bank
records.
Comments: 1) The Treasurer was
advised to ensure that records of the
gaming proceeds and accounts be
maintained within the system so that a
clear distinction of receipts and
disbursements from the general operating
funds can be easily made in the case of
any questions.
2) Considering the Treasurer is
nominally a one-year appointment, the
Treasurer was advised to create a list of
regular recurring deadlines to pass on to
any future Treasurer and that a
satisfactory overlap of one Treasurer to
another be implemented so that both may
become familiar with software and duties
of the job.
4) The Treasurer was advised to keep
a physically separate backup copy of the
electronic records as well as one in a
secure location in the cloud, with access
shared with the President.
5) The Executive Board should
consider hiring another external agreedupon procedures audit of in the near
future. It would be very helpful to
establish a baseline year 0 from which one
could base a future forensic audit.
6) Although a standard internal audit
procedure or external audit frequency is
not promulgated and not listed in Article
VIII, Section2, Clause G of the bylaws, it
was recommended that the board of
directors create same and provide written
instructions for the current and any future
Treasurer as a policy or procedure
document for the chapter.
_______________________________
Legislative Committee
Co-Chairs: Randy Renner and Mike
McEnroe
Since 2014 is not a Legislative year; there
is no current State legislative activity. The
Chapter Executive Board is looking for a
Chapter member to serve as the
Legislative Liaison for the 2015 session.

The Committee expects legislation in
2015 that will deal with oil and gas
development, including well siting and setback requirements, not allowing public
comments on permit activities on private
lands, designation and protection of
“special places”, and on separating the
duties of the Director of the Mineral
Resource Department, promotion of oil
development and enforcement of oil
regulations, into two positions.
The Committee also expects several
bills dealing with the deer hunting seasons;
both bills proposed by the Game and Fish
Department to change the current
system, and bills from hunting groups to
protect their access to licenses and
method of hunting.
_______________________________
50th Anniversary Committee
(edited for space)
Chair: Al Sapa
The Chapter’s 50th Anniversary Year has
come to a close. What a fun time we have
had recognizing our history and
accomplishments. A summary of what we
have accomplished in our first 50 years
was documented in the “Chapter History
Report” provided at the 2013 Conference
and soon to be added to the Chapter’s
webpage along with the Conference video
and scrapbook. Additionally, we will add
Chapter newsletters back to 1980, as
well. There is lots of history to review at
your leisure, or to settle a bet.
We were recognized as “Chapter of
the Year” by the parent organization. The
Chapter got good publicity with articles in
the TWS Wildlife Professional magazine
and North Dakota Outdoors magazine.
The wonderful original art that has graced
our programs and newsletters is now in
power point form and will also be added
to the webpage. Now we must look
forward to an equally successful next 50
years. The Committee has dissolved, and
been replaced with the 2015 Futures
Symposium Committee, which is
proposing a Futures Symposium for
August 2015.
Thanks to all who helped organize
and make our Anniversary, a memorable
one and to those that contributed funds
and participated. Our Chapter looks to
be in good shape to take on the 21st
century.
______________________________
Western Lands Committee
Chair: Bill Jensen
In recent years Mike McEnroe and Al
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Sapa have taken on the task of
commenting about oil and gas
development in the western portion of
the state for the chapter. Their work
has included development of reports,
media contacts, and leading Energy
Tours of the badlands. Their efforts are
greatly appreciated. During 2013 the
Western Lands Committee did provide
comments on special places that deserve
additional protect from energy
development.
______________________________
State Wildlife Grants Committee
Chair: Bruce Kreft
North Dakota’s Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy (aka Wildlife
Action Plan) was originally approved by
the National Advisory Acceptance Team
in February 2006. Since that time, the
State Wildlife Grant’s program has
provided funding for 54 surveys, studies
and habitat projects on several of the 100
Species of Conservation Priority.
Currently, that plan is being revised by
adding a section regarding climate change,
reviewing all threats and conservations
actions identified in the plan, and adding
or changing the Species of Conservation
Priority list by reviewing the status of
species through studies funded by State
Wildlife Grants and other sources. The
plan revisions should be concluded by
July , 2015.
______________________________
Outreach & Education Committee
(edited for space)
Chair: Kristine Askerooth
The Education and Outreach Committee
was involved with five projects/programs
this year.
The Committee continues to be
involved with the annual ND Jr Duck
Stamp Contest. The contest in open to
all ND students in grades K-12. In 2013,
the program attracted over 1,000 young
artists from around the state. The awards
banquet was held in Bismarck on May 4th.
The ND Jr Duck Stamp art exhibit
traveled around the state to various
events and venues. Every year a
Conservation Message winner is selected
as well. If you know of a young person
who is interested in art and wildlife you
can pick up an entry form on the website
at http://duckstamps.fws.gov. Deadline is
March 15th. You can also check us out on
Facebook under North Dakota Jr Duck
Stamp.
The Committee is also a member of
(Continued on page 14)
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THE CHAPTER HONORS CONSERVATION EFFORTS

2014 AWARD RECIPIENTS
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society recognized the efforts of members, students, and organizations at its Annual
Awards Banquet in Mandan on February 13, 2014. The evening
began by honoring undergraduate and graduate students, who had
been nominated by faculty members as best reflecting the character of future conservationists. President Kory Richardson provided levity to the ceremony by sharing “stories” of each award recipient. Natural resources protectors were recognized with the
Case of The Year Award and the North Dakota Wildlife Habitat
Award. The Horsehead Lake Coyote Case was identified as the
case of the year. A highlight of the event was Darrell Oswald’s
acceptance of the Habitat Award on behalf of the North Dakota
Grazing Lands Coalition and their continued efforts to ensure a
home for wildlife on private lands. Todd Frerichs received the
Past-President’s Award for his dedication in guiding the Chapter
during his term as President. The highest recognition given by the
Chapter, the North Dakota Award, was awarded to Jack Lalor for his career of service to wildlife in North Dakota. Jack was
struck nearly speechless by this honor.

NORTH DAKOTA “PROFESSIONAL AWARD—JACK LALOR
The bulk of Jack Lalor’s 33-year career with the US Fish and Wildlife Service was spent as Refuge Manager of Tewaukon National
Wildlife Refuge. From 1987-2013, he served in this position and became known as the easement protector of southeastern
North Dakota. His staunch support of the wetland
and grassland easement program kept countless wetlands from being drained or filled in prime waterfowl
areas of the state. He was instrumental in enforcing
and administering more than 42,000 acres of wetland
and grassland easements. He has helped keep the
Service on track in doing what is right for the resource. He led the purchase of rare pieces of remnant tallgrass prairies, providing a buffer to the Sheyenne River National Grasslands. He oversaw the
management of 14,000 acres of Waterfowl Productions Areas and led many native prairie restoration
projects.
He was an educator, active in youth outreach programs and as a defensive tactics instructor for law enforcement officers. Perhaps most importantly, he was active in public meetings, always knowing that if there was not a voice for conservation, other interests would manufacture their own facts and use
misinformation to sway decisions.
Jack Lalor’s legacy exists in the acres protected, the species that thrive in these habitats, and the professionals that he continues
to impact through his passion and dedication to the resources of the region.
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PAST-PRESIDENT’S AWARD—TODD FRERICHS

ND WILDLIFE HABITAT AWARD— DARREL OSWALD, ND GRAZING
LANDS COALITION

CHARLES V. PULVER CASE OF THE YEAR AWARD—JERAD BLUEM, ND
GAME & FISH DEPARTMENT

BEST STUDENT POSTER AWARD—ALICIA ANDES, UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH DAKOTA

GRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS

Paul Burr, U. of North Dakota

Kyle McLean, North Dakota St.

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS

Greg Lennert
Dakota College—Bott.

Leila Mohsenian
U. North Dakota

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

Matthew Kietzman
Valley City State U.

Matthew Swanson
North Dakota St.
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Sunshine Claymore
Sitting Bull College
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the C2E2 (Coalition for Conservation and
Environmental Education) Steering
Committee. The group continues to
sponsor and administer the North
Dakota Envirothon. In 2013, North
Dakota is working with over 112
students from 35 schools, 4-H Clubs and
FFA groups across the state! The team
from Minot High School from won top
honors! The team went on to compete
at the National level in Selinsgrove,
Pennsylvania.
The Committee continued it’s
partnership with the Fish & Wildlife
Service to sponsor the 4th grade the Keep
ND Clean Poster Contest. The 2013 theme
was Habitat – Homes for Wildlife. All
ND 4th grade classes are invited to
participate in the contest and the winning
artwork was made into a billboard. Over
8,000 students participated in the contest
in 2012. Next year the committee will
partner with the ND Game & Fish Dept.
The Committee collected the
nominees for the 2014 Chapter
scholarships from UND, NDSU, MSUBottineau, VCSU, and Sitting Bull College
forwarded them on to the Executive
Board.
The Chapter provided funding to
help with the annual Earth Day
Celebration in Bismarck. In 2014, the
Celebration will be held in April at the
Bismarck Career and Technical Center.
On Sunday, 29 September 2013 we
held the second annual Teddy Roosevelt
Family Day at McDowell Dam. This
event was co-sponsored by the Chapter,
North Dakota Game and Fish
Department, Boy Scouts of America, Girl
Scouts USA, and 4H. Additional financial
support was provided by Delta
Waterfowl and Ducks Unlimited. The
venue sported 32 booths and greeted
more than 1,300 youth and adults. More
than 60 volunteers help make this event a
reality. The fourth annual Teddy
Roosevelt Family Day is planned for
Sunday, 28 September 2014.
We would welcome new committee
members and ideas!!
______________________________

in 2013. Matt Conner and Lee
Phannmueller both provided
informational and inspiring presentations
during the general session of the meeting.
Lee also led a discussion for the PWNR
annual wine and cheese social that
included approximately 30 professionals
and students. As part of this networking
event, nearly $500.00 was assembled to
support the participation of a student
attending the National TWS meeting in
Milwaukee, WI. Ms. Julia Johnson from
the University of North Dakota was
selected to receive this support. She and
several other students attended and
documented their experiences in a recent
article in the Chapter newsletter. Ms.
Johnson will also talk about her
experiences at the 2014 PWNR Social.
______________________________
Missouri River Committee
Chair: Al Sapa
Missouri River issues are starting to
return to activities before the 2011 flood.
How quickly, although predicatively we
forget. People are building houses on the
flood plain, although at a higher level,
some flood protection projects have been
built while others have languished, mostly
from lack of special assessment funding
support. Political entities are starting to
become provincial again. (See our 2013
Committee newsletter reports on the
State of Missouri proposal to remove Fish
and Wildlife as a management purpose,
and the State of Kansas proposal to
withdraw 4 plus million acre feet of river
water for irrigation). The Authorized
Purposes Study (2009), legislation from
Senator Dorgan to look at updating the
1944 Flood Control Act management
system has not been funded since the
first year and is likely dead. Missouri
Congressmen have blocked three years
of funding for the Missouri River
Ecosystem Restoration Plan, a plan to
guide restoration of river functions and
recovery of endangered species. North
Dakota’s current congressional delegation
has been less then enthusiastic in pursuing
modernization of Missouri River
management.
The Committee will continue to
Professional Women in Natural
monitor and comment where appropriate
Resources Committee
on proposals within the basin including
Co-Chairs: Kristine Askerooth & Cami endangered species management and
Dixon
water withdrawals for energy
The Professional Women in Natural
development.
Resources (PWNR) Committee recruited ______________________________
two speakers for the 50th Annual Meeting
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Devils Lake Basin Committee
Chair: Andy Jewett
Spring 2014 lake levels are expected to
reach 2013 levels with current snow
pack. Current lake elevation is 1452.3 ft.
ASL, with a 50% chance of the level
reaching 1453.3 ft. ASL. Dike work
continues around the Devils Lake area,
with most work being riprap and black
dirt work to seed vegetation in to.
The Lake Region Anglers Association
has submitted a petition to the US Fish
and Wildlife Service to open Lake Alice
NWR to winter ice fishing and summer
shore fishing. Five alternatives are
included in the proposal. A decision is
not expected before fall 2014.
Andy Jewett will be stepping down as
the Committee Chair and Mike Graue
has agreed to take over the Chair.
References: ND State Water
Commission, Minot Daily News, NWS
______________________________
Garrison Diversion Committee
(edited for space)
CHAIR: Scott Peterson
The Dakota Water Resources Act
(DWRA) of 2000 changed the look of the
old Garrison Diversion Unit. The Red
River Valley Water Supply (RRVWS)
project has now become the main area of
focus for the Garrison Diversion
Conservancy District (GDCD). An
Environmental Impact Study was
completed by GDCD which evaluated six
separate alternatives for delivering water
to the Red River Valley. The Alternative
that was ultimately chosen as the
preferred alternative will that would
deliver water to the Sheyenne River via a
buried pipeline from the McClusky Canal,
near the town of McClusky, to Lake
Ashtabula. Some Right of Way
easements have already been negotiated
and purchased along the Highway 200
corridor for the construction of the
pipeline.
USBR is not prepared to sign the
Record of Decision (ROD) for the
RRVWS EIS preferred alternative so, in
an effort to move the RRVWS project
along, the GDCD is exploring other
alternatives in an effort to exclude federal
involvement in the project. This would
involve moving water to the RRV without
utilizing current infrastructure. GDCD is
working on a long term strategy for the
Oakes Test Area (irrigation project).
GDCD/BOR are working on a short
and long term strategy for repairing the

major slide on the McClusky Canal near
mile marker 20. This will be a major
undertaking. GDCD is working with a
marketing and advertising consultant
(Odney of Fargo) to help them reestablish their identity and help them set a
future course for the organization.
GDCD formed a search committee to
begin the search for a replacement for
their manager (Dave Koland) who plans to
retire within the next year It appears at
this time that they will establish a Deputy
Manager position which will serve under
Koland until his pending retirement.
A new 5 year MR & I agreement
between USBOR and GDCD has been
signed.
_______________________________
Red River Watershed
(edited for space)
Chair: Bruce Kreft
The Red River has exceeded flood stage in
49 of the past 110 years, every year from
1993 through 2011, and again in 2013. A
500-year event would flood nearly the
entire city of Fargo and most of
Moorhead, as well as parts of West Fargo
and surrounding communities.
Based on a study of effects, a
Feasibility Cost Share Agreement was
developed in 2008. The study cost share
was 50/50 between the federal
government and the two non-federal
sponsors. A notice of intent was
announced in 2009. The Draft Feasibility
Report and Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) was published public
comment in June 2010 and closed in
August 2010. In response to comments
and to more fully study upstream and
downstream impacts, the Corps prepared
a Supplemental DEIS.
Congress is nearing final passage of a
new Water Resources Development Act
(WRDA), which is expected to contain
authorization for the F-M Area Diversion
Project. A bipartisan conference is
currently working to reconcile the
differences between the two versions of
the bill. Both versions authorize
construction to begin on the Diversion
Project and for improving the country's
flood-control projects and modernizing
ports and waterways.
North Dakota House Bill 1020, which
includes financial support for the FargoMoorhead Area Diversion Project, was
signed into law by Governor Jack
Dalrymple on May 2, 2013. The legislation
provides $100 million for flood protection
North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

efforts in Cass County and The legislative
intent for a total of $450 million in state
funding for the F-M Area Diversion
Project once certain conditions are met.
The $100 million is included within the
total $450 million.
The current plan is a 20,000 cubic
feet per second, 36-mile long, 1,500 footwide diversion channel with 32,500 acres
of upstream staging. Some of the costs
and benefits of the project include:
•The FM Diversion would reduce a 100year flood event from 42.4 feet to 35 feet
at the Fargo gage. For reference, the 2009
flood of record peaked at 40.8 feet.
•Though not designed to prevent a 500year flood event, the FM Diversion would
give the area a chance by reducing the
river level in Fargo from 46.7 feet to 40
feet during a 500-year event.
•The plan includes 150,000 acre-feet of
upstream staging.
The total cost of the project is roughly
$1.8 billion of which: $800 million (45
percent) is the federal share. The
remainder, approximately $1 billion (55
percent), is the non-federal share.
Minnesota is estimated to cover 10
percent of the non-federal share. ($100
million). North Dakota is estimated to
cover 90 percent of the non-federal share.
($900 million). It is being requested that
the state and the local split the nonfederal, non-Minnesota share 50/50.
($450 million each). To date, North
Dakota has approved $175 million. The
citizens of Fargo and Cass County have
both passed sales tax increases that have
been dedicated to help fund the local
share. These are each expected to raise
$700 million over the life of the tax.
A video, which details the draft
conceptual design of the Project is
available at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TGpOzmGtiw4.
Current projects associated with the
diversion projects include the
development and construction of Oxbow/
Hickson ring dikes which should begin in
2014. Additionally, the City of Fargo is
moving forward with the construction of
in-town levee’s to address problem areas.
Other potentially substantial impacts
to the Red River watershed include the
development of retention dams on the
mainstem of major tributaries to the Red
River. One project that is currently being
pursed is the Upper Maple River Dam
Project. The Tribes have been engaged in
the process and their final findings are
joomla.wildlife.org/NorthDakota

expected in September. Work will also
continue on other permits needed for the
project. The project will consist of a
mainstem dry dam, similar to the Maple
River Dam constructed in 2007.
Approximately 22,000 acres are impacted
by flooding along the Maple River. This
project would control 60 square miles and
detain around 4,800 acre-feet of water.
The project will be taken to a vote after
the required permits are obtained. The
estimated cost is $6 million. The Water
Resource District hopes to start
construction early next summer and
complete the work in late fall. Reference:
Red River Retention Authority webpage
(i.e. http://
www.redriverretentionauthority.net/) and
the F-M Area Diversion webpage (i.e.
http://www.fmdiversion.com/).
______________________________
Endangered Species Committee
(edited for space)
Chair: Eric Rosenquist & Patrick Isakson
The United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) has proposed the listing
of 4 species in North Dakota over the last
year, the Powesheik Skipperling, Dakota
Skipper, Northern long-eared Bat, and the
Red Knot.
Dakota Skipper and Powesheik
Skipperling -Excerpts taken from: Dakota
Skipper and Poweshiek Skipperling Proposals
to List as Endangered or Threatened and
Designate Critical Habitat Questions and
Answers. USFWS. October22, 2013.
Landowners are strongly encouraged to view
these documents at http://www.fws.gov/
midwest/endangered/insects/dask/
dask_poskPropListCH24Oct2013.html
The USFWS is proposing to list the
Dakota skipper as a threatened species
and the Poweshiek skipperling as an
endangered species and designate critical
habitat for both species. A special rule,
which would relax prohibition of certain
routine ranching activities and the mowing
of recreational trails has also been
proposed for the Dakota skipper.
Recognizing that the Dakota skipper
and Poweshiek skipperling remain only on
lands where management has allowed
them to survive while the butterflies have
died off elsewhere. USFWS is making
efforts to minimize impacts to landowners
and promote continued cooperation with
them while trying to recover and
eventually delist the Dakota skipper.
Therefore, private landowners with
Dakota skippers on their property should
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become familiar with the contents of the
special rule and contact the Service if they
have questions.
Northern Long-eared Bat
The northern long-eared bat has been
proposed by the USFWS to be listed as
endangered. It is unclear whether this
species hibernates in North Dakota. The
North Dakota Game and Fish Department
is currently investigating potential
hibernacula in the state.
The primary threat to this species as
well as number of other cave hibernating
bat species is a fungal disease called White
nose Syndrome. The fungus which grows
cave hibernacula causes irritation and
dehydration to bat species while they are
in their winter torpor. It is believe that
this disturbance during a time of needed
energy conservation is the cause of bat
deaths. White-nose has currently been
responsible for the death of an estimated
5.7 million bats in the eastern United
States and Canada.
Red Knot
The Red Knot is proposed to be listed
as Endangered by the USFWS. The Red
Knot is a medium sized migratory shore
bird that migrates annually from breeding
grounds in arctic Canada to a number of
wintering grounds including the Gulf of
Mexico and the southeastern United
States. North Dakota is used as stop over
habitat on their migration route. The Red
Knots primary threats are loss of both
breeding and nonbreeding habitat;
potential for disruption of natural
predator cycles on the breeding grounds;
reduced prey availability throughout the
nonbreeding range; and increasing
frequency and severity of asynchronies
(“mismatches”) in the timing of thebirds’
annual migratory cycle relative to
favorable food and weather conditions.
_______________________________
Legacy Trust Initiative
(edited for space)
Chair: Bill Bicknell
Committee Members: Rick Patzman,
Cami Dixon, Dave Azure, and Bill Bicknell
During 2013, the Legacy Trust
Committee continued its efforts to
strengthen the connection between
natural resource students, tomorrow’s
conservation leaders, and wildlife
professionals. The objective of this
initiative is to develop sustainable
programs benefiting both students and
wildlife professionals. The committee was
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involved many activities this year:
 The committee continued discussions
with students, academic advisors, and
professors at colleges and universities in
North Dakota concerning opportunities.
 The 7th Annual Student/Professional
Lunch was held on Thursday, February 13,
2013, during the annual meeting. The
luncheon provides a unique opportunity
for students and wildlife professionals to
compare notes on a wide array of topics,
including challenges facing natural
resource students, contemporary
conservation issues, and career
opportunities. MDU Resources
Foundation provided a generous grant,
covering the costs of all students attending
the luncheon. Since the inception of the
Student/Professional Luncheon in 2007,
MDU has provided grants totaling $5,750
to support student activities.
 Students representing 7 schools
participated in the luncheon, including
NDSU, UND, Valley City State University,
United Tribes Technical College, Sitting
Bull College, Dakota College–Bottineau,
and Minot State University. Dr. John
Organ, past-President of the Wildlife
Society, served as the luncheon speaker
and provided a historical perspective on
critical federal legislation.
 The Annual Winter Conference
featured excellent oral and poster
presentations by students from North
Dakota. Justin Fisher received the Best
Student Paper Award for his presentation,
Landscape Influences of Effective Population
Size of Northern Leopard Frogs in North
Dakota, and Kyle McLean received the
best student poster award for his work,
Preliminary Results on the Influence of
Climate Change on Water Chemistry and
Biotic Communities in Prairie Pothole Lakes.
 Financial support for the Best Student
Paper and Poster Awards and for the
refreshments provided during the Poster
Session was provided by Western
Ecosystems Technology (WEST), Wenck
Associates, Carlson McCain Inc., Kadrmas
Lee & Jackson (KLJ), SWCA
Environmental Consultants, and the ND
Chapter of The National Wild Turkey
Federation.
 Students worked at the registration
table throughout and assisted with the
Chapter’s fund raising auction.
The Executive Board waived the
registration fee for all students attending
the Chapter’s 2013 Annual Winter
Conference. The Executive Board has

also budgeted up to $200 for Student
Chapters and Wildlife Clubs at UND,
NDSU, VCSU, SBC, and Dakota College
at Bottineau to defray travel costs and
room expenses associated with attending
the Chapter’s Annual Winter Conference.
_______________________________
Tribal Wildlife Committee
(edited for space)
Chair: Jeremy Guinn
The Tribal Wildlife Committee
continued efforts to strengthen
relationships between the NDCTWS and
Tribal members and agency personnel on
North Dakota Reservations. Along with
the efforts of the Legacy Trust Initiative,
we have established meaningful
relationships with several of the natural
resource programs at the five ND Tribal
Colleges, including Sitting Bull College (Ft.
Yates), United Tribes Technical College
(Bismarck), Ft. Berthold Community
College (New Town), Turtle Mountain
Community College (Belcourt), and
Cankdeska Cikana Community College
(Ft. Totten). Wildlife research from the
Tribal colleges has increased substantially
over the past five years and is a key
opportunity for connecting students and
faculty to the Chapter. More needs to be
done to engage tribal agencies in the
Chapter and we are actively seeking new
membership for this committee.
Activities of the committee include:
 Attendance at the annual meeting by
enrolled Tribal members has increased
through the combined efforts of several of
the Chapter’s activities, such as the
student-professional luncheon, direct
mailings, and the scholarship program.
This effort will be continued and will focus
on reservations closest to the annual
meeting location in coming years.
 There is much still to be accomplished
by this relatively young committee. We
are looking to recruit new committee
members to broaden our efforts across
the state. We are particularly interested
in volunteers to provide information
about the Chapter to local professionals
on each reservation. Students are very
welcomed to join this committee.
 If tribal contacts are needed, we may be
able to assist in making connections with
the right person. Please do not hesitate
to ask for assistance from the tribal
wildlife committee.

NORTH DAKOTA STUDENT FOCUS
This is a rotating section focusing on ND student successes in wildlife conservation efforts and activities

Student Activities Shine at Annual Winter Meeting
North Dakota’s conservation students have become an integral part of the Chapter’s Annual Winter Meeting. The
Chapter continues to reap the benefits of investing in the highly successful Legacy Trust Initiative, which focuses on
enhancing the experience of our student members. This year, it was difficult to find an
aspect of the annual meeting in which students did
not contribute. Students ran the registration tables,
provided high-quality research presentations and
posters, displayed items during the fundraiser banquet, and were highlighted during the scholarship section of the awards ceremony.
Six groups contributed funds to support student activities this year. MDU Resources Foundation covered all the students’ costs to attend the Student/
Professional Luncheon. The Foundation has provided
these opportunities every year since the inception of
the luncheon. Kadrmas, Lee, and Jackson, Western Ecosystems Technology, Carlson McCain,
Inc., Wenck Associates, and The National Wild
Turkey Federation provided funds to support various
student costs including the extended poster session and
best poster awards. The Chapter waived registration
fees for all students. A sincere thanks for supporting
student activities at the annual meeting and thank you to
the students for making it a great meeting!
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SECTION NEWSLETTER
As a member of the
NDCTWS, you are also a
member of the Central
Mountains and Plains
Section (CMPS) of The
Wildlife Society.
The Section newsletter is
now available:
http://wildlife.org/cmp

DO U

FB??

Interested in providing content for
the Chapter’s Facebook page?
Let us know: ndctws@gmail.com

Request for North Dakota Photos
The Newsletter needs your quality photos of ND wildlife, fish, plants, environmental issues, and landscapes. Share what’s going on at your field sites,
around town, on the road, or at home.
Send a jpeg to ndctws@gmail.com.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Patrick Isakson, Membership Chairman, of any address
changes. Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This
is greatly appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
PHONE #
EMAIL
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY?

________YES

_______NO

EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____

a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Regular
Available to any person employed, trained, or is a student
in a natural resource field. Entitled to vote in Chapter elections.

$25.00

Regular (Senior)
For members 55 years or older with 5 or more years of
previous Chapter membership.

$15.00

Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor
Available to any person or organization which is interested
in supporting the Chapter as it is operated by membership. Non-voting status.

$25.00

Life Member (Regular)

$300.00

Life Member (Senior)
Available to members 55 years or older with 5 or more years
of previous Chapter membership.

$150.00

Student

$10.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

$ ________

joomla.wildlife.org/NorthDakota
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

“The quicker we humans learn that saving open space and
wildlife is critical to our welfare and quality of life, maybe
we’ll start thinking of doing something about it.”
—Jim Fowler
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