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The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its
membership to pursue conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.
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A Message From the President
A t the end of the Annual Meeting we parted on a sobering note that things are not going well in North

Dakota for wildlife habitat. Sometimes the truth stinks and is somewhat hard to take, but the reality also is that
conservation is making great strides. While there are significant ebb-and-flows of threats to wildlife habitats,
our presence is constant. Some pretty tough periods (e.g., dirty-thirties, massive diversions, fencerow to
fencerow farming - which has sometimes been coupled with dramatic drought conditions) have come and
passed. We've recently gone through what has probably been one of the best periods for wildlife in North
Dakota during the age of CRP, good wetland conditions, and even a long string of nice winters to boot!
Unfortunately, as the age of CRP fades away, we are faced with many anthropogenic affects to doubly enhance
the losses of benefits that CRP had provided.
Obviously some of the factors that influence what we love are under some form of human control, while others
are not. Our members have done tremendous work to ensure that good things can still happen, and that
sometimes the bad is not as bad is it could be when bad things happen. I can't imagine what North Dakota
would be like without the efforts of conservation agencies and organizations in the state. Long-term projects
like the Small Wetlands Acquisition Program that have maintained wetlands through the small acts by many
individuals delivering the program to thousands of land owners have maintained a foundational layer of habitat
on our landscape. Similarly, habitat programs that are delivered by agency biologists and cooperatively funded
partner biologists deliver both upland cover programs and hunting access in cooperation with thousands of
landowners across North Dakota. As a person who not only loves seeing and understanding wildlife, but also
hunting and consuming wildlife, I can't tell you how much I appreciate the conservation accomplishments that
occur, and will continue to occur, in North Dakota.
None of us can say with certainty what the future might hold for wildlife in the state. Right now, it seems as
though threats to wildlife habitats may slow a bit, but only temporarily. That's why wildlife professionals in the
state continue to embark on new partnerships and projects not only to deliver and conserve habitat, but also to
research and understand the effects of new (and old) threats and better ways to conduct conservation. We
also have some support from our state leaders for growing funding for the Outdoor Heritage Fund (OHF).
While the Constitutional Amendment didn't pass, the OHF is still there and may have some adjustments that
better enable delivery of wildlife habitat programs that are good for the citizens of North Dakota. Only time
will tell if this comes to fruition. If it does, it will certainly be a positive for those who enjoy the outdoors in
North Dakota.
Lastly, I'd like to thank all who have stepped forward to help the Chapter function operationally. As some folks
have moved on from leadership positions and other aspects that help keep the "wheels turning", new members
have stepped up to fulfill the Chapter's needs. THANK YOU! Enjoy spring and stay safe while doing so!

Mike Szymanski, President
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:
April 28, 2015

June 18, 2015: Call for STUDENT Research-in-Progress
Posters

9:00 A.M.
ND Game & Fish Office
Jamestown, ND

April 24: Call for Papers and Poster—TWS Annual Meeting, Winnipeg, Manitoba

June 26: Abstracts due for CMPS (Central Mountains and
Plains Section) Meeting, Kansas State University, Manhattan Kansas (August 10-13).

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY NEWS
www.wildlife.org
22nd TWS Conference
Winnipeg, Manitoba
October 17-21, 2015
http://wildlife.org/2015conference/
 This issue of the Wildlife Professional looks at Energy Development and
Wildlife Concerns

 Researchers Identify Birds Hosting Lyme Dis-

ease. http://wildlife.org/researchers-identify-birds-hostinglyme-disease/

 Turnips, Radishes, and Peas Lure Deer Away

from Livestock Feed. http://wildlife.org/turnips-radishesand-peas-lure-deer-away-from-livestock-feed/

 Assessing the Big Picture on Declining Gull Populations in the Southwest Coast. http://wildlife.org/
assessing-the-big-picture-on-declining-gull-populations/
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North Dakota Chapter TWS 2015—Executive Board Members and Committees
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Mike Szymanski

duckszymanski@gmail.com

701-426-8826

Secretary
Treasurer
Natural Resources Trust Advisor
Resolutions and Public Statements
Finance
Media Relations
Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements
Program
Audit
Membership
Nominations
Fundraising

Stephanie Tucker
Adam Ryba
Randy Renner
Mike Szymanski
Mike Goos
Roger Hollevoet
Kory Richardson
Kory Richardson
Kory Richardson
Tom Sklebar
Jackie Jacobson
Kory Richardson
Jeremy Thury & John Mazur

satucker@nd.gov
strixacadicus@gmail.com
rrenner@ducks.org
duckszymanski@gmail.com
goos@beu.midco.net
prarierh@gmail.com

701-220-1871
701-269-7386
701355-3500
701-426-8826
701-315-0529
701-351-0837

fowlwacker@hotmail.com

701-339-1451

fowlwacker@hotmail.com
fowlwacker@hotmail.com
tsklebar@daktel.com
sparrow@restel.net
fowlwacker@hotmail.com
thuryj@hotmail.com

President-Elect Portfolio
Bylaws
Legislative
Awards
Communications
Law Enforcement

Bill Jensen
Paul Myerchin
Eric Lindstrom
Bill Jensen
Carol Aron & Jeremy Guinn
Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen

bjensen@nd.gov
clarklaw@btinet.net
elindstrom@ducks.org
bjensen@nd.gov

Portfolio A
Wetland Resources
Historian
Wildlife Commercialization

Rick Warhurst
Jim Ringelman
Alexis Duxbury
Mike McEnroe

rwarhusrt@ducks.org
jim.ringelman@gmail.com
duxburyalexis@gmail.com
memcenroe@midco.net

701-339-1451
701-339-1451
701-489-3490
701509-1416
701-339-1451
701-320-6398

carol_aron@fws.gov or jguinn@uttc.edu

jalundst@nd.gov

701-220-5031
701-250-8968
701-355-3500
701-220-5031
701-355-8506
701-328-6606
701-355-3527
701-934-4044
701-224-9762
701-224-8335

Energy Committee
(see subcommittees)

Dave Gillund

drgillund@msn.gov

701-539-2333

Futures Conference

Mike Olson

mikeandhope@bektel.com

701-425-7952

Portfolio B
Western Lands

Jack Lalor
Bill Jensen

jandk@rrt.net
bjensen@nd.gov

701-538-4366
701-220-5031

State Wildlife Grants

Bruce Kreft

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

Education & Outreach

Kristine Askerooth

kristine_askerooth@fws.gov

701-724-3598

Prof. Women in Nat. Resources

Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth

prairiewetlands@live.com

701-662-8611

Portfolio C
Missouri River
Devils Lake Basin
Garrison Diversion
Prairie Resources
Red River Watershed
Portfolio D
Northern Great Plains Work Group
Endangered Species
Wildlife Damage Management
Legacy Trust Initiative
Tribal Wildlife
Inactive Committees

Paul Halko
Al Sapa
Mike Graue
Vacant
Krista Reiser
Bruce Kreft
Rachel Bush
Scott McLeod
Patrick Isakson & Eric Rosenquist

Phil Mastrangelo
Bill Bicknell
Jeremy Guinn
Representatives

pfhalko@gmail.com
asap@bis.midco.net
Mike_graue@fws.gov

701-649-0122
701-258-9128
701-662-8611 x334

krista_reiser@fws.gov

701-442-5474 x113

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

rachel.bush@hotmail.com
hoyt8832@gmail.com
pisakson@nd.gov
p.mastrangelo@aphis.usda.gov
bicknell@bektel.com
jguinn@uttc.edu

701-799-0766
701-527-1671
701-328-6338
701-250-4405
701-222-2411
701-255-3285

Contracts

Energy Subcommittees

Fishery Resources, Mike Olson

USDA Tech Comm., Karen Kreil

Legislative Liaison, Mike McEnroe

Forest Resources, Tom Claeys

Garrison Master Plan, Al Sapa

Wind Energy, Vacant
Bio-fuels, Scott McLeod

Prairie Chicken, Greg Link

NDNRT, Randy Renner

Fossil Fuels, Vacant

ND Action Group, Casey Anderson
Invasive Species, Vacant
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North Dakota Chapter of the
Wildlife Society
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES
February 11, 2015
Baymont Inn and Suites
Mandan, ND

III. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Year-end Committee Reports as
presented at the Annual Business
Meeting begin on page 12.

IV. OLD BUSINESS
A. Annual Conference– Bill Bicknell
The Executive Board Meeting of the
has completed arrangements for many
North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife
years and unfortunately could not
Society was called to order at 9:00 AM continue for the 2015 annual
at the Baymont Inn and Suites,
conference. Karen Kreil stepped up to
Mandan, ND.
complete this year’s arrangements.
Karen will not make the meeting due to
Those in attendance include Kory
illness, so all the Board will make sure
Richardson, Mike Szymanski, Todd
the meeting goes smoothly for all the
Frerichs, Adam Ryba, Stephanie
Chapter members. Fundraising report
Tucker, Terry Allbee, Rick Warhurst,
was given by John Mazur. John
and Jack Lalor. Also in attendance
discussed this year’s general raffle
were Mike McEnroe, Al Sapa, and
ticket mailing concerns; this was due to
John Mazur.
change in state laws that prohibit direct
mailing. The Fundraising committee
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and will work on finding a solution for next
carried” followed by names of board
year.
members making the motion and
seconding the motion. NTR = “Nothing
B. Futures Conference/2016 Annual
to Report” from the committee chair.
Conference—Al Sapa and Mike Olson
will present at 1:00 to give progress
I. TREASURER’S REPORT- Adam
report and ask membership to provide
Ryba Adam Ryba presented the 2014 additional ideas for the 2016 Future
actual to budget and the 2015
Conference.
proposed budget for the North Dakota
Chapter of The Wildlife Society
C. Legislative Update—Mike
(Chapter) to the Executive Board
McEnroe gave Board update on
(Board). A motion to approve
several conservation bills. HB1197
Treasurer’s report (MSC - Allbee,
restricts state general funds from been
Tucker).
received by non-profit organization for
interest in real property for wildlife or
conservation purposes. HB 1409 is
II. SECRETARY’S REPORT
A. Minutes from previous meeting. the Outdoor Heritage Fund increase
from $30 million to $50 million, addition
Adam Ryba presented the minutes
of 5% staffing, and limits amount for
from previous meeting. Board
park or playground equipment.
suggested corrections on President
Elect’s Portfolio #2 Legislative to read Conservation organizations are
supportive of the bill, but would like the
“NDGF Department Budget and
staffing percentage to be increased.
Governor’s budget which includes an
The Energy and Natural Resources
additional $80 million of OHF funding
Committee will work on the bill this
and state park one time improvement
week.
costs. The proposed budget would
increase OHF from 30 million to 50
million dollars and …” A motion to
D. Outdoor Heritage Fund—The
approve the December 2, 2014 Board Governor’s staff has contacted
minutes with corrections (MSC Tucker, Chapter to discuss the letter sent to
Allbee).
Governor’s office on Outdoor Heritage
Fund. The letter was supportive of the
funding increase and made
B. Correspondence – NTR
suggestions for improving the process.

E. NRCS Wetland Determination
Comments—The Board signed on to
a joint letter which provided comments
and concerns about determination
process. Rick will also send a
separate letter to NRCS from the
Chapter.
F. Bylaw Change—The proposed
bylaw change is to split the Secretary
and Treasurer into two separate
positions. The Board was requested to
clarify the duties of each. The annual
reporting to secretary of state and
federal tax return will be part of
Treasury duties. The bylaw changes
and discussion on duties and voting
will be presented at the annual
business meeting.
G. UND Student Chapter FundingThe UND Student Chapter provided a
‘thank you’ letter in response to our
approval to provide them with travel
assistance to attend The Wildlife
Society 22nd Annual Conference in
Winnipeg, Manitoba in October of
2015.

H. Conservation Affairs Network—
The Wildlife Society is launching a
Conservation Affairs Network program
and the informational handout was
presented to Board by Kory
Richardson. The Conservation Affairs
Network increases TWS effectiveness
through communications and
collaborations at Chapter, Sections
and national levels.

V. NEW BUSINESS
A. Lobbyist – Board will consider
providing an appreciation gift to Mike
McEnroe at the conclusion of the North
Dakota legislative session. Board
appreciates Mike’s continued
involvement regarding important
legislative issues and providing
updates on activities that are important
to North Dakota’s natural resources.
Mike continues to volunteer his time,
even though he is no longer a
registered lobbyist for the Chapter.
B. Wildlife Damage Management –
Stephanie Tucker provided Board with
handouts for three updated position
statements. The position statements
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(Continued from page 5)

included Big Game Depredation
Management and Control (formerly
called Deer Depredation Management
and Control), Furbearer Damage
Management and Control, and
Management and Control of Migratory
Game Bird Depredation, Human
Health and Safety and Nuisance
Issues. The Board reviewed the
position statement updates. A motion
to approve the three position
statements as presented (MSC
Tucker, Warhurst).
C. Teddy Roosevelt Family Day –
Board will table funding request until
after final approval of 2015 budget at
annual business meeting. Board will
add this to agenda for the next Board
meeting in April.
D. Adjournment— A motion to adjoin
the meeting at 11:45 AM (MSC
Frerichs, Tucker).
Next Meeting: April 28, 2015 at 9:00
am at Jamestown ND Game & Fish
Department Office.

FUNDRAISER REPORT
The Annual Fundraiser was held on Wednesday evening February 11th.
The Chapter would like to recognize the efforts of the Fundraising Committee in putting together a fantastic event. Among the activities were a silent
auction, live auction, gun raffle, general raffle, a Plinko game, an ice fishing
table, and a waterfowl table. The silent auction raised $453, while the live
auction raised $2,687.50. The Raffles netted over $2,500. ND conservation students were active participants in displaying items for bid and driving
up prices on items for the professionals.

Raffles
IOU's

Income
$15.00

Expenses
0

50/50
General

$225.00
$1,620.00

0
$637.33

Ice Fishing

$298.00

$155.34

Guaranteed

$265.00

$75.50

Waterfowler
Plinko

$1,100.00
$202.00

$622.70
0

Hats

$114.00

0

Patches

$120.00

0

$650.00
$4,609.00

$564.43
$2055.30

Black Powder
Totals
Net Income

$2,553.70

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING DONORS!
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Jane Austin

Mike Johnson

Roger Rostvet

Jill Shaffer

Jacob Oster

John Paulson

Mike Goos

Todd Buckley

Stephanie Tucker

Phil Mastrangelo

Kristine Askerooth

Joel Gustafson

ND NWTF

Erik Fritzell

Keith Trego

George Linz

Kirsten Brennan

NDCTWS

Mike McEnroe

Alegra Powers

Jeremy Duckwitz

Chuck Bosch

Kent Luttschwager

Bob Morgan Family

Paul Myerchin

Chase Lake NWR Staff

Vern Bleich

Ross Heir

Neil Shook and Cami Dixon

Curtis Bradbury

Mike and Kila Szymanski

Kory and Laurie Richardson

ND Natural Resources Trust

Con Hillman

Dave

Randy and Karen Kreil

Bud Adams
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Professional Development
Workshop at Next Year’s Conference

Beyond Better Biology
How to tell your Conservation Story more effectively!
North Dakota Chapter 2016 Annual Conference
February 10-12, 2016 - Mandan. North Dakota

Next year’s Annual Conference will focus on improving the effectiveness of conservation communication, and
will be featuring professional development workshops focused on storytelling for scientists. All attendees
should come prepared and committed to making a positive difference for the future of wildlife conservation
using some new storytelling techniques. The workshops will be led by Dr. Randy Olson and held on Tuesday
afternoon (2/9/16) and Wednesday morning. To reserve a spot or learn more about the workshops please contact Rick Nelson (355-8509) or Mike Olson (425-7952).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ND OUTDOORS DAY AT CAPITOL
The Chapter participated in the first North Dakota Outdoor Day, organized by Ducks Unlimited, at the
Capitol on Friday, February 20. Along with 20 other wildlife and outdoor orientated organizations,
Chapter members presented a booth and visited with Legislators, staff, and interested attendees.
General themes of support for the Governors proposed raise in funding level for the Outdoor Heritage
Fund, and a show of interest by a wide variety of organizations from across the State were the primary
objectives. It was generally felt that the event was successful, and will be pursued again in two years at
the next Legislative session. Lieutenant Governor Wriggly was scheduled to address the event
attendees, but cancelled at the last minute. Dr Tom Hutchens and Pat Stockdale , both members of the
States Outdoor Heritage Fund Advisory Committee were the featured speakers.

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS
The Chapter welcomes newly elected executive board members, Rachel Bush and Paul Halko, President-elect, Bill Jensen, and
newly appointed Secretary, Stephanie Tucker. Thank you for your service to the Chapter.

It’s a Great Time to Visit your Local Refuge, Park, or Management Area!
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THE CHAPTER HONORS CONSERVATION EFFORTS

2015 AWARD RECIPIENTS
NORTH DAKOTA AWARD — ALEXIS DUXBURY
ALEXIS DUXBURY
NORTH DAKOTA GAME & FISH DEPARTMENT
Born and raised in Wisconsin, Alexis completed a B.S. degree in Botany at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She began her career in North Dakota with the ND Natural Heritage Inventory in 1983, before joining the ND Game & Fish Department as a
Conservation Biologist in 1988. Her willingness to slug through the public records
and attend meetings fully armed with facts, never missing the smallest detail, resulted
in a staunch support for wildlife resources in the state. Her grasp of environmental
law provides the state with an expert in the regulatory capacity of the Clean Water
Act, NEPA, and the Endangered Species Act. She is an outspoken mentor for women
in conservation and for the Chapter’s young professionals. She has been a Chapter
member for 30 years. Famous for her “bog-slogs”, Becoming an Outdoors Woman
attendees will always remember the experiences spent with Alexis learning plants and
becoming better acquainted with wetland ecology. The Chapter is proud to add
Alexis Duxbury to the list of North Dakota Award recipients.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS
VALORIE NAYLOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Valerie recently retired from the National Park Service, most
recently serving as superintendent of Theodore Roosevelt
National Park. Her dedication to the long-term values of the
Park’s character has been clear. Firm leadership in an era of
declining budgets, pressures from development, and tough
biological management decisions serves as a model for
protecting the state’s resources.

JAN SWENSEN
BADLANDS CONSERVATION ALLIANCE

As Executive Director of the Badlands Conservation Alliance,
Jan has spearheaded the grassroots movement to protect
natural areas in the west. Her commitment and sacrifices in
advocating for the badlands ecosystem has spread awareness
and rallied support for natural resources across the state.
She has provided “A Voice for the Wild North Dakota Places” badlandsconservationalliance.org/
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PAST-PRESIDENT’S AWARD

ND WILDLIFE HABITAT AWARD

KORY RICHARDSON

RENAE HEINLE

The Chapter thanked Kory Richardson for his efforts and leadership as President for the past year.

The Chapter recognized Renae Heinle, NDG&F
Dept. Private Lands Biologist for her contributions
to protecting wildlife habitat in the state.

CHARLES V. PULVER CASE OF THE YEAR AWARD — JAMES MYHRE
The Chapter tapped the Fessenden Coyote Case as the 2014 Case of the Year and acknowledges North Dakota Warden
James Myhre for his exceptional work investigating the case.

BEST STUDENT PAPER AWARD — ALICIA ANDES, University of North Dakota
Evaluation of fate based on field evidence through the use of video cameras installed at least tern and piping plover nests on the Missouri
River
—Alicia K. Andes (UND), Terry L. Shaffer (USGS-NPWRC), Mark H. Sherfy (USGS-NPWRC), and Susan Ellis-Felege (UND)

BEST STUDENT POSTER AWARD — LISA PREISTER, North Dakota State University
Smooth brome (Bromus inermis) phenology in northern tallgrass prairie
—Lisa Preister (NDSU), E. Shawn DeKeyser (NDSU), and Cami Dixon (USFWS)
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Student Awards
GRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS

J.J. Nelson

Rebecca Eckroad

North Dakota State University

University of North Dakota

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS

Samantha Kainz

Maurianna Loretto

Garret Hecker

North Dakota State University

Sitting Bull College

Valley City State University

Josh Becker

Amanda Saul

Dakota College - Bottineau

University of North Dakota
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ND Chapter of TWS Annual Committee Reports
the future; 3) Investments in community
and economic infrastructure.
Terry Allbee gave a report on the progress of the OHF. He highlighted projects
that got funding along with some really
The ND Natural Resources Trust
outstanding projects that have not been
(Trust) Board met on January 7, 2015 in
Bismarck, ND and the following is a sum- funded. There was a discussion about
mary of the issues discussed at that meet- some of the projects that were funded did
very little for conservation. There was
ing:
The Board spent a considerable amount also some discussion about working on
some policy changes so that staffing costs
of time, as it always does, discussing the
long term investment scenarios and strat- could be covered.
Keith Trego reported on a possible proegies of the Trust with Mark Norcini, SEI,
ject at Painted Woods WMA south of
Inc. and we are now experiencing some
Washburn.
great returns on our investments.
Keith Trego reported on Farm Bill issues. There was a long discussion about Measure 5 outcome and repercussions for conKevin Kading report on the NDGFD
servation. The Trust will be working with
CREP program for cover projects in SW
conservation partners and agriculture on
ND.
conflict resolution.
Keith Trego and Terry Allbee gave an
The next NDNRT Board Meeting is
update on discussions with various wind
scheduled
for April 29, 2015 in Bismarck.
projects. The trust has nearly completed
As
always,
if any Chapter member has
the work of delivering voluntary conservaquestions, comments, or concerns regardtion measures for Basin Electric. As a
ing the Chapter’s involvement in Trust
result of that venture, 2,200 acres are
activities, they are encouraged to contact
now under perpetual protection. The
Randy Renner.
Trust is still engaged in discussions with
EDF and an MOU is being drafted but
they (EDF) are still looking for a buyer for
FINANCE
their power.
MIKE
GOOS
Karen Kreil reported on the Grand
Forks Prairie Project. A small grant has
Committee members – Mike Goos
been secured which will be used to pur(Chair), Mike McEnroe, Greg Hiemenz,
chase grassland easements in the project
Terry Allbee, Mike Rabenberg and Con
area.
Hillman
One change to the Board of Directors
has been made. Jack Ohlin has resigned
Accomplishments:
from the board. Jerry Doan attended the
Chapter Financial Administration
meeting on request by the Governor’s
Office to fill that vacancy. He has not been Life Membership returns were calculated
officially appointed. New Board members and provided to the Executive Board for
2015 budget consideration
include Marshall Johnson representing
Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment balAudubon and Randy Renner replacing
ance was reviewed and the calculation
Scott Peterson as the NDCTWS reprecompleted to determine the amount availsentative.
able for the 2015 budget
Patrice Lahlum from the Great Plains
Institute reported on the Legacy Fund and Met with and reviewed the Chapter
the recommendations by a group of wide portfolio with Investment Centers of
ranging participants to the Legislature and America
Facilitated a discussion with the Executhe citizens of ND. The recommendative
Board and ND Community Foundations for dispersing the funds starting in
tion
(endowment management)
2017 include: 1) Endow a higher education
Life
Membership Account
scholarship program in ND; 2) Establishing
There were no Life Membership deposits
a “Genius Initiative” to foster private and
in 2014.
public innovation that builds a bridge to
ND NATURAL RESOURCES
TRUST
RANDY RENNER
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Life Membership baseline on 1/1/2014
and 12/31/2014 was $19,600.
Actual value on 1/1/2014 was $23,743.53
and on 12/31/2014 was $25,271.24.
Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
Three contributions were received totaling $100.
DPL baseline on 1/1/2014 was
$63,544.36 and on 12/31/2014 was
$63,644.36.
Actual value on 1/1/2014 was $83,765.14
and on 12/31/2014 was $86,193.84.
DPL quarterly reporting was completed
and information provided for the newsletter.
BYLAWS
PAUL H. MYERCHIN
The Chapter Bylaws remain unchanged
and in good order. Pursuant to Article II
(Meetings) Section 1, Clause F, copies of
the Chapter Bylaws are available for inspection during the annual meeting. In
2014, the Bylaws Committee, at the request of the Board, worked on preparing
amendments to the Bylaws to allow the
Secretary/Treasurer position to be two
separate positions rather than one. These
proposed amendments will be voted on
by the membership at the annual meeting
this February 2015.
COMMUNICATIONS
CAROL ARON & JEREMY GUINN
The Communications Committee continued efforts to strengthen connections
among members through timely notification of news, plans, and opportunities.
The committee is active in several areas
including the website, Facebook page,
newsletter, email contact with the membership, and annual meeting events. As
technology changes, we hope to maintain
high standards, while reaching our target
audience.
Committee Activities:
With the help of Jackie Jacobson, the
Chapter has transitioned to a new website, https://ndctws.wordpress.com/,
which allows more flexibility and functionality. The new website has enhanced
content including contact information for

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society
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board members, bylaws, past newsletters, position statements, articles, and
the Chapter’s history. Members are encouraged to mark the new site in their
favorites to be sure they have the most
current information about the Chapter.
Members can also submit photos or content to the website.
The Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/pages/North-Dakota
-Chapter-of-The-WildlifeSociety/140274409414969 is up and running. The page is currently administered
by the newsletter editor, but we are actively soliciting content and photographs
for more frequent activity on the page.
The committee produced and edited
the Chapter’s quarterly newsletter with
the help of the Executive Board.
Email communication is becoming more
of an emphasis after switching to
the new gmail.com account, which eases
notifications of events and important
legislative issues. While not required, it
is very helpful for each member to provide a current email address during annual meeting registration. Email addresses
can be changed or added at any time by
sending the changes to the
ndctws@gmail.com address. This is especially important for student email accounts; so that we can maintain contact
with you and ensure that you receive the
Chapter newsletters.
WESTERN LANDS
BILL JENSEN

7,800. With secondary recover efforts,
developed fields will see dramatic increases in well densities. In the coming
year, the committee believes we need to
develop a messaging strategy to inform
the public of the costs to their quality of
life, and the long term consequences for
the state as a result of persistent oil and
salt water spills.
STATE WILDLIFE GRANTS
BRUCE KREFT
The North Dakota State Wildlife Action
Plan is currently being revised. A draft is
scheduled to be completed in April 2015
with a final proposed for submission to
the National Advisory Acceptance Team
in July 2015. The North Dakota Game and
Fish Department hosted a State Wildlife
Action Plan Summit on April 2, 2014 to
inform/updated interested agencies,
groups, and individuals on the status of
the review and to gather additional input
on important issues. For North Dakota to
continue to receiving State Wildlife Grant
funding is contingent on the completion of
the State Wildlife Action Plan. The Chapter will be asked to review the draft plan.
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN IN
NATURAL RESOURCES
KRISTINE ASKEROOTH &
CAMI DIXON

The Professional Women in Natural Resources (PWNR) Committee hosted the
Energy development in western North annual wine and cheese social that includDakota continues to proceed at an
ed approximately 30 professionals and
astounding rate. The bulk of the new
students. This group annually strives to
energy development involves privately
support a student’s attendance at the anheld minerals on private land. Therefore, nual TWS conference. Ms. Julia Johnson
very little input concerning natural reand several other students from the Unisource issues is taken into consideration versity of North Dakota shared their exduring the leasing and development pro- periences from attending the 2013 nationcess. We are monitoring the quarterly
al conference in Milwaukee, WI. In 2014,
leasing process being conducted by the
Ms. Leila Mohsenian was selected to restate. Many of the companies involved in ceive funding to help defray costs of atdeveloping the oil and gas reserves have tending the conference in Pittsburgh, PA.
scheduled work out for years into the
Social attendees are looking forward to
future. For example, in 2013 the number hearing about Ms. Mohsenian’s experiencof active wells in McKenzie County is
es from the 2014 national conference.
currently at about 1800. Currently,
about 3,000 wells in McKenzie County
were in production. According to a
McKenzie County development website,
in the next 15 years the projected number of active wells is expected to exceed

MISSOURI RIVER
AL SAPA
Issues affecting the River, slowed by the
2011 floods have begun to resurface. Activist groups are forming in the lower basin and upper basins to promote special
interests. The 2015 North Dakota Legislature is considering an Empower Group to
promote upper basin issues. A lawsuit has
been filed against the Corps of Engineers
by a major farm consortium alleging that
the Corps management of the river for
wildlife and endangered species caused the
2011 floods in the lower basin.
Other issues that remain include the
returning of excess lands acquired for the
Oahe and Garrison Dams (Chapter previously testified in opposition), the substantial demands for water from the Garrison
reservoir for oil and gas development, and
regulations offered by Senator Hoeven
that the Corps cannot charge for withdrawal of reservoir water. The routine
occurrence of spills from oil well sites and
pipelines, exposing the landscape to hazardous chemicals and salt water is a growing issue, particularly when discharged
into the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers
and their tributaries.
As current Committee Chair, I intend to
step down effective at the Annual Conference. Thanks for all that helped on the
Committee!
RED RIVER WATERSHED
BRUCE KREFT
North Dakota’s 64th Legislative Assembly is in session in Bismarck, and Governor Dalrymple has acknowledged the importance of the F-M Area Diversion Project by once again including funding for the
Project in his two-year, $15.7 billion budget. Included in the Governor’s budget for
the State Water Commission is $69 million for the Diversion Project during the
2015-2017 bienniums. The amount comes
in addition to the $175 million approved
during previous sessions. Legislators will
spend the next few months considering
the Governor’s recommendations and
balancing the priorities of water projects
across the state.
In addition, Rep. Al Carlson, R-Fargo, the
House majority leader, proposed that the
state should provide $125 million to help
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the City of Fargo with internal flood pro- www.redriverretentionauthority.net/) and
tection which is separate from the Diver- the F-M Area Diversion webpage (i.e.
sion Project, but which would be comple- http://www.fmdiversion.com/).
mentary to, and work in conjunction with,
the Project. The funding would be used to
continue building-up levees, construct
THREATENED & ENDANGERED
floodwalls and acquire homes in floodSPECIES
prone areas.
ERIC ROSENQUIST & PATRICK
ISAKSON
The acquisition of the land necessary to
build the F-M Area Diversion Project is
General Overview
underway. Overall, the Diversion Project
2014 has shown continued activity in the
will require the acquisition of approxiarena of threatened and endangered spemately $350-$400 million in land rights.
cies. Two new species were added to the
This includes more than 1,300 parcels and list for North Dakota. There are also curapproximately 7,000 acres along the chan- rently 6 species in some aspect of the
nel footprint. The land rights include fee
listing process.
titles, permanent easements and temporary easements.
Newly Listed
Dakota Skipper and Poweshiek SkipperTo date, there have been seven residen- ling - The two prairie obligate butterflies
tial acquisitions along with 10 additional
were added to the threatened and endanagreements in place for other types of
gered list in October of 2014. Dakota
parcels, including farmland. In total, 1,872 Skipper was given the designation of
acres have been acquired. Acquisitions in threatened and the Poweshiek Skipperling
progress include land needed for the Ox- Endangered. The two species were conbow-Hickson-Bakke Ring Levee, in-town
sidered together as they share much of
levees within Fargo and Moorhead, and
the same habitat. Under the listing of the
lands along the Diversion Project channel Dakota Skipper a 4(d) rule exemption for
which runs from the Project’s Outlet to
grazing was developed. Critical habitat for
the Rush River. Some of the lands that
both species will be developed and should
have been acquired along the channel may be published early in 2015.
be used for mitigation and/or land trading
purposes.
Under Consideration
Other potentially substantial impacts to
Northern Long-eared Bat - The northern
the Red River watershed include the delong-eared bat has been proposed by the
velopment of retention dams on major
USFWS to be listed as endangered. The
tributaries to the Red River. The Red
northern long-eared bat is found throughRiver Retention Authority is trying to
out eastern and north-central US and
achieve a 20 percent flow reduction on
Canada. North Dakota is included in their
the Red River mainstem upstream of Far- range. The listing decision for the NLEB
go-Moorhead to decrease the duration,
was set to be made in October of 2014
scope, and level of floods in the Fargobut new information presented to the
Moorhead area, downstream communiUSFWS prompted them reopen the comties, and rural areas. Discussions have
ment period. This extended the listing
occurred on the development of retention decision to April 2 of 2015.
projects with each individual Cass County Rufus Red Knot - The Red Knot is proWater Resource District.
posed to be listed as Endangered by the
USFWS. The Red Knot is a medium sized
As many Water Resource District looks migratory shore bird that migrates annualat ways to development retention, numer- ly from breeding grounds in arctic Canada
ous other projects continue to occur to
to a number of wintering grounds includdrain large wetlands into Red River tribu- ing the Gulf of Mexico and the southeasttaries. Many of these drainage projects
ern United States. North Dakota is used
jeopardize regionally important fisheries if as stop over habitat on their migration
approved as proposed.
route. A listing decision for this species is
projected to be late 2014/early 2015.
Much of this information was compiled
Greater Sage Grouse - The Service confrom the Red River Retention Authority
tinues to collect information from across
webpage (i.e. http://
the range for this species. The listing deci14

sion for the Greater sage grouse is tracking to be sometime in 2015.
Sprague’s Pipit - The Sprague’s pipit is a
small grassland nesting bird whose breeding range is found in western ND, northern Montana and southern Saskatchewan.
A listing decision on this species was
scheduled for early 2015 but new information submitted to the Service through
the comment process as well as a reevaluation of the species status on its wintering grounds has delayed the listing until
fall of 2015.
Prairie Gray Fox - This species was found
to have a positive 90 finding in December
of 2012. The Service continues to gather
information. No listing decision date has
been announced.
Plains Spotted Skunk - This species was
found to have a positive 90 finding in December of 2012. The Service continues to
gather information. No listing decision
date has been announced.
Other Notable T&E News
Gray Wolf - The Gray wolf is currently
listed as a threatened species west of the
Missouri river and a furbearer with a
closed season east of the Missouri. State
officials are currently working with the
Service in the attempt to delist it in Western North Dakota. This listing is tied to
the Mexican wolf listing, making it the
delisting easier. A recent challenge to the
delisted status of wolves in the Great
Lakes region may have an effect on ND as
well. If the delisting is overturned in court
eastern ND wolves may end up with a
threatened status as they are tied to the
Great Lakes population.
WILDLIFE DAMAGE MANAGEMENT
PHIL MASTRANGELO
Committee members (new member*):
Phil Mastrangelo (Chair), Arv Anderson*,
Jeremy Duckwitz, Judd Jasmer*, Mike
Johnson, Brian Kietzman*, Kent
Luttschwager, John Paulson and Stephanie
Tucker.
The WDM committee has reviewed and
revised three position statements that
were over five years old; Furbearer Damage Management and Control, Deer Depredation Management, and Management of
Migratory Game Bird Depredation. The
revised documents include reference to
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the concepts of the North American
Model of Wildlife Conservation.
TRIBAL WILDLIFE
JEREMY GUINN
The Tribal Wildlife Committee continued efforts to strengthen relationships
between the NDCTWS and Tribal members and agency personnel on North Dakota Reservations. Along with the efforts
of the Legacy Trust Initiative, we have
established meaningful relationships with
several of the natural resource programs
at the five ND Tribal Colleges, including
Sitting Bull College (Ft. Yates), United
Tribes Technical College (Bismarck), Ft.
Berthold Community College (New
Town), Turtle Mountain Community College (Belcourt), and Cankdeska Cikana
Community College (Ft. Totten). We will
continue to encourage and develop this
relationship as today’s students are tomorrow’s Tribal wildlife and environmental managers. Wildlife research from the
Tribal colleges has increased substantially
over the past five years and is a key opportunity for connecting students and
faculty to the Chapter. Relationships with
Tribal agency personnel have been established, but more needs to be done to engage tribal agencies in Chapter activities
and we are actively seeking new membership for this committee.
Committee Activities:
1. Attendance at the annual meeting by
enrolled Tribal members has increased
through the combined efforts of several of
the Chapter’s activities, such as the student-professional luncheon, direct mailings, and the scholarship program. This
effort will be continued and will focus on
reservations closest to the annual meeting
location in coming years.
2. We are looking to recruit new committee members to broaden our efforts
across the state. We are particularly interested in volunteers to provide information about the Chapter to local professionals on each reservation. Students are
very welcomed to join this committee.
3. If tribal contacts are needed for the
purpose of consultation, the committee
may be able to assist in making connections with the right person. Please do not
hesitate to ask for assistance from the
tribal wildlife committee.

2015 Annual Meeting of the Central Mountains and Plains Section of
The Wildlife Society
“Grassland Strongholds: Biodiversity and Management”
10-13 August 2015, Manhattan, Kansas
The Kansas Chapter of The Wildlife Society and Kansas State University are
proud to host the 2015 meeting of the Central Mountains and Plains Section
(CMPS) of The Wildlife Society in Manhattan, Kansas, from 10-13 August 2015.
K-State faculty and post-docs will be leading informative workshops on software packages (R, FRAGSTATS) that have become staple research tools in
wildlife biology. The theme for the meeting, “Grassland Strongholds: Biodiversity and Management” pertains, in part, to the ecoregion in which the meeting
will be held: the Flint Hills, the largest remaining expanse of tallgrass prairie in
North America. This unique landscape will feature prominently in the meeting’s plenary sessions, field trips, and social venues. In addition to management
considerations regarding grassland wildlife, issues pertaining to threatened and
endangered species will also be featured in afternoon panel discussions.
Registration information, a call for paper and poster abstracts, and venuespecific details are forthcoming. Abstract submission will be 26 June and early
registration will end 3 July. Check http://wildlife.org/kansas for updates. A
tentative schedule of events is listed below. We hope to see you in Manhattan
in August!
Tentative Schedule
Monday, August 10
0800-1200
FRAGSTATS Workshop
1300-1700
R Workshop
1900-2200
Opening Social
Tuesday, August 11
0600-0800
Konza Prairie Field Trip
0800-0915
Welcome and Plenary I: Ecology of Flint Hills
0930-1150
Paper Sessions
1320-1500
Paper Sessions
1520-1700
Panel Discussions: Threatened and Endangered Species
1800-2200
Supper, Poster Session, Social
Wednesday, August 12
0600-0800
Bolton Wildlife Area Field Trip
0800-0915
Plenary II: Management of Tallgrass Prairie
0930-1150
Paper Sessions
1320-1500
Paper Sessions
1520-1700
Panel: Tools for Conservation of Private Lands
1700-1800
Social and Raffle Bids
1800-2300
Banquet, Plenary III, Raffle
Thursday, August 13
0630-1030
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve Field Trip
1120-1200
Closing and Board/Member Meeting
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NORTH DAKOTA STUDENT FOCUS
This is a rotating section focusing on ND student successes in wildlife conservation efforts and activities

STUDENT ACTIVITIES AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

Conservation students from across the state met at the Chapter’s annual meeting in February. Not only did they
attend, by they participated and assisted in all of the activities. Students from UND manned the registration table
and were joined by students from Valley City State University for displaying items during the live auction. Students
sold raffle tickets and presented high-quality research presentations during paper sessions and the poster session.
Student scholarship awards were presented to recipients at the Annual Awards Banquet.
The student-professional luncheon was a great success again this year and, like the main session of the
conference, was very well attended. Mike McEnroe
provided insights into having a long and successful
career in conservation.
Six groups contributed funds to support student activities this year. MDU Resources Foundation
covered all student costs to attend the Student/Professional Luncheon. The Foundation has provided these opportunities every year since the inception of the luncheon. Kadrmas, Lee, and Jackson, Western Ecosystems Technology, Carlson McCain, Inc.,
Wenck Associates, and The National Wild
Turkey Federation provided funds to support
various student costs including the extended poster session and best presentation awards. The
Chapter waived registration fees for all students. A
sincere thanks for supporting student activities at
the annual meeting and thank you to the students
Photo by: David Walsh
for making it a great meeting!
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Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
Quarterly Report (1st Quarter 2015)
Reporting Date – 1/1/15 - 3/31/15
Total Assets 3/31/15 = $89,589.76
Contributions - $51,144.36
Return - $25,945.40
Board Action - $12,5000*
Total Contributors - 69
Contributions for the reporting period -$ 0
Contributors for the reporting period - 0
Withdrawals total - $0.00

The Dakota Prairie Legacy endowment provides support for
the Chapter to meet the many
urgent challenges confronting
wildlife and their habitats.
The DPL accepts gifts of cash,
property, and deferred (estate)
gifts.

Comments: *The $12,500.00 invested in this account by
Board action in 2013 is included.
Memorials Received: none

As a member of the
NDCTWS, you are also a
member of the Central
Mountains and Plains
Section (CMPS) of The
Wildlife Society.
The Section newsletter is
now available:
http://wildlife.org/cmp
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CHAPTER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

ND Chapter Website
http//ndctws.wordpress.com
More frequent updates and timely communication about events that
impact wildlife in North Dakota.
Contact Jackie at sparrow@restel.net for website issues, suggestions,
or to post a photo.

Interested in providing content for the Chapter’s Facebook page?
Let us know: ndctws@gmail.com
We need your contributions!
If you have announcements or events that
you would like to share, please send them
to jguinn@uttc.edu. Updates from the
field or lab? A photo of wildlife, plants, or
habitats? Planning a workshop or meeting? Send us a quick note and a photo.
Look for Facebook Challenges, an opportunity to show off your wildlife knowledge
and win some great prizes!

Request for North Dakota Photos
The Newsletter needs your quality photos of ND wildlife, fish, plants, environmental issues, and landscapes. Share what’s going on at your field sites,
around town, on the road, or at home.. Students and mentors, send student
in-the-field pictures. Send a jpeg to ndctws@gmail.com.
18

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

http://ndctws.wordpress.com

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Jackie Jacobson, Membership Chairman, of any address
changes. Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This
is greatly appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
PHONE #
EMAIL
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY?

________YES

_______NO

EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____

a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Regular
Available to any person employed, trained, or is a student
in a natural resource field. Entitled to vote in Chapter elections.

$25.00

Regular (Senior)
For members 55 years or older with 5 or more years of
previous Chapter membership.

$15.00

Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor
Available to any person or organization which is interested
in supporting the Chapter as it is operated by membership. Non-voting status.

$25.00

Life Member (Regular)

$300.00

Life Member (Senior)
Available to members 55 years or older with 5 or more years
of previous Chapter membership.

$150.00

Student

$10.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$ ________
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“All that is gold does not glitter,
Not all who wander are lost.”
—J.R.R. Tolkien
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