NORTH DAKOTA
CHAPTER OF THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
Spring 2018

The mission of the North Dakota Chapter of the Wildlife Society is to provide a forum for discussion of ecological issues among natural resource professionals; to enable its
membership to pursue conservation of natural resources; and to inform the public on ecologically wise uses of natural resources in support of a conservation ethic.

No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn.
–Hal Borland
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A Message from the President
Last month the Chapter conducted its 55th Annual Meeting. I hope that you were a part of the 221 registered attendees. We thank those who previously organized and delivered the Chapter’s Annual Meetings.
We have a rich, and at times, storied tradition and history. We also have a responsibility to those who
have gone before us, and most importantly, to our state’s natural resources to remain active and diligent
in the causes for adequate conservation and proper management of these abundant resources. This
year’s Annual Meeting began with a popular (112 people attended) and highly informative Pollinator
Workshop. Thanks to Dave Dewald, Elisha Mueller, Sandy Johnson, Mia Parks and Curt Bradbury and
others for organizing and conducting this successful event that kick-started our conference in such an excellent manner. The Annual Meeting provides opportunity for all of us to grow professionally since numerous scientific oral and poster presentations are a featured part of each conference. The Annual Meeting is a time and place to renew friendships with many fellow conservation workers in the state and to
meet new people who are also interested and dedicated to the conservation of North Dakota’s natural resources.
The opportunity also exists during the Annual Meeting to perhaps purchase a beautiful wildlife print, an
old duck decoy, a new fishing rod or a classic wildlife book during the Chapter’s fund-raising dinner
event. I want to commend Alegra Powers, Andy Dinges and others on the Fund-Raising Committee who
put together a great evening of fun and profitable fund-raising this year. This essential activity supplies
an opportunity for each member to contribute financially to the Chapter’s success and ensures that the
Chapter remains financially sound for another year. A majority of the Chapter’s income is secured during
the Annual Meeting, including the fund-raising dinner. Funds raised during this event allow the Chapter
to do the many actions and participate in the wide array of activities in which the Chapter is involved in
order to fulfill its mission.
During the Chapter’s Awards Banquet we honor and celebrate with those individuals receiving awards for
their outstanding achievements in natural resources conservation. Awards and Scholarships were presented this year to 10 Undergraduate and Graduate students in natural resources conservation from 8
North Dakota universities and colleges. Also, this year it was my distinct pleasure to present the initial
Bill Bicknell Legacy Scholarship given as a memorial to Bill. Bill was an active member of the Chapter for
over 35 years and was a leader in fostering and growing opportunities for student involvement in Chapter
activities. Bill was a co-worker and/or good friend to many of us and we miss him. This scholarship pays
tribute to one of those people who helped shape the Chapter. This year’s recipient of the first Bill Bicknell Legacy Scholarship was Kade Thompson of the University of Jamestown. The Chapter presented the
2018 Habitat Award to Marshall Johnson of Audubon Dakota for the many habitat conservation programs that he is helping implement across the Dakotas to positively impact our landscape for wildlife
populations. The 2018 North Dakota Award was presented to Kristine Askerooth, Wildlife Biologist at
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge for over 25 years. Kristine has been an outstanding leader in the
Chapter’s Education and Outreach activities for over 15 years. She has led the effort to bring the National
Junior Duck Stamp Contest to North Dakota and Bismarck on April 20 this year and has been a significant part of the North Dakota Junior Duck Stamp Contest for many years. Kristine has a keen appreciation of prairie and supports efforts to maintain and restore this valuable but declining resource. It was
wonderful to honor Kristine and celebrate with her.
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com
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A Message from the President
If you are a student, the Chapter’s Annual Meeting should be a special experience for you. Thanks to the
generous and long-term support by Montana-Dakota Utilities Resources a Student-Professional Luncheon is conducted each year during our conference. During the luncheon students have personal interaction with Chapter members who are employed in the professional field of natural resources conservation
and management. Also, during the luncheon the Student Liaison, who represents North Dakota natural
resources students at Executive Board meetings and at The Wildlife Society National Conference, is selected.
If you missed this year’s Annual Meeting, plan to attend next year and if you did attend, please make
plans to return for next year’s meeting. The 2019 Annual Meeting will be February 12 (Workshop)
through February 15, again at the Baymont Inn & Suites in Mandan.
During the Chapter’s annual business meeting the process of changing from a Committee-led structure to
a Working Group format that uses Work Plans for conducting the Chapter’s business and activities was
presented. During 2017 the Executive Board conducted a strategic planning process and determined that
this change in procedure was necessary to increase activity and engagement by our membership. In his
President’s Message in the Fall 2017 Chapter Newsletter Rick Nelson introduced the membership to this
coming change and provided reasons for the change. Recently, each Chapter member received a survey
from the Executive Board. This on-line survey gives you an opportunity to provide input concerning your
expectations of and vision for the Chapter, encourages you to select one of four Working Groups in which
to participate, and importantly, the survey provides valuable information to the Executive Board about
the Chapter’s members. Please, consider the survey and respond to it as soon as possible, if you have not
already done so. Each Chapter member should feel strong enough about at least one of the Working
Groups to want to be a part of it. The Chapter should provide enough value and benefits to you to cause
you to want to be a member.
In 2018 the Chapter’s Annual Meeting began one day early with a Pollinator Workshop. In 2017 a Trapping Workshop initiated the Annual Meeting. In 2016 a Workshop conducted by Randy Olson that focused on improving our communication skills as we supply information to the general public or policy
makers concerning natural resources conservation opened the Annual Meeting.. A topic suggested for a
Special Workshop to initiate the 2019 Annual Meeting is the Recruitment, Retention and Reactivation
(R3 Movement as it is being called) of hunters in particular, but including the public, on the need for improved natural resources conservation, increased funding for conservation and strengthened, acceptable
public policy of natural resources for the future. The Executive Board has not made a decision yet on a
topic for the next Workshop, so if you have a suggestion or an idea for a Workshop topic, please share
your thoughts with us.
Each member of the North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society also automatically becomes a member
of the Central Mountains and Plains Section of The Wildlife Society (CMPS). Our Chapter contributes
the one dollar CMPS membership fee for each Chapter member. Currently, there are no Officers or Executive Board members of CMPS from North Dakota. CMPS elections are conducted in August, so if you
are interested in being an Officer or a part of the CMPS Executive Board, please let me know and we will
nominate you for the position. For many years Glen Sargeant represented the Chapter at CMPS funcThe North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com
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A Message from the President
tions, however, in recent years the ND Chapter involvement with CMPS has declined significantly. We
need to be more involved with CMPS activities. Andrea Orabona, President of CMPS, attended our Annual Meeting last month and strongly encouraged more participation by the ND Chapter in the CMPS.
Andrea reminded us while she was here that North Dakota is scheduled to be the host state for the 2019
CMPS Annual Meeting. Normally, this meeting is conducted during the summer, and often during August. If anyone is interested in representing the North Dakota Chapter on the CMPS and also helping
make plans for the CMPS Annual Meeting in North Dakota in 2019, please contact me.
Mike Hayden former Governor and also former Secretary of Fish Wildlife and Parks Department in Kansas once commented that all decisions are political. He was probably correct, for decisions are made by
people, for people and for the perceived benefit or gain for people. In 2018 the nation’s political spotlight
will be on the Senatorial campaign and race in North Dakota. Both political parties seek to gain the majority vote in the U.S. Senate by virtue of the North Dakota Senate race winner. As natural resources conservationists, we should be active in this election and help determine who is elected to represent North
Dakota in the Senate. Neither candidate shines brightly for conservation but one certainly has shown
that he is not a friend of the conservation of natural resources in North Dakota. We can ill afford to have
him represent us in the U.S. Senate.
The North Dakota State Legislature will meet beginning in January, 2019. For several sessions the Chapter has not been represented by a Lobbyist as various bills that have impact to the natural resources of
the state are debated and approved or disapproved by vote. Mike McEnroe has worn two hats and voluntarily represented the Chapter and the North Dakota Wildlife Federation in the previous two Legislative
Sessions. We owe Mike a great amount of gratitude for his willingness to do this. The Chapter now needs
to begin planning for what action we would like to see occur when the Legislature convenes in January.
The Executive Board will be considering this in the next few months but we would like to hear from you.
What role should the Chapter have in the ND State legislative process and how can we accomplish this?
As I am scribing this epistle in early March it doesn’t look or feel like spring outdoors, but it is March and
spring will soon be here. Late in the evening of March 5 as it was snowing in Bismarck, the ceiling low
with heavy overcast clouds and the temperature stood at 20 degrees, I heard a flock of snow geese overhead. They were doing a lot of screaming and I figured some in the flock must be saying, “What are we
doing here”? I wondered where they were the next morning?

Enjoy all the wonders and spectacles that spring has to offer us in North Dakota!

Rick Warhurst, President
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com
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2018 NDCTWS Executive Board, Committees and Working Groups
Portfolio

Name

Email

Phone

President Portfolio

Rick Warhurst

rick@naturalresourcestrust.com

701-471-9760

Secretary

Alegra Powers

apowers@nd.gov

701-471-3855

Treasurer

Chad Parent

cparent@nd.gov

701-328-6303

Natural Resources Trust Advisor

Randy Renner

rrenner@ducks.org

701-355-3526

Resolutions and Public Statements*

Bill Jensen

bjensen@nd.gov

701-220-5031

Finance

Mike Goos

goos@beu.midco.net

701-315-0529

Student Liaison

Kade Thompson

1999kade@gmail.com

701-269-6753

Education & Outreach*

Kristine Askerooth

dougkris@drtel.net

701-680-0776

Northern Great Plains Work Group
Legislative*
Past-President Portfolio
Arrangements

Rick Nelson

bluebill@bis.midco.net

701-425-3308

Todd Frerichs

Todd_Frerichs@fws.gov

701-442-5474 X.112

Audit*

Terry Allbee

terry@naturalresourcestrust.com

701-223-8501

Membership*

Amanda Goldstein

AmandaCGoldstein@gmail.com

701-333-0266

Alegra Powers & Andy Dinges

apowers@nd.gov

701-527-3075

Program*

Nominations & Elections*
Fundraising
President-Elect Portfolio

Patsy Crooke

ndcrookes@bis.midco.net

701-391-0606

Bylaws

Paul Myerchin

pmyerchin@bmellp.com

701-250-8968

Awards

Rick Nelson

bluebill@bis.midco.net

701-425-3308

Communications

Jackie Jacobson & Rachel Bush

sparrow@restel.net or
rbush@pheasantsforever.org

701-509-1416, 701-403-4853

Law Enforcement

Jackie Lundstrom & Tim Phalen

jalundst@nd.gov

701-328-6606

ND Action Group

Rick Warhurst

rick@naturalresourcestrust.com

701-471-9760

prairiewetlands@live.com

701-662-8611

Prof. Women in Natural Resources

Cami Dixon & Kristine Askerooth

Portfolio A

Kyle McLean

Kyle.ian.mclean@gmail.com

701-253-5539

Work Group - Aquatic Habitats
This Work Group will focus on the study and information communication relative to the promotion and enhancement of responsible conservation and management of aquatic habitats including wetlands, rivers, streams, and lakes used by wildlife in North Dakota.
Portfolio B

Kristine Askerooth

dougkris@drtel.net

701-680-0776

Work Group - Terrestrial Habitats
This Work Group will focus on the study and information communication relative to the promotion and enhancement of responsible conservation and management of terrestrial habitats including prairie, rangeland, grassland and forests used by wildlife in North Dakota. Energy issues would also be addressed by this
Work Group.

Portfolio C

RJ Gross

ragross@nd.gov

701-391-2543

Work Group—Wildlife Ecology & Management
This Work Group will focus on the study and information communication relative to animal specific aspects of population management and research. This
could include diseases, behavior, trapping, methodologies and biodiversity. Threatened and endangered species and invasive species would be included in
this Work Group.
Portfolio D

Matt Olson

mjs83olson@gmail.com

701-202-8120

Work Group—Wildlife and People
This Work Group will focus on the study and information communication relative to the human dimensions aspects of wildlife management in North Dakota
and can include Wildlife Damage, Wildlife Commercialization and Tribal Wildlife Activities. The Student Development Initiative is also included in this Work
Group.
* indicates a standing committee.
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Vision - The Wildlife Society is a strong and effective voice in representing wildlife conservation

and management, and ensuring sustainable wildlife populations in healthy ecosystems.
Mission - To inspire, empower, and enable wildlife professionals to sustain wildlife populations and
habitats through science-based management and conservation.
Make TWS Journals Your Publishing Choice in 2018 - By
Nancy Sasavage
TWS Director of Publications and Communications and Editor-in-Chief of The Wildlife Professional.
A lot of factors go into choosing where to publish your wildlife
research findings. TWS wants to make our journals your first
choice in 2018. Here’s what we are doing to encourage
members to publish in one of the Society’s three scholarly
journals: The Journal of Wildlife Management, Wildlife Society Bulletin and Wildlife Monographs.

$50 per published page for the first 10 pages
$80 for every page thereafter
If none of the authors is a member of The Wildlife Society:

$80 per page for the first 10 pages

$130 for every page thereafter



Authors may choose to publish the manuscript under TWS’
and Wiley’s open-access option; the fee for publication is
$3,000 in lieu of page charges.

Wildlife Monographs
Beginning Jan. 1, The Wildlife Society reduced the publicaReduced page charges for members
tion fees for Wildlife Monographs from $10,000 to $7,500
As a TWS member, you are eligible for 40% off the standard and eliminated color page charges to encourage authors
page charges. In 2018, we have also eliminated all color
to publish their work in this highly regarded journal. The jourpage charges.
nal’s 2016 Impact Factor was 5.75 and it ranked number one
of 162 publications in the zoology category and 12 of 153 in
The following page charges and publication fees apply to all ecology.
manuscripts, except Letters to the Editor, Invited Papers, and
Book Reviews, that go into production after Jan. 1, 2018.
And for the first time, we have created an open-access option for Wildlife Monographs, which allows anyone to read
Journal of Wildlife Management
the published paper in the Wiley Online Library. The publicaIf any author is a member of The Wildlife Society:
tion fee for this option is $10,000.

$90 per published page for the first 8 pages
Streamlined guidelines for authors

$150 for every page thereafter
If none of the authors are a member of The Wildlife Society: We know author guidelines are no fun to read, so that’s why
the journal editors and editorial staff have revised the guide
$150 per page
lines and put all information you need for quick-reference at
the very beginning of the guidelines.
Authors also may choose to publish the manuscript under
TWS’ and Wiley’s open-access option; the fee for publication
High visibility
will is $3,000 in lieu of page charges.
Your published work can be seen by 10,000 of your peers
because all TWS members have online access to TWS jourWildlife Society Bulletin
nals. Plus Wiley offers tips for how to get more publicity for
If any author is a member of The Wildlife Society:
your published work. Check out this free promotional toolkit.
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com
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TWS also works with Wiley to promote newly published papers to world-wide media outlets.

There’s one more important reason to publish in TWS journals that members may not think of often. One of TWS’ strategic themes is being a recognized and trusted organization
for expertise on science-based wildlife management and
And did you know that over 4,200 institutions subscribe to
the Journal of Wildlife Management/Wildlife Monographs and conservation. When you publish with your Society, you are
more than 1,500 to the Wildlife Society Bulletin? This means lending your support to our strategic plan.
that virtually the entire wildlife community can access your
With your help, we can grow the impact of TWS journals on
published work.
achieving a positive impact on the sustainability of wildlife
populations for future generations.
Supporting TWS’ Strategic Plan

The Wildlife Society – Western Section is excited to announce that The Wildlife Confessional anthology, a collection of short stories by
dyed-in-the-wool wildlife biologists that endeavors to show the humor and poignancy in our day-to-day adventures that sometimes define
and enlighten the profession or that, sometimes, we’d rather forget, is now live.
https://www.inkshares.com/books/the-wildlife-confessional-an-anthology-of-stories
The anthology is a collection of fifteen stories by thirteen biologists, including Western Section members Brian Cypher, Ivan Parr, Matthew Bettelheim, and the late Thomas A. Roberts. It also includes contributions by published
authors Marcy Cottrell Houle (Wings for my Flight, One City’s Wilderness, The Prairie Keepers) and J. Drew Lanham (The Home Place: Memoirs of a Colored Man’s Love Affair with Nature), and a memoir of the late Dr. Charles
Jonkel, co-founder of the Great Bear Foundation.
The authors whose stories have been collected here represent men and women from all walks of wildlife biology – State and Federal biologists, consultants, students, professors, interns – and take place across North
and Central America, from the Gulf of Alaska to San Ignacio, Belize, from the tropics of the Hawaiian Islands
to the deserts of Arizona, and in the desert springs, coastal bluffs, national parks, stock ponds, pick -up trucks,
traplines, doctor’s offices, roof tops, outhouses, and bombing ranges scattered everywhere in between.
At a cover price of $20 paperback / $10 ebook, our intermediate goal is to sell 250 copies by February 28 th, so we are counting on members to help spread the word.
This anthology is a labor of love. One of the primary reasons the authors and editors behind The Wildlife Confessional have undertaken
this project is to educate and attract students to enter the field of wildlife biology and to apply money raised through book sales to support
student involvement in The Wildlife Society by funding scholarships, grants, and training opportunities. Your support will help us realize
those goals.
You can also follow the project on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.com/The-Wildlife-Confessional-1070767069681846/
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com
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North Dakota Chapter of The
Wildlife Society
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
MINUTES
February 7, 2018
The Executive Board (Board) Meeting of the
North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society
(Chapter) was called to order at 8:00 AM at
the Baymont Inn Mandan, ND.
Board members in attendance were Rick
Nelson, Bill Jensen, Rick Warhurst, Phil
Mastrangelo, Alegra Powers, Chad Parent,
Matt Olson, and Kyle McLean. Also in
attendance were Patsy Crooke, 2018
NDCTWS Presidential Candidate, Mike
McEnroe and Al Sapa. Sandy Johnson,
Elisha Mueller and Dave Dewald joined us
later in the meeting to discuss the previous
days Pollinator Workshop.
Notes: MSC = “Moved, seconded, and
carried” followed by names of board members
making the motion and seconding the motion.
NTR = “Nothing to Report” from the
committee chair.

During discussions, M. McEnroe noted
that any money made through a raffle or
game of chance could not be used for
lobbying purposes. It was recommended
that tracking for both the auction and the
raffles be done more efficiently. C.
Parent and A. Powers will work together
to create a form that helps the
Fundraising Committee better report this
after the Annual Meeting. Will continue
to budget $2500 for an Audit every year.
If one not needed, then those funds will
be made available for the next year’s
budget. Line item for Student Travel
Awards to the Annual Meeting was
discussed. The Board needs to put
together a better process for applying for
these travel awards by the Universities
and what exactly the Chapter would be
offering. R. Nelson asked S. Brewer, the
NDCTWS Student Liaison, to write up
procedures her student chapter uses for
fundraising and budgeting, to assist
other student chapters successfully get
their members to the Annual Meeting. C.
Parent will look to discuss with K.
Askerooth, chair of the Professional
Women in Natural Resources
Committee, how the funds they generate
through their fundraising event will be
kept separate and tracked. Motion to
approve the budget. (MSC – P.
Mastrangelo, M. Olson)

Graner Park on Lake Oahe.
(November 10, 2017).
3. Public notice from United States
Department of Interior announcing
the Final Environmental Assessment
and Finding of No Significant Issue
(FONSI) for the Funding of the
Construction of the Cass Rural Water
District Leonard Area Expansion,
Cass, Ransom and Richland
Counties (December 21, 2017).
4. Public notice from the USDAForest Services Medora Ranger
District is inviting comments on a
project submitted by Roughrider
Electric Cooperative, Inc. to install
2,640 feet of 7.2 KV buried electric
line located on National forest
System land in Billings County, ND
(January 25, 2018).
5. Notice from the USDA Medora
Ranger District informing of a period
of objection to a proposed action
described in the Cherry Creek
Development Plan Oil and Gas
Wells, Access Roads, and Utilities
(EA) (January 25, 2018).
6. Funding request received from B.
Jensen, Teddy Roosevelt Day
Volunteer Chair, asking for $500 to
support TR Days planned for
September 30, 2018. Motion to
provide $500 to support this event
(MSC – M. Ell, R. Nelson).

TREASURER’S REPORT – Current account
balances are $10,824.73 in checking, of
which $231.76 is available after
accounting for several Programming
Activities for the Annual Meeting,
transfers to the DPL, and the audit
A motion to approve Treasurer’s report
expense. There is currently $30,941.30
(MSC – M. Olson, P. Mastrangelo).
C. Correspondence Sent
in life memberships, which saw 16%
1. Letter to Darrell Nitschke with the
growth for the year. The current balance SECRETARY’S REPORT
ND Public Service Commission for
in the Dakota Prairie Legacy (DPL) is
A. Minutes from previous meeting – A
inclusion in the public record on the
$133,360.50, which saw a 20% growth
motion to approve December 5, 2017
siting application for Xcel Energy’s
this year. There is currently $12,500 in
Board minutes (MSC – P. Mastrangelo,
and NextEra Energy’s proposed
discretionary funds available for use by
B. Jensen). On page 3 change the cost
Foxtail Wind Project in Dickey
the Chapter held within the DPL.
of the student membership from $35 to
county.
$41. This will also need to be reflected
2. Letter to Mark Jacobsen with BLM
Audit results from Mahlum and Goodhart
in the budget.
Montana Dakotas to offer our
came back with no red flags. They felt
support for the application of Ms.
we were documenting our finances
B. Correspondence Received
Connie Triplett to the BLM
correctly and we had good mechanisms
1. Public notice from Bureau of
Resource Advisory Council.
in place to do so. One thing that did
Reclamation inviting comment on
come out of discussions was to have a
thei r Dra ft En viro nme n tal COMMITTEE REPORTS
better process in place for tracking
Assessment for the funding and
A. President’s Portfolio – Rick Nelson
decisions such as that to transfer money
construction of the Heart Butte
Finance – Mike McEnroe – Presented to
to the DPL 3 years ago and reflect those
Conduit Repair, Grant County,
the Board the results from discussions
decisions in subsequent reports.
North Dakota (November 13, 2017).
had with the Chapters current financial
2. Public Notice from US Army Corps
advisor. Recommendations were made
C. Parent presented the proposed
of Engineers regarding the
to change the ratios of equites to fixedbudget for 2018 to the Board. Wanted to
evaluation of a permit application to
income in both the Life Membership
note that we budget income
repair/rehabilitate existing riprap at
account and the DPL to allow for more
conservatively and expenses liberally.
flexibility. A motion to approve the
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com

8

changes indicated in the table below
(MSC – M. Olson, P. Mastrangelo).
Current

Life Membership

40-50%

FixedIncome
50-70%

DPL

50-70%

20-30%

Equities

the meeting. Everything looks good for the
next few days.

Suggested Change

40-60%

FixedIncome
40-60%

0-10%

50-70%

20-40%

0-10%

Equities

Cash

OLD BUSINESS
Student Liaison – Steffanie Brewer – 2
student liaison candidates, one from
VCSU and one from Jamestown
University. The Student-Professional
luncheon will start with an icebreaker
consisting of a list of questions to ask
others at their tables. The prospective
candidates will introduce themselves. S.
Brewer will give a presentation about her
experiences as Student Liaison during
the luncheon. S. Brewer expressed that
she has had difficulty touching base with
other Universities. This will be a hurdle
that hopefully the new Liaison will be
able to overcome. P. Crooke proposed
the idea of possibly putting together a
Student Social at the Annual Meeting to
bring together students for sharing ideas
and connecting. M. Ell challenged the
Board to make sure that we work with
the NDSU Student Chapter to make sure
they get the guidance they need from a
Student Faculty Advisor.
A. Sapa
suggested the possibility of a Board
member attending a meeting of each of
the Student Chapters throughout the
state. B. Jensen is going to draft a letter
to be sent to all Universities in the state
explaining the benefit of a maintaining/
forming a Student Chapter at their
University.

Annual Meeting

Pollinator Workshop Update – 135
attended
Actions items that came from the discussion
panel that took place during the last hour and
half of the workshop:
1.) Coordinate a 2018 tour for NDCTWS
members at the Menoken Farm
2.) Coordinate a tour for NDCTWS
members of a holistic ranch/ND Grazing
lands Coalition member. Could this be a
possibility for a summer meeting of the
NDCTWS. NDCTWS members should
consider becoming a member of the
Grazing Land Coalition
3.) Form pollinator working group. Need a
means for sharing results of pollinator
research in ND and a group that can
communicate/disseminate information
about how to make better management
decisions for pollinators.
4.) Education. Is there a way the NDCTWS
can help educate about the wildlife/
biodiversity benefits that producers
provide, particularly those implementing
practices that increase diversity on the
landscape? M. Ell mentioned the
possibility of getting on the agenda of a
meeting of the ND Ag Coalition.
5.) Notify Governor Burgum’s office about
how the Main Street Initiative can
B. Past President’s Portfolio – Bill
incorporate pollinator conservation, and
Jensen
how pollinator planting can help enhance
main streets.
C. President-Elect’s Portfolio – Rick
Warhurst
D. Dewald posed the question of whether
D. Portfolio A – Phil Mastrangelo
E. Portfolio B – Mike Ell
F. Portfolio C – Matt Olson
G. Portfolio D – Kyle McLean

Program – B. Jensen will draft a memo
with a list of duties for the Program
Committee for future years
Business Meeting – Agenda/Structure –
R. Nelson has put together a few slides that
will be presented at the Business Meeting
that will lay out the Boards plan to go
forward with Working Group, projects,
standing committees, etc.
Awards – 16 Awards will be given at this
year’s Annual Meeting. A. Sapa reminded
the Board that the Chapter should send
press releases to the towns of the
prospective award recipients.
NEW BUSINESS
Approval of New Members
Motion to approve all new members (MSC
– B. Jensen, K. McLean)
A motion to adjourn the meeting at
approximately @ 10:46 PM (MSC – P.
Mastrangelo, M. Olson).

the Chapter might think about the
possibility of having a summer meeting.
This would provide a time and place to
accomplish some of the above action
items. R. Nelson mentioned that the idea of
this summer meeting would be a good fit
for presenting to the Board as a Work Plan.
Arrangements – T. Frerichs presented
updates to the Board on arrangements for
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2018 NDCTWS
Business Meeting Minutes
February 8, 2018

son from University Jamestown was
elected at this year’s Student Liaison.
If anyone knows of future job posting
they would like to pass on to students,
please contact Kade Thompson
(kade.thompson@uj.edu) and he will
make sure to distribute them.
Alegra Powers gave an update on the
status of the 2018 Fundraiser. Live
auction netted $2400 (similar to last
year), silent auction $712 (down from
last year), raffles $4650 (significant
increase from last year due to the inclusion of the Gun Raffle), overall netted
approximately $7760. Thank you to all
those that donated and to all those
committee members who helped leading up to and during the fundraiser.
Thank you to A. Sapa who donated a
membership to TWS for the Silent Auction. R. Nelson challenged a member
to do the same next year.

5. Communications – Jackie Jacobson,
Rachel Bush, and Jeremy Guinn

A. President’s Portfolio – Rick Nelson
1. Secretary – Alegra Powers – WRA
2. Treasurer – Chad Parent
3. Natural Resources Trust – Randy Renner
– WRA
4. Resolutions and Public Statements – Rick
Nelson
5. Finance – Mike Goos – WRA
6. Media Relations – James Collins
7. Student Liaison – Steffanie Brewer

Portfolio D – Kyle McLean
1. Northern Great Plains Working Group –
2. Endangered Species – Patrick Isakson
3. Wildlife Damage Management – Phil
Mastrangelo
4. Student Development – Bob Newman
Tribal Wildlife – Jeremy Guinn

CALL TO ORDER – 1:15 pm
OLD BUSINESS
A.

Approval of minutes from the 2017
annual business meeting. A motion to
approve minutes from 2017 Annual
Business Meeting (MSC – J. Collins, S.
Whipp).
B. Review of 2017 budget and finances
C. Approval of 2018 budget.
D. C. Parent presented the budget to the
membership. Upon taking the Treasurer position C. Parent reorganized the
budget in a way that would more align
with IRS reporting. Line items were
reorganized into the following broad
categories – Income and Expenses
(fundraising, operating costs and programming costs). The audit was completed in January. The firm performing
the audit felt like we were doing a good
job of capturing and recording our income and expenses. One thing that
did come from discussions was the
need to develop a strategy for capturing little decisions made throughout the
year and have those reflected in future
budgets. It was explained that the
Chapter conservatively budgets for
Income and liberally budgets for Expenses, which makes it appear that we
will be in the red at the end of 2018.
Over the past years though, we have
always came out in the black. Motion
to approve the 2018 budget (MSC –
Patsy Crooke, Jackie Lundstrom).
Account balances as of 12/31/2017 are
as follows: Checking $10,760.99 of
which a good portion is already committed to expenses; Life Membership
$30,008.45; DPL $127,792.76; and
PayPal currently holds about $15,000
from registration fees. $12,500 of the
funds in the DPL are available to the
Chapter as discretionary funds. Membership would like to see these account
balances in the Treasurers report in the
future so it is possible to compare
years.
E. Student Liaison Presentation.
S. Brewer presented to the Membership her experiences throughout the
year as Student Liaison. Kade Thomp-

F.

Portfolio A – Phil Mastrangelo
1. Wetland Resources – John Devney
2. Historian – Vacant
3. Wildlife Commercialization – Mike McEnroe
4. Energy – Kent Luttschwager
Portfolio B – Mike Ell
1. Western Lands – Bill Jensen
2. Education & Outreach – Kristine
Askerooth – WRA
3. Professional Women in Natural Resources – Cami Dixon & Kristine
Askerooth – WRA

Portfolio C – Matt Olson
1. Missouri River – Vacant
2. Devils Lake Basin – Mike Graue
3. Garrison Diversion – Blake Schaan –
WRA
COMMITTEE REPORTS
4. Prairie Resources – Krista Reiser
(NTR – nothing to report; WRA - written 5. Red River Watershed – Bruce Kreft –
report attached; OR – oral report)
WRA

Past President’s Portfolio – Bill Jensen
1. Arrangements – Todd Fredrichs
2. Program – Bill Jensen
3. Audit – Terry Albee – WRA
4. Membership – Amanda Goldstein – WRA
5. Nominations – Bill Jensen
6. Fundraising – Andy Dinges and Alegra
Powers – OR; Thanks to all those who
donated and helped last night. Live auction netted approximately $2400.00, silent
auction $712.00, raffles approximately
$4650.00, for a total of approximately
$7762.00.

PREPERATION FOR THE 2018 ELECTION – 2:05 PM
Thank you to all those who agreed to run for
election – R. Nelson
1. Introduction of Executive Board candidates – R. Nelson
2. Remarks from President-Elect candidate
– Patsy Crooke
3. Call for nominations from the floor –
none. A motion to close nominations
from the floor (MSC- R. Renner, J. Collins).

NEW BUSINESS – 3:10 PM
1. Passing of the gavel – Rick Warhurst –
Congratulations to the new members of
President-Elect’s Portfolio – Rick
the Board and Thank you to those leaving
Warhurst
the Board ( Mike Ell, Phil Mastrangelo
1. Bylaws – Paul Myerchin
and Bill Jensen).
2. Legislative – Vacant
2. Election Results – Kristine Askerooth and
3. Awards – Rick Warhurst
RJ Gross were elected as Board mem4. Law Enforcement – Jackie Lundstrom
bers. Patsy Crooke was elected as the
and Tim Phalen
President. A motion from the floor to
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destroy the ballots (MSC – M. Olson, P.
Mastrangelo).
3. Central Mountain and Plains Section
(CMPS) of TWS Update – Andrea
Orabona, President CMPS
CMPS serves as the liaison between
the Student Chapters, the State Chapters, and TWS. As President it is her
goal to attend the State Annual Meeting
in each of the states in the CMPS. The
CMPS provides funding for students to
attend the National TWS Meeting, which
is available every year. This year there
are four opening on the Board of CMPS,
currently there is no one serving from
ND. North Dakota is slated to host the
2019 CMPS Annual Meeting. ND has
the choice to have the meeting in conjunction with the NDCTWS Annual
Meeting, move our annual meeting to
August and hold in conjunction with
CMPS Annual meeting, or host the two
separately.
4. Restructuring of Committees and Board
Portfolios/Working Group Proposal/
Annual Work Plan R. Nelson presented
to the Membership the work the Board
has been doing over the past year to
restructure the Chapter.
 Key Principles
 Participation is value added for
individual members and the Chapter
 Members can “see themselves” in
the Chapter and clearly see opportunities for engagement
 Project based approach
 NDCTWS Work Groups – Standing
committees and some individual assignments will continue but the majority of the committees will be disbanded. In the coming months be on a
look out for a survey asking what
Work Group you would like to be a
part of along with inquiries about your
areas of expertise. We are looking
for members to be a lead for the
Working Group. They will be asked
to facilitate, not do all the work.
 Terrestrial Habitats
 Aquatic Habitats
 People and Wildlife
 Wildlife Ecology and Management
 NDCTWS Work Plan Format – Format each Working Group will use to
layout their activities throughout the
year. Can ask for funding but not
necessary. There are still opportunities to send in work plans for a pro-

ject asking for funding.
 Standing Committees, Business
Work Plan Template
Function Activities and Individual
Working Group Name:
Assignments can begin developing
Working Group Chair/Co-chair(s):
work plans
Working Group Members:
 Executive Board will develop work
Ex. Board Portfolio Holder
plan for Board projects/activities
Project Title
 Revised organizational structure will
Project Leaders
be shared with membership via
Project Team Leaders
newsletter
Budget
Project Goal(s)
Discussion:
Project Objective(s)
Project Ouput(s)
Q: Is this format unique to our Chapter or
Project Outcome(s):
are you modeling after another?
Performance Measures/Metrics
A: This is loosely modeled after TWS.
Schedule/Timeline – Start Date and This structure is still a work in progress.
Completion Date
Members can be part of any or all Working
Groups. When it comes to Public Notices/
 NDCTWS Standing Committees – Com- Requests the Board would like the Workmittees that remain because they are in ing Groups to take the lead on determining
the Bylaws.
pressing issues and which to address.
 Nominations
 Membership
Q: Will Board members be in charge of a
 Program
Working Group
 Legislative
? A: We are still working on this part of
 Education and Information
the structure.
NDCTWS Business Function Activities
and Individual Projects – Individuals
currently doing these activities will also
be asked to complete a work plan
 Student Development
 Professional Women in Natural Resources
 Finance (DPL)
 Student Liaison
 Communications (Newsletter)
 Website
 ND Natural Resources Trust Advisor
 Law Enforcement (Case of the Year
Award)
 Others – as needed, determined by
Executive Board
 NDCTWS Business Function Activities
and Individual Projects
 Executive Board will revise Portfolio
Assignments based on Working
Groups, Standing Committees, Business Function Activities and Individual Assignments
 Executive Board will develop specific
guidance on Work Groups and send
to members
 Executive Board will develop membership expertise survey and send to
members
 Executive Board will set up date for
Working Group Retreat and send
invitation to members


Q: How does this line up with the budget
we just approved?
A: We will still accept requests for funding
because we do have some discretionary
funds. Next year we will take requests
before the 2019 budget is approved.
Q: Can our Working Groups look to TWS
or CMPS for funding or expertise?
A: R. Nelson saw no reason we would not
want to do this, as well as possibly doing
some grant writing.
Q: What will the Boards oversight be of
individual projects/work plans?
A: At this time, we have not tweaked this,
but it is something we will definitely need
to take into consideration.

Q: Are there opportunities for students to
be involved in these Working Groups?
A: Absolutely, we want the students to see
themselves as part of this Chapter.
Q: How does a committee like the Media
Relations Committee fit in?
A: We are not certain; we are asking that
the members give us some ideas on what
they think. We need to prioritize, we can’t
be everything to all issues.
Q: Will the standing committees be treated
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similarly to the Working Groups. A: Not issues and oil and gas. The Trust was a
necessarily, many of these committees have recipient of some funds from Energy Transduties laid out in the Bylaws.
fer Partners to do work in Dunn and McKenzie counties on Dakota Skipper habitat.
Approval of new members. A motion to SEI provided an investment report and the
approve new members (MSC – M. Olson, J. Trust investments are doing quite well.
Austin).
The Trust staff and Board approved some
new Employee and Board policy on Conflict
ADJOURN – 3:45 PM A motion to adjourn of Interest, Harassment, and Behavior in the
(MSC – P. Mastrangelo, R. Renner).
Workplace.
The next NDNRT Board Meeting is schedAnnual Committee Reports - 2017 uled for some time in April. As always, if
any Chapter member has questions, comments, or concerns regarding the Chapter’s
SECRETARY – ALEGRA POWERS
In 2017, the Chapter received >30 pieces of involvement in Trust activities, they are encorrespondence, most of which were public couraged to contact Randy Renner.
notices regarding numerous projects
throughout the state. Additionally, commit- FINANCE – MIKE MCENROE, GREG HIEtee members sent approximately 3 letters M E N Z , T E R R Y AL B E E, MI K E
on behalf of the Chapter in response to RABENBERG, & MIKE GOOS (CHAIR)
Accomplishments
conservation concerns.
1. Chapter Financial Administration
A. Life Membership returns were calcuND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST –
lated and provided to the Executive
RANDY RENNER
Board for 2018 budget consideration.
The ND Natural Resources Trust (Trust)
B. Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
Board met on January 10th, 2018 at the
balance was reviews and the calculaTrust office. A summary of the major topics
tion completed to determining the
of discussion include:
amount available for the 2018 budget.
The Trust budget for the upcoming year was
C.
We met with and reviewed our portfodiscussed and approved.
lio
with Investment Centers of AmeriThe new Trust Strategic Plan was reviewed
ca.
D. The committee reviewed the
and approved by the Board.
Chapter’s financial guidance docuTerry Albee (NDNRT) reported on Outdoor
ment, recommended edits to the
Heritage Fund round 10 and also updated
Board, and following the Board’s apthe group on the status of currently funded
proval updated the documents.
projects.
The Trust Small Grant program was discussed and the Board approved additional 2. Life Membership Account
A. There were three Life Membership
funds for the program. The new total
deposits for 2017.
amount for grants will go from $50,000 to
B. Life Membership baseline on
$75,000.
1/1/2017 was $21,250.00 an on
A Farm Bill Update was provided by Keith
12/31/2017 was $21,850.00.
and Kevin Kading (NDGFD). Basically,
C. Actual value on 1/1/2017 was
everything is up in the air at this point in
$26,519.45 and on 12/31/2017 was
time. Continued support for Swampbuster,
$30,008.45.
Sodsaver, and the coupling of conservation
compliance are the top priorities along with
getting additional CRP acres for the north- 3. Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
A. 13 contributions were received totalern plains.
ing $3060.00
Pheasants Forever staff provided an update
B. DPL baseline on 1/1/2017 was
of programs that the Trust has provided
$81,189.39 and on 1/31/2017 was
some funding. They include the Farm Bill
$84,249.36.
Biologists and the Precision Ag. Program.
C.
DPL actual value on 1/1/2017 was
Audubon Dakota provided an update on the
$109,048.25
and on 12/31/2017 was
Bird-Friendly Beef program.
$127,792.76.
A discussion was held on some reporting
D. DPL newsletter quarterly reporting
issues with the Farm Bill Bios.
was completed and DPL information
The Trust staff is working on wind energy
was provided to the newsletter

AUDIT – TERRY ALLBEE, AL SAPA &
STEVE FAIRBAIRN
The Audit Committee (Committee) met on
February 2nd and 5th at the ND Natural
Resources Trust office in Bismarck. The full
Committee met on February 2nd and then
on the 5th with Chad Parent, Treasurer.
The Committee conducted a review of the
2017 financial records that included: organizational reports, charitable giving and life
membership, organizational roles/
responsibilities, and checking account deposits and invoices. The Committee followed an audit checklist based on the Chapter’s 2011 agreed upon procedures by
Malhum and Goodhart P.C. and Committee
recommendations. The Chapter is completing a new agreed upon procedures by Haga
Kommer (formerly Malhum Goodhart) and
the report is anticipated to be completed by
Chapter’s annual meeting.
Organizational Reports – The Committee
reviewed the filing of state non-profit corporation annual reports, IRS tax forms, IRS
990 tax return, and TWS annual reports.
State reports are completed and the IRS
990-N postcard (if three year average of
gross receipts is less than $50,000) return
should be completed by the May 15, 2018
deadline; and TWS reports (Tax and Section and Chapter Officer) will be completed
after annual meeting with a deadline of February 2018.
Charitable Giving and Life Memberships –
The Committee reviewed investment accounts that hold donations made to the
Chapter for DPL and dues paid for life memberships.
Recommends that quarterly all DPL contributions should be deposited in designated
investment account and send donation
acknowledgement letters.
Recommends that Treasurer continue to
document that $12,500 in DPL account
doesn’t have same restrictions as other
contributions.
Recommends that quarterly all Life Membership dues should be deposited in designated investment account and send
acknowledgement to life member.
Recommends continued coordination with
membership committee and finance committee chairs.
Organizational Roles and Responsibilities –
The Committee discussed the handling of
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income and expenses for the year. Treasurer keeps photocopy records of all deposits
and invoices. The Chapter Treasurer also
uses QuickBooks accounting software for
recording all financial transactions.
Recommends that Chad continue to provide
Executive Board with Chapter income and
expense report to budget, account balances
with any temporary restricted funds, and
transaction highlights at each Executive
Board meeting.
Recommends that Treasurer continue the
involvement of Executive Board in the review and/or preparation of financial reports.
Checking Account Deposits and Invoices –
The Committee randomly selected 15 invoices and 10 deposits to trace activities of
these transactions. The Committee discussed the increased amount of electronic
transactions and the need to track those
records.
Reviewed invoices and deposits. Several
checks written had not been cashed.
Recommends that the Bill Bicknell memorial
funds are tracked and reported, so Executive Board and membership can see the
status and balance.
Discussed tracking or splitting into a separate checking account any larger unique or
larger one-time financial activities in the
future.

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH – Kristine
Askerooth
2017 Report:
Keep ND Clean Contest
More than 11,000 students learned about
protecting the environment by keeping North
Dakota clean for the people who live and
visit here. Students in grades PreK-8 and
special needs produced posters reflecting
the need to keep water clean, reduce waste,
prevent wildfires, recycle, plant trees, create
wildlife habitat, and explore our beautiful
state. All first place state winners receive a
gold medallion, certificate, and $100 cash
award. First place poster winners get their
artwork turned into a billboard and placed
along a major transportation route near their
hometown this summer by Newman Outdoor Advertising. Second and third place
winners receive a silver or bronze medallion, certificate, and $75 or $50 cash award.

winners from the 4th grade.
First Place: Nicholas Meisch, LaMoure Elementary. LaMoure
Second Place: Kylee Upshaw, Centennial
Elementary, Bismarck
Third Place: Francheska Flores, St. Catherine’s School, Valley City

ND Jr Duck Stamp Program
The North Dakota Junior Duck Stamp Program, in its 24th year, had 1,430 students in
grades K-12 participate in this wetland and
waterfowl conservation program. There are
three first, three second and three third
place winners and 64 Honorable Mention
winners selected from four age categories.
Megan Tichy from Tower City won Best of
Show honors with her depiction of a drake
Northern shoveler. Her painting was titled
“Small Boy in a Big Lake”. Megan has
competed in the North Dakota Junior Duck
The ND Chapter of the Wildlife Society Stamp Program every year since she was in
sponsored the 4th grade in the Keep ND the 1st grade.
Katelyn Ortmann, Karlsruhe, ND, was voted
as the student with the most meaningful
conservation message. Katelyn wrote “One
cannot say they love nature if they refuse to
participate in conserving it.” Katelyn’s conservation message will go on to compete at
the National level, where the winner will
receive $200.

Committee Conclusions: The Committee
thanks past Treasurer Adam Pachl for his Clean contest in conjunction with the ND The North Dakota Junior Duck Stamp
work up to spring of 2017. The Committee is Game & Fish Department. Over 1300 4th Awards Ceremony was held for all first,
thankful for Chad Parent’s willingness to
second, and third place winners and their
accept the Treasurer position in July 2017.
families, at the ND Heritage Center and
The Committee recognizes the amount of
Museum in Bismarck, on Saturday, May 6,
detail and time good financial recording
2017. They received ribbons, prizes, and a
takes for the Treasurer to complete these
complimentary motel room donated by the
activities for the Chapter.
Chad does a
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, ND Chapter
great job maintaining records and ensuring
reports are filed in a timely manner.
MEMBERSHIP – AMANDA GOLDSTEIN
Membership Level
Total #
Honorary
5
Life Member – Patron, Sponsor or
Benefactor (non-voting)
1
Life Member – Regular
101
Life Member – Senior
23
Patron, Sponsor or Benefactor
(non-voting)
1
Regular Member
162
Senior Regular Member
12
Student Member
65
TOTAL
370

graders participated in the contest. The
theme for the 4th grade was Habitat: Home

of the Wildlife Society, Ducks Unlimited,
Prairie Pothole Partners, Audubon Refuge
Partners, Inc., Friends of Sullys Hill and
wildlife clubs from throughout North Dakota.
for Wildlife. The following are the top three The winning artwork was exhibited through-
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out the state at national wildlife refuge can help to engage our group.
events, zoos, shopping malls, schools, Fargo Scheels, the State Capitol, and other Objectives:
locations throughout the year.
1) Increase active participation of ChapMegan Tichy “Small Boy in a Big Lake”
ter members by requesting volunteers
for workshops, activities, and events
In 2018, the National Jr Duck Stamp Con2) Host social at the 2018 Annual Chaptest will be held in Bismarck ND on April
ter meeting
20th.
3) Utilize silent auction and other fundScholarship Program
raising methods to raise funds to send
Letters were sent out to eight colleges and
students to the 2018 National TWS.
universities from North Dakota to get recom4) Host two tractor/ATV trainings in
mendations of undergraduate and graduate
western North and South Dakota in
students for scholarships.
2018.
5) Collaborate with Pheasants Forever
2018 Work Plan:
and Dakota Women In Conservation
Objectives:
(DWIC) and help host a Spring 2018
1) Partial fund the 4th grade sponsorField Day for women landowners
ship for the Keep ND Clean poster con6) Collaborate with NDSU/UND and
test for the 4th grade ($250)
Income
Expenses
2) Support the ND Jr Duck Stamp program financially ($300).
The map is the project area. The FONSI
Social
$500
3) Support the 2018 Federal Jr Duck
was signed May of 2017.
Travel Expenses for
Stamp Judging on April 20th both finanNational TWS for
$500
cially ($300) and through volunteers
students
Funding Requests: See Objectives. Total of
Tractor/ATV training
$270
$850
Lunch/Hotel
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN IN NATURAL
RESOURCES – CAMI DIXON AND KRISTINE ASKEROOTH
2017 Committee Report
The committee collaborated with the Dakota
Women in Conservation (DWIC) group to
host an ATV/UTV and tractor training at
Valley City for college women. Eight women attended from four universities and received their certification. The committee
provided lunch and hotel accommodations.
We also provided funding to UND for travel
expenses to the National TWS meeting in
New Mexico. Dr. Susan Felege and her
students received the Advisor and Student
Chapter of the Year award. Congratulation
Dr. Felege and UND students.
2018 Work Plan
Mission: Capitalizing on the unique perspectives and contributions women provide
to the NDCTWS, the Professional Women in
Natural Resources committee will strive to
increase female membership and promote
interactions among women across the membership, while supporting the overall mission
of the NDCTWS.
We are focusing on networking/social and
on collaborating on activities/projects that

Woman Landowner
Workshop
Bus rental/
Materials/
Food
Woman Ranching
Workshop
Travel/ Materials/Food

$200

$300

RED RIVER BASIN – BRUCE KREFT
In September, U.S. District Court Judge
John A. Tunheim placed a temporary injunction on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
the FM Area Diversion Board of Authority
agreeing the $2.1 billion project requires
permits from Minnesota's Department of
Natural Resources, and without them work
affecting Minnesota waters must stop, forcing all construction work on the FM Area
Diversion Project to cease.

DWIC and help host a women rancher/
landowner Conservation Grazing School
or Workshop in Fall 2018. Develop a
mentorship program with female agriculture students at colleges.
7) Explore the idea of an Outdoor Family Day for Chapter members.
The court concluded that “there is no question that communities along the Red River,
2018 Budget:
particularly Fargo and Moorhead, need permanent flood protection.” The ruling also
G A R R I S O N D I V E R S I O N — B L A K E stated “The Court strongly encourages all
SCHAAN
parties to work to agree on a flood protecThere is work being done on slide repair tion project that can serve the interests of
from MM 20-22. We are moving 2.3 million both states and the affected communities.”
CY of dirt from the slide area and placing it U.S. District Judge John Tunheim
on the banks of the Canal, federal ROW,
and possibly some private lands, pending The diversion plan calls for a large levee to
landowner approval. The North Country be built south of Fargo-Moorhead to hold
Trail will be temporarily affected during con- back flood waters from the Red River and
struction, but will be returned to normal con- divert them into a 30-mile-long channel
dition after construction. The dirt work start- around the cities. A permit was required
ed fall of 17 and is anticipated to take ap- because the Minnesota DNR considered the
proximately 6 years. If you want more infor- levee to be a high-hazard dam.
mation, we'd be happy to provide some.
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Last October, the Minnesota DNR rejected
permits for the Red River flood diversion
based on negative environmental and social
impacts. However, the Army Corps of Engineers subsequently awarded a contract to
start construction on the project, which
prompted the state's decision to join the
lawsuit initially filed by other opponents.
North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum and Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton formed of a new
Task Force to develop design principles and
concept-level engineering solutions to
achieve balanced flood risk management for
the Fargo-Moorhead region, including upstream, downstream, and metro-area communities and properties

The original Red River Valley Water Supply
Project was conceived as a federal, state
and local project. Without federal authorization in place, local leaders and stakeholders
began to look for a state and local option to
complete the highly needed project. After
completing multiple studies and examining
countless alternatives, two alternative studies emerged, Washburn to Baldhill Creek
and Bismarck to Lake Ashtabula. The most
feasible option that emerged is the route
from Washburn to Lake Ashtabula. On December 18, 2015, the LAWA selected this
route as their preferred alignment. The Senate Bill 2020 from the 2015-2017 biennium
enacted legislative intent to fund the
“Working closely with our Minnesota neigh- RRVWSP with $150 million per biennium
bors, we’re optimistic we can achieve a over four biennia equating to $600 million
timely solution that protects lives, property total.
and the economic engine that is the FargoMoorhead region from catastrophic flooding At the beginning of 2017, the Garrison Diwhile also addressing upstream and down- version Conservancy District (Garrison Distream concerns,” Burgum said. “We’re version) and Lake Agassiz Water Authority
deeply grateful to these task force members (LAWA) announced that 35 communities
for agreeing to serve collaboratively on this and water systems were committed to the
issue of critical importance to both states.”
development portion of the project. As part
of the development phase, the participating
“There is broad agreement that the Fargo- cities and rural water systems agreed to
Moorhead region needs a permanent solu- fund the RRVWSP’s conceptual engineertion for flood risk management. However, it ing, phased preliminary engineering, and
is also essential that any solution meet the financial modeling. The commitments were
requirements of Minnesota Law and reflect welcome news to the representatives of
the input of all affected Minnesotans,” Day- Garrison Diversion and LAWA who schedton said. “I thank Governor Burgum for his uled over a hundred meetings in 2016 to
partnership in establishing this Joint Task provide information about the project to
Force. I look forward to working with him communities and water systems from cenand our Task Force to achieve those goals.” tral North Dakota to the Red River Valley.
The Fargo-Moorhead Area Flood Diversion
Task Force was co-chaired by Burgum and
Dayton, along with eight representatives
appointed by the governor of each state.
Each governor could also designate one or
more surrogates to represent them in Task
Force proceedings. The Task Force Report
is available for viewing here: http://
www.fmdiversion.com/wp -content/
uploads/2018/01/FinalTFreport.pdf and the
other information is available at: http://
www.fmdiversion.com/.

trict has initiated an effort to locate a recommended site for constructing a conventional
water intake on the Missouri River as a potential water source for the Red River Valley
Water Supply Project (RRVWSP). The investigation is focusing on a stretch of the
Missouri River just south of the City of
Washburn, ND. A bathymetric survey of the
stretch of river under consideration will be
used to assess possible locations and in
conjunction with historical river geomorphology records to recommend a preferred alternative. A permit level design of the preferred
alternative site will be completed and submitted as part of a permit application with
the Army Corps of Engineers. If a permit for
the intake is issued by the Corps, the project
will proceed into the final design phase for
the intake. This and additional information
is available at: http://www.rrvwsp.com/.

Throughout the legislative session, Garrison
Diversion and LAWA representatives outlined the project’s needs for the next two
years. At the end of the session, $30 million
was included for the RRVWSP in the North
Dakota State Water Commission’s budget
for the 2017-2019 biennium, with $17 million
directed towards planning and permitting
and $13 million to initiate construction.
The state and local funding will allow the
design of a portion of the pipeline and wrap
up the discharge structure design, as well
as begin construction to ensure coverage
under current regulations and permitting. It
will also allow the project team to exercise
existing easement options and acquire additional easements.

The Red River Valley Water Supply Project
(RRVWSP) will provide supplemental water
to central and eastern North Dakota during
times of water scarcity so as to protect public health, ensure ongoing economic vitality,
and provide for environmental benefits in
the river systems.
The Garrison Diversion Conservancy Dis-
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NDCTWS
Executive Board Meeting
via Conference Call
March 5, 2018
Conference called to order @ 10:30. Rick
Warhurst, Chad Parent, Alegra Powers,
Patsy Crooke attended in person. Kyle
McLean, Matt Olson, Kristine Askerooth,
and RJ Gross joined via phone.
TWS Membership – R. Warhurst reminded
the Board that we must be members of
TWS parent society as officers. In years
past, we were challenged to have a good
percentage of the Chapter to be members
of TWS. Kevin Downs was awarded a
TWS membership that was donated by Al
Sapa and six students were awarded
student memberships for TWS.
Budget/Checking Account Balance and
Status – Chad
A good portion of our income and expenses occur during the annual meeting.
Suggest that we maintain a $6000 buffer
in our checking account to lead us into
the next year’s annual meeting. This will
mean that we will need to look closely at
new funding requests and expenses that
we may want to incur in the upcoming
year. Also remember that we do have
some discretionary funds being held in
the DPL that we can make available.
Additional upcoming expenses that are
not included in the budget include a
planned tour to Menoken Farms (August
8) and the Retreat where we will work on
finalizing the Working Group concept.

place on May 5th.
National Junior Duck Stamp Judging $300 requested by K. Askerooth. Will
take place in Bismarck on April 20th at Heritage Center, funding will go to Room space
to hold judging. Will be open to the public.
A motion to provide the National Junior
Duck Stamp Judging with $300 (MSC – P.
Crooke, A. Powers). This is a one-time
expenditure and will not be continuing expense.
Midwest Association of Public and Private Lands - $250 or $500 requested by
K. Luttschwager. The Chapter will be handling the registration for this event held in
Williston on May 7-9th. A motion to provide
the Midwest Association of Public and Private Lands with $250 (MSC – M. Olson, K.
Askerooth). P. Crooke stressed that we
have all the details of participating in the
registration. Do we want to look at a possible fee for providing this service? R.
Warhurst will work with K. Luttschwager and
T. Albee to cover all our concerns in a written agreement.
85th Annual Midwest Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies (MAFWA) Director’s Meeting - $500 or $1,000 requested
by S. Peterson. A motion to provide MAFWA with $500 (MSC – M. Olson, P.
Crooke). R. Warhurst stated that this will be
nice exposure for the Chapter.
Annual contribution to the TWS annual
Meeting held in Cleveland, Ohio. Motion
to contribute $250 this year and continue to
have this sponsorship looked at each year
(MSC – C. Parent, K. Askerooth).

Funding Requests
Keep North Dakota Clean Poster Contest
- $250 requested by K. Askerooth. A
motion to provide the Keep North Dakota
Clean Poster Contest with $250 (MSC – M.
Olson, P. Crooke). This contest has been
ongoing for 10 years in conjunction with ND
Game and Fish. About a 1000 students in
the 4th grade contribute to the poster contest
and the winning poster ends up as a billboard.
North Dakota Junior Duck Stamp Awards
Ceremony - $300 requested by K.
Askerooth. A motion to provide the Junior
Duck Stamp Awards Ceremony with $300
(MSC – P. Crooke, M. Olson). Will take

A request has been put forth by S. Tucker to
essentially do something similar to what the
Chapter is doing for the Public and Private
Lands for the Midwest Furbearer Workshop
held in Medora May 14-17th. The Board
agreed that the Chapter would handle finances for this workshop, but in no way
fund the Workshop. An agreement similar
to that for the Public and Private Lands
Group will be drafted.
The Women in Natural Resources Committee made $740 at their social during the
Annual Meeting. This money will be used
throughout the year and the distribution of
money will be handled without a funding
request needed. Requested that she creat-

ed a work plan together but will not need to
put in a funding request.
On-Line Survey of NDCTWS Members to
help facilitate and implement Chapter
Working Groups - C. Parent. Rick would
like to see this sent out before April meeting
in order to have information available to help
make decisions at that time. C. Parent created with the intention of finding info on
areas of expertise and interest in working
groups. A motion to send this as online
survey to the membership by March 9th
(MSC – R. Warhurst, M. Olson). The Board
will review during April board meeting. C.
Parent will also send a reminder once a
week to make sure we have a good response rate.
Central Mountains and Plains Section of
TWS - August Election for Officers and
Board. No one from ND on CMPS
Board currently; not sure of status of our
Chapter representative to CMPS
North Dakota’s turn to host the CMPS Annual Meeting in 2019. Normally held in the
summer. We need to keep this in mind and
start the planning process. Currently the
ND chapter pays a $1 per member for our
membership to be a member of CMPS. R.
Warhurst would like to see a member from
the Chapter on the board and that member
would then have a hand in planning the
2019 CMPS Meeting. R. Warhurst will contact Glen Sargent, the past representative,
to discuss previous CMPS meetings.
TWS Leadership Institute March 18, 2018
Deadline to Apply. For future applicants it
is recommended that the applicant is currently an Associate Biologist.
Menoken Farm visit for Chapter members – August 8; other visits to private farm/
ranch operations around that date – Dave
Dewald and Elisha Mueller are leading this
activity.
NDCTWS Retreat location, dates, format,
objectives, etc. Cross Ranch State Park,
Audubon’s Alkali Lake Sanctuary. Will be
addressed at April Board meeting.
2019 NDCTWS Workshop prior to the
Annual Meeting topic - G. Link sent in an
email stating his interest in seeing a workshop on the R3 Movement (Recruitment,
Retention, and Reactivation). C. Parent
suggested it be more of a workshop of suggestions and not one of doom and gloom.
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The Board agreed that this would work well
as a topic for a workshop. R. Warhurst will
discuss further with G. Link. Hope to ask in
newsletter if there are any other suggestions
for a Workshop.
Dakota Prairie Legacy Plaque - The Chapter is looking for a location to put the DPL
plaque. Harvey Miller’s “Original” Grouse
Sketch used as the Chapter’s Logo will be
framed and will hopefully be included at the
same spot as the DPL plaque.
April board meeting will be in Bismarck at
the ND Game and Fish Headquarters @
9am, the July Board meeting will be in
Jamestown at NWPRC. A. Powers will
send out a Doodle Poll including dates for
the 1st half of April.
Commence @ 12:10
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2018 Award Recipients

Outgoing President Award
Rick Nelson

North Dakota Habitat Award
Marshall Johnson

The North Dakota Award
Kristine Askerooth

Bill Bicknell Legacy Scholarship
Kade Thompson
University of Jamestown

Charles V. Pulver Case of the Year
Mike Sedlacek, Greg Hastings, Rick
Warhurst, Jeff Sieger, Corey Erck,
and Jerad Bluem
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2018 Award Recipients

Ducks Unlimited Wetlands Award
Doug Johnson

Best Graduate Student Poster Presentation
Brandon Kaiser

Best Undergraduate Poster Presentation
Abby L. Keller

Best Student Oral Presentation
Alicia K. Andes

Best Undergraduate Poster Presentation
Allicyn Nelson

Best Undergraduate Poster Presentation
Collin Riley & Mason Lombard
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2018 Outstanding Student Awards
Graduate Student - UND
Andrew Barnas

Graduate Student - NDSU
Kevin Cortes
Undergraduate Award Winners

Shelby Lewis - NDSU

John Palarski - UND

Spencer Dorsey - Dakota College
Bottineau

Dalton Scheuring - VCSU

Morgan Thomas - UofJ

Olivia Griffith - U of Mary

Not Pictured: Kylee Harrison, Sitting Bull College and Kimberlee Blevins, UTTC
The North Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society Connect with us at: http://ndctws.wordpress.com
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Thank You to All that
Donated Items to our
Fundraising Efforts.

Bill Jensen
Ryan Herigstad
Stephanie Tucker
Phil Mastrangelo
Adam Ryba
Al Sapa
Ducks Unlimited
Becky Jones Mahlum
Adam Pachl
Mike Ell
Kim Pachl
Linda Penry
Hal Kantrud

Jane Austin
Pam Peets
Rachel Bush
Neil Shook
Ross Hier
Sherry Niesar
Erik Fritzell
John Paulson
Terry Albee
Kathy Kirschman
Chuck Bosch
Chuck Black
Terry Shaffer

Fundraising Results
Live auction netted $2400
Silent auction $712
Raffles ~ $4650
Overall netted approximately $7760.

Life Membership
2017 Summary Report
Reporting Date –01/01/2017 -12/31/17

Dakota Prairie Legacy Endowment
Quarterly Reporting Form
(Fourth Quarter 2017)

Actual Value 1/1/2017 = $26,519.45

Reporting Date –10/1/17 -12/31/17

Total Assets 12/31/17= $30,008.45

Total Assets 12/31/17= $127,792.76

Total Contributors –3

(Contributions - $71,949.36; Return - $43,343.40; Invested
By 2013 Board Action -$12,500.00)

Total Contributors -73
Contributions for the reporting period -$ 0
Contributors for the reporting period – 0
Withdrawals total - $0.00
Memorials Received: From Lloyd Jones in memory of Ron Shupe.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING EVENTS
The Prairie Naturalist now Publishing Thesis and Dissertation Abstracts
The Great Plains Natural Science Society will be accepting abstracts for publication in The
Prairie Naturalist from completed theses and dissertations (completed after 1 January 2018).
The intent of this effort is to provide a venue for research conducted on the Great Plains that
may not otherwise be widely circulated, allow researchers on similar topics to network with
other professionals, and provide graduates a means to build their resume. Abstracts should
be brief (no more than 250 words), but include the following elements: (1) A statement of the
problem and objectives, (2) A summary of methods or your research approach, (3) the significance of the proposed topic, and (4) a brief summary of primary findings that can be understood independently from reading the complete thesis or dissertation.
Rather than writing this abstract for your dissertation committee or professors, this abstract
should be understandable to the general reader, and present the positive and negative implications of the work. The abstract should tell readers whether they want to look at your thesis
or dissertation in more detail. Format for these abstracts should follow that currently used for
The Prairie Naturalist articles. Submission of abstracts does not preclude authors from submitting full-length articles to The Prairie Naturalist. Publication cost will be $45 per abstract.
Authors should submit abstracts and articles via email to The Prairie Naturalist
(theprairienaturalist@gmail.com).

UPCOMING DATES
April 20, 2018 - National Junior Duck Stamp Contest (Heritage Center, Bismarck)
April 22, 2018 - Earth Day
May 12, 2018 - International Migratory Bird Day
June 18-24, 2018 - National Pollinator Week
September 30, 2018 - The Agricultural Act of 2014 (The Farm Bill) Expires
October 7-11, 2018 - The Wildlife Society’s Annual Conference (Cleveland, OH)
October 8-15, 2018 - National Wildlife Refuge Week

The North Dakota
Outdoor Heritage Fund
Grant Round 12
Submission Deadline
is

National Junior Duck Stamp Contest
North Dakota Heritage Center
Bismarck, ND
April 20, 2018

October 1, 2018
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Executive Board Meeting
April 17, 2018
9:00 am
NDGFD Office, Bismarck, ND

ndctws@gmail.com
https:/ndctws.wordpress.com/

TWS Student Chapter Advisor of the Year 2017
Dr. Susan Ellis-Felege - UND
The University of North Dakota’s Wildlife and Fisheries Biology department and Dr. Susan EllisFelege take to one another like a duck takes to water. The unique partnership continued to blossom
after Dr. Felege took over as the advisor for the UND Wildlife Society. Her devotion and enthusiasm
for her students prompted these same students to nominate her for The Wildlife Society Student
Chapter Advisor of the Year Award for 2017. In the application for the award, Dr. Felege’s students
had many positive and enthusiastic things to say about her. According to John Palarski, “Dr. Felege’s enthusiasm and passion for wildlife conservation is infectious.” He continued to say, “She is a
tremendous example of what it takes to be successful in the profession and has persevered through
many obstacles along the way.” Fellow student Lucas Knowlton also had many positive things to say
about Dr. Felege. “Her [Dr. Felege] work to mentor students by incorporating them into her research,
and use that research as a foundation of her teaching is nothing short of remarkable.” Knowlton said.
The Wildlife Society committee evaluated this application and awarded Dr. Felege this prestigious
award. The UND Chapter of the Wildlife Society is
genuinely grateful to have Dr. Felege as our advisor
and look forward to seeing our chapter continue to
soar with Dr. Felege at the helm.
By Collin Riley, for UND Wildlife Society
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