North Dakota Chapter
The Wildlife Society
The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its
membership to pursue conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.
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A Message From the President
A s we exited winter, we began spring as to what many of us would consider to be "early" with a dryness

portending a "tough start" to the breeding season for wildlife in North Dakota. It gave me an opportunity begin
snow goose conservation order adventures a few weeks earlier than normal. During these times, as I laid
among absurd numbers of decoys watching skeins of waterfowl quickly push north, I gave a little thought to
how things might shape up for wildlife this summer. I came to grips with the notion that we probably wouldn't
produce a lot of ducks this year. Obviously that is something near and dear to me given my professional and
personal interests. However, it also was something I felt that should be expected because that is how it is
supposed to work in the prairies...the ebb and flow of wet and dry cycles. I thought maybe a couple of dry
years would provide much needed nutrient cycling in wetlands, and that some basins, along with their
accompanying areas of drainage, might once again separate.
This separation is quintessential to "normal" cycling of wetlands as it allows the wetlands' typical water budgets
to return, allowing ephemeral wetlands to dry and re-wet, maintaining their productivity. Allowing wetlands to
"ebb and flow", in this case ebb, would maybe also provide a bit of balance for those that share and use the
landscape that we all enjoy and cherish so much. I think a part of me was really just hoping for a bit of drying to
ease tensions after several years of conditions that were "wetter than normal" and maybe even gaining gratitude
by some for the moisture that is held by these basins.
Of course, about the time I was convinced that I was right about a turning point in the wet-dry cycle, many
areas of the state received about 1/3 year's precipitation over a week and a half period. This really shouldn't
have surprised us, because after all, as one well-known shotgun ballistics expert put it, "North Dakota is the
state of adversity". Used in this context, charting an idealized plan of action, only to have it substantially
changed in a brief period of time. While a drying out period would have had some positives associated with it,
a vast majority of folks were appreciative of the moisture that arrived in May. Its timing was quite good for
those producing commodities and probably at very least "ok" birds breeding in the state as well.
Adversity is something that we all face at some point in our lives; what we make of it, and how we let it shape
us will dictate our subsequent actions. The rains in May dampened the effects of declining conditions that our
wildlife resources face. However, we all are continuing to work hard as a management and research
community to ensure the future of the things we love in North Dakota will be bright. While there are
significantly negative impacts that have, and continue to occur, there are also positive developments that also
happen, and maintaining a positive attitude during tough times is important to work through adversity. After all,
as they say, a little dose of adversity stands to make us all better in the end.

Mike Szymanski, President
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
NEXT EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:
Wednesday, Sept. 16
9:30 am
ND Game & Fish Office
Jamestown, ND

Sept. 30-Oct 3: Northern Great Plains History Conference, Bismarck
Sept. 26: Fall In-the-Field Photography Workshop —
Knife River Indian Villages NHS. Bismarck
Oct. 17: Think Green in ‘15: Innovative City and Prairie
Sustainability, Bismarck Heritage Center

THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY NEWS
www.wildlife.org
22nd TWS
Conference
Winnipeg, Manitoba
October 17-21, 2015
http://wildlife.org/2015conference/

 Study Finds Feral Cats are Key to Disease in White-tailed Deer. http://
wildlife.org/feral-cats-likely-driving-disease-among-deer-study-finds/

 Putting Off Mowing the Lawn Improves Bee Habitat. http://wildlife.org/being-alazy-lawnmower-improves-bee-habitat-tws-member/

 Federal Court Overturns Rule Allowing 30-year Take of Bald and Golden Eagles. http://wildlife.org/federal-court-overturns-fwss-30-year-eagle
-take-rule/

 This issue of the Wildlife Professional looks at wildlife
management in Canada, Polar Bears, and Climate
Change. http://wildlife.org/the-wildlife-professional-fall-issue-is-online/
#prettyPhoto
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North Dakota Chapter TWS 2015—Executive Board Members and Committees
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Mike Szymanski

duckszymanski@gmail.com

701-426-8826

Secretary
Treasurer
Natural Resources Trust Advisor
Resolutions and Public Statements
Finance
Media Relations
Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements
Program
Audit
Membership
Nominations
Fundraising

Stephanie Tucker
Adam Ryba
Randy Renner
Mike Szymanski
Mike Goos
Roger Hollevoet
Kory Richardson
Kory Richardson
Kory Richardson
Tom Sklebar
Jackie Jacobson
Kory Richardson
Jeremy Thury & John Mazur

satucker@nd.gov
strixacadicus@gmail.com
rrenner@ducks.org
duckszymanski@gmail.com
goos@beu.midco.net
prarierh@gmail.com

701-220-1871
701-269-7386
701355-3500
701-426-8826
701-315-0529
701-351-0837

fowlwacker@hotmail.com

701-339-1451

fowlwacker@hotmail.com
fowlwacker@hotmail.com
tsklebar@daktel.com
sparrow@restel.net
fowlwacker@hotmail.com
thuryj@hotmail.com

President-Elect Portfolio
Bylaws
Legislative
Awards
Communications
Law Enforcement

Bill Jensen
Paul Myerchin
Eric Lindstrom
Bill Jensen
Carol Aron & Jeremy Guinn
Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen

bjensen@nd.gov
clarklaw@btinet.net
elindstrom@ducks.org
bjensen@nd.gov

Portfolio A
Wetland Resources
Historian
Wildlife Commercialization

Rick Warhurst
Jim Ringelman
Alexis Duxbury
Mike McEnroe

rwarhusrt@ducks.org
jim.ringelman@gmail.com
duxburyalexis@gmail.com
memcenroe@midco.net

701-339-1451
701-339-1451
701-489-3490
701509-1416
701-339-1451
701-320-6398

carol_aron@fws.gov or jguinn@uttc.edu

jalundst@nd.gov

701-220-5031
701-250-8968
701-355-3500
701-220-5031
701-355-8506
701-328-6606
701-355-3527
701-934-4044
701-224-9762
701-224-8335

Energy Committee
(see subcommittees)

Dave Gillund

drgillund@msn.gov

701-539-2333

Futures Conference

Mike Olson

mikeandhope@bektel.com

701-425-7952

Portfolio B
Western Lands

Jack Lalor
Bill Jensen

jandk@rrt.net
bjensen@nd.gov

701-538-4366
701-220-5031

State Wildlife Grants

Bruce Kreft

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

Education & Outreach

Kristine Askerooth

kristine_askerooth@fws.gov

701-724-3598

Prof. Women in Nat. Resources

Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth

prairiewetlands@live.com

701-662-8611

Portfolio C
Missouri River
Devils Lake Basin
Garrison Diversion
Prairie Resources
Red River Watershed
Portfolio D
Northern Great Plains Work Group
Endangered Species
Wildlife Damage Management
Legacy Trust Initiative
Tribal Wildlife
Inactive Committees

Paul Halko
Al Sapa
Mike Graue
Vacant
Krista Reiser
Bruce Kreft
Rachel Bush
Scott McLeod
Patrick Isakson & Eric Rosenquist

Phil Mastrangelo
Bill Bicknell
Jeremy Guinn
Representatives

pfhalko@gmail.com
asap@bis.midco.net
Mike_graue@fws.gov

701-649-0122
701-258-9128
701-662-8611 x334

krista_reiser@fws.gov

701-442-5474 x113

bkreft@nd.gov

701-328-6224

rachel.bush@hotmail.com
hoyt8832@gmail.com
pisakson@nd.gov
p.mastrangelo@aphis.usda.gov
bicknell@bektel.com
jguinn@uttc.edu

701-799-0766
701-527-1671
701-328-6338
701-250-4405
701-222-2411
701-255-3285

Contracts

Energy Subcommittees

Fishery Resources, Mike Olson

USDA Tech Comm., Karen Kreil

Legislative Liaison, Mike McEnroe

Forest Resources, Tom Claeys

Garrison Master Plan, Al Sapa

Wind Energy, Vacant
Bio-fuels, Scott McLeod

Prairie Chicken, Greg Link

NDNRT, Randy Renner

Fossil Fuels, Vacant

ND Action Group, Casey Anderson
Invasive Species, Vacant
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Development, Inc. application for
North Dakota Chapter of the
commercial development near
Wildlife Society
Watford City (March 3, 2015).
EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES
2. Public notice from North Dakota
April 28, 2015
Department of Transportation
ND Game & Fish Office
regarding roadway improvements
Jamestown, ND
to State Highway 23 (March 16,
The Executive Board Meeting of the
3.
North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife
Society was called to order at 9:00 AM
at the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department District Office, Jamestown,
ND.
4.
Board members in attendance were
Mike Szymanski, Bill Jensen,
Stephanie Tucker, Rick Warhurst, Jack
Lalor, Paul Halko, and Rachel Bush.
5.
Also in attendance were Mike
McEnroe, Al Sapa, and Mike Olson.
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and
carried” followed by names of board
members making the motion and
seconding the motion. NTR = “Nothing
6.
to Report” from the committee chair.
I. TREASURER’S REPORT- Adam
Ryba provided an electronic copy of
the Treasurer’s report. The current
account balances are $13,491.39 in
checking, $25,611.06 in life
membership, and $89,589.76 in
Dakota Prairie Legacy (DPL). Mike
Olson provided a budget update for
bringing in Randy Olson for the 2016
annual conference and workshops.
Payment was made to Randy Olson to
reserve him as keynote speaker in
addition to providing three
communications workshops in
association with next year’s annual
conference. A motion to approve
proposed budget for bringing in Randy
Olson for the 2016 annual conference
(MSC – Warhurst, Lalor). A motion to
approve Treasurer’s report (MSC –
Tucker, Szymanski).
II. SECRETARY’S REPORT
A. Minutes from previous meeting.
Stephanie Tucker presented the
minutes from previous meeting. A
motion to approve February 11, 2015
Board minutes (MSC – Halko, Bush).
B. Correspondence –
1. Public notice from US Army Corps
of Engineers regarding RSC

7.

8.

9.

2015).
Public notice from US Army Corps
of Engineers regarding Houston
Engineering and City of Bismarck
application for new roadway
(March 20, 2015).
Public notice from US Army Corps
of Engineers regarding Canadian
Pacific Railway application for new
railroad extension near Emrick,
North Dakota (March 25, 2015).
Request for comment from Dakota
Access, LLC on proposed
construction of a pipeline running
from Stanley, North Dakota to
Patoka, Illinois that would cross
Lake Sakakawea (March 30,
2015).
Public notice from US Department
of Agriculture regarding
reclamation of a road in Billings
County (April 6, 2015).
Public notice from US Army Corps
of Engineers regarding Canadian
Pacific Railway application for new
railroad extension near
Wimbledon, North Dakota (April
10, 2015).
Request for comment from North
Dakota Game and Fish
Department on update to the State
Wildlife Action Plan (April 15,
2015).
Public notice from US Army Corps
of Engineers regarding Canadian
Pacific Railway application for new
railroad extension near Cuba,
North Dakota (April 23, 2015).

C. Correspondence Sent—Board
discussed current procedures for
sending correspondence. In most
cases, the President signs out-going
letters; exceptions are made when the
President approves a committee chair
as signatory.
1. Comments to US Forest Service
regarding their Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement
on oil and gas development in the
Dakota Prairie Grasslands (March

18, 2015).
2. Comments to Congressman Kevin
Cramer regarding opposition to
House of Representatives bill 1370
(Missouri River Operating Plan).
III. COMMITTEE REPORTS
Board discussed updating committee
mission statements, list of current
committee members, reinvigoration of
active committees, and phasing out of
inactive committees. The Chapter’s
strength has always come from the
hard work of its committees and the
Board would like to encourage the
committee to continue in this
endeavor.
President’s Portfolio
Mike Szymanski
1. Secretary/Treasurer – Adam
Ryba and Stephanie Tucker
provided updates as detailed
above.
2. Media Relations – Roger
Hollevoet – NTR; Board discussed
trying to strengthen this committee
to keep reminding both the
legislature and public of our
presence and interest in wildlife
resources.
3. Natural Resources Trust –
Randy Renner – Next Natural
Resources Trust board meeting is
April 29, 2015. Karen Kreil is
retiring and the job announcement
to fill this position is being
advertised on the Chapter’s
webpage.
4. Resolutions and Public
Statements – Mike Szymanski –
NTR.
5. Finance – Mike Goos – Provided a
quarterly report for the DPL
account. There have not been
many donations to the DPL
account recently. Board discussed
possibility that the DPL account
may not accrue enough principle to
generate enough income from
interest to hire an Executive
Director as intended.
Past President’s Portfolio
Kory Richardson
1. Arrangements – Karen Kreil – Mike
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Olson will confirm with Karen to
ensure Baymont Inn is already
reserved for next year’s annual
conference.
2. Program – Kory Richardson –
Futures Conference committee will
work with the Program Committee on
next year’s annual conference
program and workshops.
3. Audit – Vacant – Board discussed
potential replacements for Tom
Sklebar as committee chair.
Committee chair conducts an annual
audit of Chapter’s finances and
assists in arranging an external review
of fiscal procedures each time a new
Treasurer is appointed.
4. Membership – Jackie Jacobson –
Currently, 327 members in good
standing. A motion to approve two
new members (MSC – Tucker,
Jensen). Committee is exploring
options for new software that would
help manage membership information
and allow for online payments.
5. Nominations – Kory Richardson –
NTR
6. Fundraising – John Mazur –
Committee is having a coordination
and planning meeting next month.
President-Elect’s Portfolio
Bill Jensen
1. Bylaws – Paul Myerchin – NTR
2. Legislative – Eric Lindstrom – Mike
McEnroe provided an oral update,
including passed legislation that will
affecting the Outdoor Heritage Fund
(OHF). Committee will likely send
another letter to the Governor
recommending individuals to sit on the
advisory board for the OHF after the
current terms expire. Eric Lindstom
provided the following 2015 NDCTWS
Legislative Recap:
HB 1409: The ND House (81-10)
and Senate (40-7) passed HB
1409 to increase (effectively
doubled) the current Outdoor
Heritage Fund (OHF) funding
formula from 4% to 8% of the first
1% of the oil production tax and
raise the biennium cap to $40
million (previously $30 million or a
33% total cap increase). Updated
6

revenue projections as oil prices
have rebounded following the
March 2015 projections estimate
revenues to be around $29-30
million/biennium with a strong
prospectus to get to $40 million as
oil prices continue to rise. More
explicit legislative intent added
provided to “give higher funding
priority” to large-landscape habitat
and outdoor recreation projects.
Statute changed to not exceed 10
thousand dollars per project and
all playground equipment grants
may not exceed 5 % of the total
grants per year. Ducks Unlimited
and Pheasants Forever’s named
seats were removed from the
board and will become at-large.
Current board representatives for
these two groups will continue to
serve out their terms through
2016 (PF) and 2018 (DU). Allows
board/NDIC discretion to provide
some staff support for direct
project delivery (previously all
staffing prohibited) – up to 10% on
grants less than $250,000, and
5% on grants over $250,000.
Added an emergency clause
(meaning effective once signed by
the Gov.) to place acceptance
offer deadlines on grant awards.

Please remember to thank the
Legislature and Gov’s office for
their leadership and support!

Many in the conservation
community have always
advocated for a diverse and
balanced board comprised of
citizens that support outdoor
conservation and recreation
projects, rather than one that’s
comprised of individually named
special interest groups. We
maintain that position today.
And, we’ll gladly give up a named
seat on the board for the
betterment of our state’s great
outdoor resources in hopes that
the board continues to fund high
quality projects. I’m optimistic
they will. Thanks to many
NDTWS members that made
calls, sent emails, visited the
Capitol, attended Outdoors Day,
visited with legislators, etc. over
the entire session to advocate for
improvements in the OHF. The
OHF has significant potential to
do great things for our state and
leave a legacy for future
generations.

HB 1158: Effective April 1, 2016,
county auditors will no longer be
responsible for allocating and
tracking hunting and fishing
license sales within their
respective counties. That
responsibility will become the
Game and Fish Department’s. A
county auditor upon request may
continue to sell hunting and
fishing licenses.

North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society

The North Dakota Game and Fish
Department tracked 23 outdoorsrelated bills during the 2015
legislative session, 12 of which
were passed by both chambers
and signed into law. The following
bills take effect this year, unless
otherwise noted.
House Bill 1081: Makes available
to the Outdoor Adventure
Foundation up to two spring
turkey, one any-elk, one anymoose, seven deer and two
pronghorn licenses for youth who
have been diagnosed with cancer
or a life-threatening illness. In
addition, provides for a study,
during the 2015-16 interim, of
North Dakota Game and Fish
Department licenses provided to
entities for the purpose of
fundraising.
HB 1156: Beginning in 2016,
allows an unsuccessful applicant
in the deer gun lottery to donate
the refund to the Game and Fish
Department's Private Land Open
to Sportsmen program.

HB 1197: Prohibits a government
agency from providing funds to a
nonprofit organization for the
purpose of holding any interest in
real property or an easement for
wildlife or conservation purposes.
However, does not apply to a
government agency in partnership
with a nonprofit organization if the
agency also benefits.
HB 1241: Makes a short-barreled
rifle legal for hunting.
HB 1356: This bill clarifies
Century Code language pertaining
to wildlife depredation. Allows the

http://ndctws.wordpress.com

(Continued on p 8)

Professional Development
Workshop at Next Year’s Conference

Conservation Storytelling
A Workshop for Natural
Resource Professionals
ND Chapter 2016 Annual Conference
February 9, 2016 - Mandan. North Dakota
Session 1: 9:00-11:30 am
Session 2: 1:00-3:30 pm
Cost: $75/session, limited to 20 people per session

Free STUDENT Seminar: Wednesday, February 10, 9:00-11:30am
These workshops and seminar will provide tips and strategies for the resource professional on how to tell your conservation story more effectively – a must in our competitive society. The student seminar is free and open to all students in
the natural resource field of study.
The workshops and seminar will be led by Dr. Randy Olson, filmmaker, biologist and author (Don’t be such a Scientist,
Connections, Houston we have a story). To reserve a spot, registration information can be found at
(ndctws.wordpress.com) or by contacting Mike Olson (mikeandhope@bektel.com or 701-425-7952).
The workshops and seminar will precede the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society’s 2016 Annual Conference
(February 10-12) with the theme, BEYOND BETTER BIOLOGY, and will focus on improving the effectiveness of conservation communication by examining a variety of non-traditional disciplines.
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Game and Fish Director to
authorize individual landowners to
carry out certain hazing practices
to help alleviate or prevent wildlife
depredation to livestock forage
supplies.
HB 1381: Prohibits a drone from
being used to intentionally harass
hunters and anglers.
HB 1409: Provides direction on
finances provided through the
Outdoor Heritage Fund, with $20
million available in a fiscal year
and $40 million for the biennium.

NTR
5. Law Enforcement – Jackie
Lundstrom and Tim Phalen – NTR;
Tim Phalen thanked the Chapter for
supporting the law enforcement “Case
of the Year.”
6. Communications – Carol Aron and
Jeremy Guinn – Carol Aron has taken
a new job outside of North Dakota and
will be stepping down from the
committee. Board discussed potential
replacements for Carol.

Portfolio A
Rick Warhurst
1. Wetlands Resources – Jim
Ringelman – Rick Warhurst
HB 1456: Encourages Congress
provided an oral update. Jackson
to pass federal legislation to
Township drain was approved in
return uplands of the Oahe
Dickey County. Comment letter to
Reservoir in Emmons and Morton
North Dakota State
counties above 1,620 feet mean
Conservationist (Mary Podoll)
sea level to the state of North
regarding proposed updates to
Dakota.
technical guidelines for wetland
determinations did not get sent
SB 2017: Appropriates
out as planned. Rick will modify
$77,231,739 to the Game and
the letter and hand deliver. The
Fish Department for the 2015-17
EPA/USACOE proposed “Waters
biennium. In addition, provides for
of the United States” rules are still
one elk license available for raffle
being discussed in Washington,
to Annie’s House at Bottineau
DC. The EPA has proposed
Winter Park.
some changes to the rules in an
attempt to make the rules more
SB 2077: Regulates criminal
acceptable. There is a large
history record checks for Game
amount of opposition to the
and Fish volunteers and final
proposed EPA rules. The
applicants for employment.
proposed rules would essentially
reinstate the 1972 Clean Water
SB 2093: Guide and outfitter
Act regulations, but opposition
licenses expire March 31 if issued
feels that EPA and the
after March 31 of the previous
Administration have overstepped
year.
their authority.

facilitate future Chapter activities.
5. Futures Conference – Mike
Olson – As previously described,
instead of having a separate
Futures Conference in summer of
2015, we will be having a special
annual conference titled Beyond
Better Biology in February 2016.
The committee is finalizing a
contract with Randy Olson, who
will be the keynote speaker.
Randy Olson will also host three
workshops focused on
communication of science prior to
the start of the annual conference.
Two workshops will be designated
for professionals, while the third
one will be reserved for students.
In addition, the committee has
already begun inviting
approximately eight other guest
speakers.
Portfolio B
Jack Lalor
1. Western Lands – Bill Jensen –
NTR
2. State Wildlife Grants – Bruce
Kreft – NTR
3. Education and Outreach –
Kristine Askerooth – Committee
continues to help with the North
Dakota Jr. Duck Stamp
Competition, Keep North Dakota
Clean Poster Competition.
4. Professional Women in Natural
Resources – Cami Dixon and
Kristine Askerooth – NTR

2. Historian – Alexis Duxbury – NTR

Portfolio C
Paul Halko

ND Parks and Recreation Budget
http://www.legis.nd.gov/
3. Wildlife Commercialization –
1. Missouri River – Al Sapa – On
assembly/64-2015/documents/15Mike McEnroe – NTR
March 26, the Chapter wrote
8152-05000.pdf?
Congressman Cramer and asked
4.
Energy
–
Dave
Gillund
–
Rick
20150508170732
that he vigorously oppose HBWarhurst and Bill Jensen will be
Source: http://
1370, a bill to delete Fish and
getting members of the Energy
bismarcktribune.com/news/stateWildlife as one of eight purposes
subcommittees, Western Lands,
and-regional/recreation-budget-tofor Missouri River management.
and Prairie Resources committees
absorb-interpretive-center/
The bill, offered by Congressman
together to discuss committee
article_fea61ee6-f4db-508c-bf3dSam Graves(R-Mo) is a
strategy and focus. Much of the
ed86bc2a8407.html
continuing attempt by lower basin
energy development (oil, gas, and
barge and agricultural advocates
wind) taking place across the
3. Awards – Bill Jensen – NTR
to gain control of Missouri River
state impacts these committees’
Flows. Two lawsuits are
areas of expertise; therefore, a
4. Small Grants – Scott McLeod –
proceeding in the Basin, one by a
coordination meeting may help
8
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consortium of agricultural groups
in the lower basin that alleges that
the 2011 flood was caused in part
by the Corps of Engineers actions
to management fish and wildlife
resources. A second suit has been
filed in Montana and concerns the
inability of federal agencies to
provide fish passage on barrier
dams on the Yellowstone River,
allowing the endangered pallid
sturgeon to migrate upstream to
spawn. Citizen activity is also
increasing. An activist group has
formed in the lower basin to
promote their interests, and the
state legislature is considering a
bill to form a Missouri River
Empower group to do much the
same for the upper basin. The
neither group includes
environmental representation. Oil
and gas activity in the western part
of the State is gaining in
significance with a number of spills
in the river including a large spill in
the Yellowstone, and the safety of
numerous older pipeline
infrastructure that cross the
Missouri and Yellowstone rivers
and their tributaries. Most of the
debate centers around how deeply
the pipelines are buried in the
under crossings and monitoring.
Part of the problem is the use of
old infrastructure built 25-40 years
ago. Water withdrawal continues
to be a contentious issue. The
State Water Commission
concludes that use of the Rivers
water is underutilized. Several
large projects are under
consideration. One is a large
fertilizer plant near Jamestown.
The plants process will use up to 4
-5000 gallons of water per minute.
A second plant is in the planning
stage at the Great Plains Synfuels
plant near Beulah. The Red River
project which will pipe treated
Missouri River water to Fargo has
stalled in the North Dakota
legislature due to lowered revenue
expected from oil and gas
extraction.
2. Devils Lake Basin – Mike Graue
– Devils Lake has dropped three
feet.

– NTR
5. Red River Watershed – Bruce
Kreft – NTR
Portfolio D
Rachel Bush
1. Northern Great Plains Working
Group – Scott McLeod – NTR
2. Endangered Species – Patrick
Isakson – NTR
3. Wildlife Damage Management –
Phil Mastrangelo – NTR
4. Legacy Trust Initiative – Bill
Bicknell – NTR
5. Tribal Wildlife – Jeremy Guinn –
NTR

was made to provide them with
$500 to assist with Teddy
Roosevelt Family Day (MSC –
Halko, Tucker).
B. Webpage Information—
Jackie Jacobson has graciously
agreed to be our Webmaster and help
update the Chapter’s webpage (https://
ndctws.wordpress.com/). Important
information updates are now
periodically added to the webpage. To
receive email alerts when information
is added, scroll to the bottom of the
homepage, enter your email address,
and click Follow.
D. Adjournment— A motion to adjoin
the meeting at 3:00 PM MSC
Szymanski, Halko).

Next Meeting: September 16, 2015 at
IV. OLD BUSINESS
9:30 am at Jamestown ND Game &
A. Teddy Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership (TRCP) – Our request to Fish Department Office.
become an affiliated partner with
TRCP was officially accepted. TRCP
requested a gift of financial support. A
motion was made to provide TRCP
with $500 in support (MSC – Lalor,
Halko).
V. NEW BUSINESS
A. Funding Requests
1. – Friends of Central Mountains
and Plains Section (CMPS) of
TWS requested financial support
for the national conference being
held in Winnipeg, Manitoba this
year. A motion was made to
provide CMPS $200 to assist with
the national conference (MSC –
Warhurst, Szymanski).
2. World Wildlife Fund requested
financial support for research
project involving oil development in
western North Dakota and public
sentiment. A motion was made to
table this request (MSC – Jensen,
Tucker).
3. North Dakota Department of
Health requested financial support
for the Earth Day Festival in
Bismarck. The Board took no
action on this request.

4. The Boy Scouts, in coordination
with Girl Scouts and 4-H
3. Garrison Diversion – Blake
organizations, requested a $500
Schaan – NTR
contribution to help sponsor Teddy
Roosevelt Family Day. A motion
4. Prairie Resources – Krista Reiser
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
REMEMBERING CARROLL GRONDAHL, FIRST PRESIDENT
Carroll R. “C.R.” Grondahl, 91, Bismarck died April 22, 2015 at a Bismarck hospital. He was born in Clear Lake, SD
in 1923 and was a World War II veteran, joining the U.S. Army in 1943. He served in combat with the 114th Infantry
Regiment and received four bronze stars during his the Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, and Central
Europe Campaigns. He attended the University of Iowa in Ames, receiving a Master’s Degree
in Wildlife Biology. He started his career with the ND Game & Fish Department in Oakes, ND
in 1954 and then transferred to Hettinger in 1958. He served the ND Game & Fish Department for 35 years. He truly understood what was important in life and had a laid back and humorous way of making everything fun and the people around him comfortable. He was among
the founders of the ND Chapter of The Wildlife Society and was the first President in 1963.
C.R. is survived by his wife, Shirley, Bismarck, and his sons Christopher Grondahl, Bismarck,
David Grondahl, Boise, Idaho, his grandchildren, Garrette and Breanne, and many nieces and
nephews.

NOMINATIONS FOR CHAPTER AWARDS
Nominations are now being accepted for the Chapter’s annual awards. Nominations for the following awards must be
received by December 1, 2015.

The North Dakota Award is presented to an individual who has made an outstanding contribution towards furthering the aims of professional wildlife endeavors in North Dakota.

The North Dakota Habitat Award is presented to an individual or group that has made a substantial contribution
toward preserving and/or establishing high quality wildlife habitat in North Dakota.

Special Recognition Awards are given to individuals or group s for their commitment to special projects, issues, or
ongoing programs concerning North Dakota’s natural resources.
Awards Nomination Format:
List Award, Nominee Name, Address, Phone Number, Current Position, Education, Professional Career, and Written
Nomination Statement fully explaining the accomplishments that are noteworthy.
Nominator’s name and contact information.

As a member of the
NDCTWS, you are also a
member of the Central
Mountains and Plains
Section (CMPS) of The
Wildlife Society.
The Section newsletter
is now available:
http://wildlife.org/cmp
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KNDC is the largest and longest running poster contest in the state. More than 11,000
students learned about protecting the environment by keeping North Dakota clean for the people who live and
visit here. Grades 1-8 and special needs created posters reflecting the need to keep water clean, reduce waste, prevent
wildfires, recycle, plant trees, create wildlife habitat, and explore our beautiful state.

Kamri Hopfauf
Centennial Elem., Bismarck
All first place state winners received a gold medallion, certificate, and $100 cash award. First place winners had their poster turned into a billboard and
placed along a major transportation route near their hometown by Newman Outdoor Advertising. Second and third place winners received a silver or
bronze medallion, certificate, and $75 or $50 cash award.

The ND Chapter of the Wildlife Society and the ND Game & Fish Department sponsor the 4th grade,
with a theme of Habitat: Homes for Wildlife.

Gavin Boersma
Jefferson Elem., Bismarck

Autumn Haaland
Berthold Public School
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TWS Council Report
Bob Lanka, Central Mountains and Plains Section Representative
TWS Council met March 8-9 in Omaha, Nebraska in conjunction with the 100th Assembly of the North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. While I attended a brief orientation Council meeting at the end of the Pittsburgh Conference last October this was my
first real council meeting.
TWS Budget
Past section representative Gary White spent considerable time in his columns discussing the TWS budget. While our professional Society
has turned the corner, going from being in the red to the black, it is important we all keep our eye on the ball as the budget is funded in large
part by the dues we as members pay. Based on projected revenues of $2.7 million and projected expenses of $2.5 million Council passed a
budget that, if projections hold, will result in a budget surplus for the third year in a row.
Likely the highest budget priority for the upcoming year focuses on enhanced engagement of TWS and TWS staff with membership. There
are dollars in the budget to allow TWS staff to travel to chapter and section meetings more frequently to meet members and listen to your
concerns and ideas. Chief Operating Officer Ed Thompson and his staff are working hard to connect with TWS members more frequently.
Hopefully you have visited our revised website. It is still a work in progress so be patient a little longer as more content is migrated over.
You should have also noticed the now weekly e-Wildlifer and the Wildlife Talks traffic in your e-mail. At each of the past few TWS annual
conferences all talks were recorded. Wildlife Talks is a member benefit that allows those that could not make the conference to watch a
couple talks each week from the comfort of your home or office. Publications and Communications Director Nancy Sasavage is finalizing
plans that will bring each of us The Wildlife Professional six times per year rather than the current four. Government Affairs and Partnerships
Director Laura Beis and Assistant Director Keith Norris are working with all eight sections and many of the state/provincial chapters on the
Conservation Affairs Network. Besides providing a mechanism for TWS Organizational Units (TWS, Sections, Chapters and Student Chapters) to network on policy activities, Laura and her staff are working to develop a searchable online database of TWS policy documents, letters and testimony. Easy access to these documents will provide an invaluable resource for section and chapter led conservation policy activities. See our website at http://wildlife.org/policy-2/conservation-affairs-network/ for more details. These and other initiatives are designed to
provide more value for your TWS membership dollar.
Membership
Membership will be around 8,900 at the end of the current fiscal year (June 30, 2015). The goal for next fiscal year is to increase membership
by three percent. Check out our website at http://wildlife.org/join/ to see a list of member benefits and to join if you haven’t already. But, if
the regular and enhanced member benefits mentioned above are not enough to convince you to join TWS right away, I understand. Many of
the benefits of TWS membership may not make sense to someone who has not experienced them or only experienced part of them in a very
different form in the past. For you, TWS is launching a new initiative to engage prospective members through a program called Wildlife
Partners. The intent of this new outreach effort is to establish a relationship with wildlife professionals and students as well as other supporters and allow them to explore TWS before, hopefully, becoming members. Think of it as try before you buy. Becoming a Wildlife Partner is free and provides the prospective member with a subset of member benefits. See our website at: http://wildlife.org/professionalsstudents-and-supporters-become-a-wildlife-partner-today/ for more details.
Travels
As council representative from our Section it is important that I also connect with section and chapter members and hear what you have to
say. I have had the good fortune, along with good roads, to attend 2015 state chapter meetings in Colorado, South Dakota and Nebraska so
far this year. I want to express my gratitude for the hospitality shown me at each of these great events and for the willingness to share ideas.
It was good to catch up with old friends and meet many new ones. By the time this newsletter comes out I will also have been to the Utah
Chapter meeting. If I didn’t get the chance to see you at one of these meetings hopefully we will run into each other at the 2015 CMPS meeting, tentatively scheduled for August 11-13 in Manhattan, Kansas.
The 2015 TWS Annual Conference will be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada October 18-22. I know it may be more difficult to get permission for international travel from employers. However, after talking to Art Rodgers, Canadian Section Council Rep and TWS President Rick
Baydack, I am confident the conference planning committee is putting together an outstanding conference you won’t want to miss. Check out
our website for more details http://wildlife.org/2015conference/.
Photo by: David Walsh
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Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
Quarterly Report (2nd Quarter 2015)
Reporting Date – 3/31/15 - 6/30/15
Total Assets 6/30/15 = $89,292.80
Contributions - $51,184.36
Return - $25,608.42
Board Action - $12,5000*
Total Contributors - 69
Contributions for the reporting period -$ 40.00
Contributors for the reporting period - 1

The Dakota Prairie Legacy endowment
provides support for the Chapter to
meet the many urgent challenges confronting wildlife and their habitats.
The DPL accepts gifts of cash, property,
and deferred (estate) gifts.

Withdrawals total - $0.00
Comments: *The $12,500.00 invested in this account by
Board action in 2013 is included.
Memorials Received: none

NORTH DAKOTA JR. DUCK STAMP PROGRAM
The North Dakota Junior Duck Stamp Program in its
22nd year, has set a record for student participation.
There were 1,394 students in grades K-12 who participated in the wetland and waterfowl conservation program. Judges Randy Kriel (Bismarck), Jill Gackle
(Garrison), Keith Frankki (Lidgerwood), Nevada Miller
(Bismarck), and Colette Guariglia (Bottineau) made the
tough decisions.

Emery Dobitz’s ring-necked duck was selected the
2015 “Best of Show”. Emery, a 17-year old from Killdeer Public School used acrylic paints for her presentation of the ring-necked duck in a wetland habitat. Her
wetland message is:

“Conserving wildlife habitat is important to me because I feel that we as people need to take care of the
beautiful world that we live in.”
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CHAPTER ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

ND Chapter Website
http//ndctws.wordpress.com
More frequent updates and timely communication about events that
impact wildlife in North Dakota.
Contact Jackie at sparrow@restel.net for website issues, suggestions,
or to post a photo.

Interested in providing content for the Chapter’s Facebook page?
Let us know: ndctws@gmail.com
We need your contributions!
If you have announcements or events that
you would like to share, please send them
to jguinn@uttc.edu. Updates from the
field or lab? A photo of wildlife, plants, or
habitats? Planning a workshop or meeting? Send us a quick note and a photo.
Look for Facebook Challenges, an opportunity to show off your wildlife knowledge
and win some great prizes!

Request for North Dakota Photos
The Newsletter needs your quality photos of ND wildlife, fish, plants, environmental issues, and landscapes. Share what’s going on at your field sites,
around town, on the road, or at home.. Students and mentors, send student
in-the-field pictures. Send a jpeg to ndctws@gmail.com.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Students or other Chapter members are asked to notify Jackie Jacobson, Membership Chairman, of any address
changes. Please mail the change to ND Chapter Wildlife Society, PO Box 1442, Bismarck, ND 58502-1442. This
is greatly appreciated and helps to keep our expenses down.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
OCCUPATION/TITLE
ADDRESS
PHONE #
EMAIL
WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER ELECTRONICALLY?

________YES

_______NO

EMPLOYER
I am _____

am not _____

a current member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Regular
Available to any person employed, trained, or is a student
in a natural resource field. Entitled to vote in Chapter elections.

$25.00

Regular (Senior)
For members 55 years or older with 5 or more years of
previous Chapter membership.

$15.00

Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor
Available to any person or organization which is interested
in supporting the Chapter as it is operated by membership. Non-voting status.

$25.00

Life Member (Regular)

$300.00

Life Member (Senior)
Available to members 55 years or older with 5 or more years
of previous Chapter membership.

$150.00

Student

$10.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED

$ ________
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“Above all, watch with glittering eyes the whole world
around you because the greatest secrets are always hidden in
the most unlikely places.”
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—Roald Dahl
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